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From sash windows and ceramic tiles to barracks and warehouses, industrialized
building has thrived since the nineteenth century in Europe and America. Yet
architects have neglected this area of practical construction in favor of historical,
theoretical, and artistic analyses, resulting in the emergence of an influential
building industry with architects on the far margins. Colin Davies explores in The
Prefabricated Home how the relationship between architecture and industrialized
building has now become an urgent issue for architects.

The Prefabricated Home outlines the methods and motives of prefabricated
buildings and assesses their architectural implications. Davies traces the origins
of the branded building phenomenon with examples ranging from the Dymaxion
bathroom to IKEA's "Bo Klok" house. He also analyzes the use of industrialized
buildings worldwide—including McDonald's drive-through restaurants and
contrasts the aesthetic concerns of architects against the economic ones of
industrialized building manufacturers. Ultimately, The Prefabricated Home
proposes a partnership of architects and industrialized building that could
potentially produce an exciting new type of humane and eco-conscious
architecture.
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From sash windows and ceramic tiles to barracks and warehouses, industrialized building has thrived since
the nineteenth century in Europe and America. Yet architects have neglected this area of practical
construction in favor of historical, theoretical, and artistic analyses, resulting in the emergence of an
influential building industry with architects on the far margins. Colin Davies explores in The Prefabricated
Home how the relationship between architecture and industrialized building has now become an urgent issue
for architects.

The Prefabricated Home outlines the methods and motives of prefabricated buildings and assesses their
architectural implications. Davies traces the origins of the branded building phenomenon with examples
ranging from the Dymaxion bathroom to IKEA's "Bo Klok" house. He also analyzes the use of industrialized
buildings worldwide—including McDonald's drive-through restaurants and contrasts the aesthetic concerns
of architects against the economic ones of industrialized building manufacturers. Ultimately, The
Prefabricated Home proposes a partnership of architects and industrialized building that could potentially
produce an exciting new type of humane and eco-conscious architecture.
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Editorial Review

Review

"An impassioned call to architects to change their attitudes to design processes, manufacturing methods and
relationships with clients. . . The Prefabricated Home is a more complex and provocative book than it might
at first appear. By turns angry and optimistic, it is both a challenging and enjoyable read."

(Building Design 2005-06-03)

"Simple . . . necessary."
(Parachute 2006-01-01)

"An excellent survey of the prefabrication debate."
(Grand Designs 2006-06-01)

"A modestly titled but densely informative book that could potentially help change the world, for real. . . . He
reveals fresh insight on the braoder issues of architecture and the original ideals of the modernists. . . .
[Davies] writes with clarity, grace, and an intellectual rigour that is surprisingly free of jargon. The
Prefabricated Home is a brilliant and timely book for anyone in the profession."
(Adele Weder Azure 2006-01-01)

"An incisive, provocative, and well researched polemic."
(Stephen Mullin Architectural Review 2006-06-01)

“Easy-to-read and provocative . . . the book will be valuable to a wide and diverse audience of general
readers, design students, practitioners, and academics . . . Davies achieves such broad appeal by cleverly
packaging two narratives into one book. His polemic on modern architecture is embedded inside of a
competent short history of western architects' experimentations with prefabricated single family homes.”

(Design Issues)

About the Author

Colin Davies is professor in the Department of Architecture at the University of North London and the
author of High-tech Architecture.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jack Young:

The book The Prefabricated Home can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
Why must we leave a good thing like a book The Prefabricated Home? Several of you have a different
opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right
now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give for each
other; you could share all of these. Book The Prefabricated Home has simple shape but you know: it has



great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read a guide. So it is
very wonderful.

Catherine Gabel:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As you may know that book is very important for us. The book The Prefabricated Home ended up
being making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It doesn't
matter what advantages for you. The book The Prefabricated Home is not only giving you considerably more
new information but also being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your personal spend
time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with all the book The Prefabricated Home. You never
sense lose out for everything when you read some books.

Tammy Paradis:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know which you should start with. This The Prefabricated Home is our recommendation
so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Melinda Walton:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read one together
with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the The Prefabricated Home is kind of e-book
which is giving the reader unstable experience.
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