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Slave narratives are powerful indictments of the horrors of slavery and
oppression, invaluable not only for the stories they tell but also for the
consistently high quality of their literary style. This book by Olaudah Equiano is
one such story. A compelling account that has gripped and fascinated readers
since its original London publication in 1789, the narrative describes Equiano's
formidable journey from captivity to freedom and literacy.
Charting a passage that takes him from life as an Igbo prince in what is now
eastern Nigeria to the New World, Equiano begins with a description of his
native land that includes particulars of the dress, agriculture, industry, commerce,
rituals, superstitions, and religious ceremonies of his country. In stark and
poignant detail he gives a compelling account of his kidnapping and his ordeal
aboard the slave ship, his service in the French and Indian wars, as well as many
other of his vicissitudes and adventures until he finally settles in England, where
he becomes a key figure in the British abolitionist movement.
Skillfully written with a wealth of grossing detail, this volume powerfully
illustrates the nature of the black experience in slavery, making it essential
reading for students of African-American history and anyone interested in the
struggle for equal rights and human dignity.
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Slave narratives are powerful indictments of the horrors of slavery and oppression, invaluable not only for
the stories they tell but also for the consistently high quality of their literary style. This book by Olaudah
Equiano is one such story. A compelling account that has gripped and fascinated readers since its original
London publication in 1789, the narrative describes Equiano's formidable journey from captivity to freedom
and literacy.
Charting a passage that takes him from life as an Igbo prince in what is now eastern Nigeria to the New
World, Equiano begins with a description of his native land that includes particulars of the dress, agriculture,
industry, commerce, rituals, superstitions, and religious ceremonies of his country. In stark and poignant
detail he gives a compelling account of his kidnapping and his ordeal aboard the slave ship, his service in the
French and Indian wars, as well as many other of his vicissitudes and adventures until he finally settles in
England, where he becomes a key figure in the British abolitionist movement.
Skillfully written with a wealth of grossing detail, this volume powerfully illustrates the nature of the black
experience in slavery, making it essential reading for students of African-American history and anyone
interested in the struggle for equal rights and human dignity.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Born in Nigeria in 1745, Olaudah Equiano was a well-known African abolitionist. Equiano was shipped to
the West Indies as a child-slave, and then to England where he was purchased by Lieutenant Michael Pascal
and trained as a seaman before serving in The Seven Years War. At the conclusion of hostilities, Pascal did
not free Equiano as promised, but instead sold him to Captain James Doran who then sold Equiano to James
King, a merchant from Philadelphia. In 1765, King let Equiano purchase his freedom for forty pounds, and
helped him earn money in his stead as a merchant. Now a free man, Equiano returned to London where he
made significant contributions to the abolitionist movement, and published his autobiography, The
Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano, or Gustavus Vassa, the African, which influenced the
Slave Trade Act of 1807. Equiano is believed to have died in 1797 at the age of 52.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Travis Ralls:

The book The Life of Olaudah Equiano (Dover Thrift Editions) has a lot info on it. So when you check out
this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some
research before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
perusing this book.

Jonathan Scott:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Life of Olaudah Equiano
(Dover Thrift Editions) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Hyacinth Mills:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This The Life of Olaudah Equiano (Dover Thrift Editions) can
give you a lot of good friends because by you looking at this one book you have point that they don't and
make an individual more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This guide offer you information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than
some other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Life of Olaudah
Equiano (Dover Thrift Editions).



Marie Brenneman:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book The Life of Olaudah Equiano (Dover Thrift
Editions) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle
the sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open up a
book and go through it. Beside that the reserve The Life of Olaudah Equiano (Dover Thrift Editions) can to
be your friend when you're experience alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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