The Last Unicorn: The Lost Version

‘; “’.— - D
~lAS]-
UNICORN: By Peter S. Beagle

\,fwi :
L1

¢ JosI"Version 28

Read Online ©

TheLast Unicorn: TheLost Version By Peter S. Beagle

Peter S. Beagle's The Last Unicorn has sold at least six million copies around the
world since it was published in 1968, and tens of millions of viewers have
delighted in the animated film version (for which Peter also wrote the
screenplay). But none of the fans of this amazing work have ever known the full
story of how The Last Unicorn cameto be. In 1962, the 23 year-old Beagle was
at acareer crossroads. His fantasy novel A Fine and Private Place had been
released to great critical acclaim in 1960, but his mainstream second book had
been flatly rejected by his publisher. What Peter wrote next was an 80-page
fragment about a unicorn, the last of her kind, lost in the modern world of
superhighways and Kodak cameras, with only a banished demon from Hell for a
traveling companion. Thisfirst take on the beloved classic -- so much the same,
so very different -- isnow available to readers for the first time, with an
introduction and commentary by the author.
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Peter S. Beagle's The Last Unicorn has sold at least six million copies around the world since it was
published in 1968, and tens of millions of viewers have delighted in the animated film version (for which
Peter also wrote the screenplay). But none of the fans of this amazing work have ever known the full story of
how The Last Unicorn cameto be. In 1962, the 23 year-old Beagle was at a career crossroads. His fantasy
novel A Fine and Private Place had been released to great critical acclaim in 1960, but his mainstream
second book had been flatly rejected by his publisher. What Peter wrote next was an 80-page fragment about
aunicorn, the last of her kind, lost in the modern world of superhighways and Kodak cameras, with only a
banished demon from Hell for atraveling companion. Thisfirst take on the beloved classic -- so much the
same, so very different -- is now available to readers for the first time, with an introduction and commentary
by the author.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

This fragment is Beagle's first, unsuccessful attempt at writing what became his classic fantasy, The Last
Unicorn (1968), though even his failures are marvels of wry humor and brilliant prose styling. Beagle's
introduction illuminates his thought processes behind the composition of The Last Unicorn, while his
afterword explains "the occasional haunting connection” between this version and the finished one. Asin the
completed text, an immortal unicorn leaves her lilac wood in search of other unicorns. She engages in witty
repartee with awhiny dragon and meets up with atwo-headed demon, Azazel and Webster, who are carrying
acoal stolen from hell. The unicorn and the demons have some intriguing, whimsical conversations, but the
action ends abruptly before resolving any of the characters' fates. Collectors and those interested in the
gestation of Beagle's masterpiece will best appreciate this imperfect gem. (Dec.)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Beagle's modern fantasy classic, The Last Unicorn (1968), didn't come easily. He stalled on the first draft,
returning to the concept only after a cross-country motor-scooter trip and his book about it, | See by My
Ouitfit (1965). While the first draft opens the same as the novel, the principal characters other than the
unicorn are different. There's aweary, tattered dragon, who apprises the unicorn of how the world beyond
her forest has changed since the heyday of mythic beasts like themselves. Better, there's Azazel and Webster,
atwo-headed demon kicked out of hell because Webster loudly resisted such infernal improvements as
turning off the flames and rel egating Satan to figurehead status. The heads' bickering Beagle now seesasin
character with his and his road buddy's banter in | See by My Outfit, and he says he gave up on the first
version because he couldn't continue the satire of religion the demon introduced. Thank heavens, though, that
he persevered and now publishes this funny, darkly winsome fragment. Ray Olson

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

Thisfragment is Beagle's first, unsuccessful attempt at writing what became his classic fantasy, The Last
Unicorn (1968), though even his failures are marvels of wry humor and brilliant prose styling. Beagle's
introduction illuminates his thought processes behind the composition of The Last Unicorn, while his
afterword explains 'the occasional haunting connection' between this version and the finished one. Asin the
completed text, an immortal unicorn leaves her lilac wood in search of other unicorns. Collectors and those
interested in the gestation of Beagle's masterpiece will best appreciate thisimperfect gem." --Publishers
Weekly

Beagle s modern fantasy classic, The Last Unicorn (1968), didn't come easily. He stalled on the first draft,
returning to the concept only after a cross-country motor-scooter trip and his book about it, | See by My
Ouitfit (1965). While the first draft opens the same as the novel, the principal characters other than the
unicorn are different. Thank heavens, though, that he persevered and now publishes this funny, darkly
winsome fragment. --Booklist

Users Review

From reader reviews:


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Brad Black:

Have you spare time for aday? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Y es, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled The Last Unicorn: The
Lost Version? Maybe it isto become best activity for you. Y ou aready know beside you can spend your
time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or
you have other opinion?

James Goodman:

What do you think about book? It isjust for students since they are still students or the item for all peoplein
the world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't desire do that. Y ou must know how great and also important the book The Last Unicorn: The Lost
Version. All type of book isit possible to see on many options. Y ou can look for the internet resources or
other social media.

Patricia Beall:

The knowledge that you get from The Last Unicorn: The Lost Version could be the more deep you digging
the information that hide within the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that
this book is hard to know but The Last Unicorn: The Lost Version giving you joy feeling of reading. The
article author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by anyone who read this because the
author of this e-book iswell-known enough. This particular book also makes your own vaocabulary increase
well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
propose you for having this specific The Last Unicorn: The Lost Version instantly.

Lisa Saxon:

In this age globalization it isimportant to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and
soon. Y ou can view that now, alot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for you is The Last Unicorn: The Lost Version this publication consist alot of the information
of the condition of thisworld now. This kind of book was represented how can the world has grown up. The
words styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book appropriate al of you.
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