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A vaguely sinister comedy of manners by beloved artist Edward Gorey
 
Told in a set of fourteen rhyming couplets, The Doubtful Guest is the story of a
solemn, mysterious, outdoor creature, dressed rather ordinarily in sneakers and a
scarf, who appears on a winter night at a family's Victorian home and never
leaves again. Gorey's eerie and charming illustrations accompany the verses,
making this an enjoyably strange (and strangely enjoyable) read for all ages.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Originally published in 1957, The Doubtful Guest serves as a prime example of the beauty, eccentricity, and
brilliance of Edward Gorey's work. If the book was read aloud without revealing the accompanying black-
and-white drawings, you might guess the tale came from the quirky genius of Dr. Seuss. The rhyming
couplets and nonsensical verse (about an even more nonsensical creature) feel familiar, but in Gorey's skilled
hands, the experience becomes altogether new.

The doubtful guest shows up unannounced and unwelcome, yet its presence is accepted after only a brief
interlude of screaming. The staid, pale, Victorian inhabitants of the mansion alternately stare and glare at the
doubtful guest as it tears out whole chapters from books, peels the soles of its white canvas shoes, and broods
while lying on the floor ("inconveniently close to the drawing-room door"). Strangely, or rather, typically, as
this is a Gorey book, the stymied occupants never ask the guest to leave--and in 17 years it has still "shown
no intention of going away." Maintaining a matter-of-fact tone in spite of true oddity is pure, delicious
Gorey, and his trademark drawings are not to be missed. The ghostly, stark, and undeniably amusing
illustrations make The Doubtful Guest an entrancing tale in which reserved, insular lives meet with the
unexpected and bizarre. (Ages 5 and older)

About the Author

Edward Gorey (1925-2000) wrote and illustrated such popular books as The Doubtful Guest, The
Gashlycrumb Tinies, and The Headless Bust. He was also a very successful set and costume designer,
earning a Tony Award for his Broadway production of Edward Gorey's Dracula. Animated sequences of his
work have introduced the PBS series Mystery! since 1980.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joseph Sutton:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication The Doubtful Guest will make you to
possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you
think which open or reading any book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be thought
like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with you?

Alissa Sowell:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying The Doubtful Guest that give
your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading addiction all over the
world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react
towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the geeky particular person but



for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as
your good habit, you can pick The Doubtful Guest become your current starter.

Anne Corchado:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must
do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in
the top listing in your reading list will be The Doubtful Guest. This book which can be qualified as The
Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking right up and review this
publication you can get many advantages.

Henry Heath:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or real
their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As
we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Doubtful Guest can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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