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The Acts of Peter, one of the Apocryphal Acts of the Apostles that detail the
exploits of the key figures of early Christianity, provides a unique window into
the formation of early Christian narrative. Like the Gospels, the Acts of Peter
developed from disparate oral and written narrative from the first century. The
apocryphal text, however, continued to develop into a number of re-castings,
translations, abridgements, and expansions. The Acts of Peter present Christian
narrative in an alternate universe, in which canonization did not halt the process
of creative re-composition.

Now, in this groundbreaking book, Thomas examines the sources and subsequent
versions of the Acts, from the earliest traditions through the sixth-century
Passions of the Apostles, arguing the importance of its "narrative fluidity": the
existence of the work in several versions or multiforms. This feature, shared with
the Jewish novels of Esther and Daniel, the Greek romance about Alexander the
Great, and the Christian Gospels, allows these narratives to adapt to
accommodate the changing historical circumstances of their audiences. In each
new version, the audiences' defining conflicts were reflected in the text, echoing
a historical consciousness more often identified with primary oral societies, in
which the account of the past is a malleable script explaining the present.
Although the genre most closely comparable to these works is the ancient novel,
their serious historical intent separates them from the later, more self-consciously
fictive novels, and maintains them within the realm of the earlier historical
novels produced by ethnic subcultures within the Roman empire.
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Editorial Review

Review
... should encourage further research into this literature. Novum Testamentum A most valuable contribution
to the literary history of early Christianity. International Review of Biblical Studies

About the Author
Christine M. Thomas is at University of California, Santa Barbara.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jennifer Larson:

The book The Acts of Peter, Gospel Literature, and the Ancient Novel: Rewriting the Past give you a sense
of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can for being
your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining
a book The Acts of Peter, Gospel Literature, and the Ancient Novel: Rewriting the Past to be your habit, you
can get far more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all
subjects. You could know everything if you like start and read a e-book The Acts of Peter, Gospel Literature,
and the Ancient Novel: Rewriting the Past. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Suzanne Mitchell:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with their story or
their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their ability in writing, they
also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this The Acts of Peter, Gospel
Literature, and the Ancient Novel: Rewriting the Past.

Sally Kim:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you examine
a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you have
read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The The
Acts of Peter, Gospel Literature, and the Ancient Novel: Rewriting the Past provide you with new experience



in examining a book.

Jack Lacasse:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, do you
think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you can have
the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Acts of Peter, Gospel Literature, and
the Ancient Novel: Rewriting the Past which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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