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Immigration is remaking the United States. In New York, Los Angeles, Miami,
San Francisco, and Chicago, the multiethnic society of tomorrow is already in
place. Yet today's urban centers appear unlikely to provide newcomers with the
same opportunities their predecessors found at the turn of the last century. Using
the latest sources of information, this hard-hitting volume of original essays looks
at the nexus between urban realities and immigrant destinies in these American
cities. Strangers at the Gates tells the real story of immigrants' prospects for
success today and delineates the conditions that will hinder or aid the newest
Americans in their quest to get ahead.

This book stresses the crucial importance of understanding that immigration
today is fundamentally urban and the equally important fact that immigrants are
now flocking to places where low-skilled workers--regardless of ethnic
background--are in particular trouble. These two themes are at the heart of this
book, which also covers a range of provocative topics, often with surprising
findings. Among the essayists, Nelson Lim enters the controversy over whether
and how immigrants affect the employment prospects for African Americans;
Mark Ellis investigates whether low immigrant wages depress other workers'
salaries; William A.V. Clark contends that immigrants seem to be experiencing
downward mobility; and Min Zhou asserts that trends among second-generation
immigrants are decidedly more optimistic.

These well-integrated and well-organized essays sit squarely at the intersection of
sociology and economics, and along the way they point out both the strengths
and the weaknesses of these two disciplines in understanding immigration.
Providing a theoretically and empirically comprehensive overview of the
economic fate of immigrants in major American cities, this book will make a
major contribution to debates over immigration and the American future.
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Immigration is remaking the United States. In New York, Los Angeles, Miami, San Francisco, and Chicago,
the multiethnic society of tomorrow is already in place. Yet today's urban centers appear unlikely to provide
newcomers with the same opportunities their predecessors found at the turn of the last century. Using the
latest sources of information, this hard-hitting volume of original essays looks at the nexus between urban
realities and immigrant destinies in these American cities. Strangers at the Gates tells the real story of
immigrants' prospects for success today and delineates the conditions that will hinder or aid the newest
Americans in their quest to get ahead.

This book stresses the crucial importance of understanding that immigration today is fundamentally urban
and the equally important fact that immigrants are now flocking to places where low-skilled workers--
regardless of ethnic background--are in particular trouble. These two themes are at the heart of this book,
which also covers a range of provocative topics, often with surprising findings. Among the essayists, Nelson
Lim enters the controversy over whether and how immigrants affect the employment prospects for African
Americans; Mark Ellis investigates whether low immigrant wages depress other workers' salaries; William
A.V. Clark contends that immigrants seem to be experiencing downward mobility; and Min Zhou asserts that
trends among second-generation immigrants are decidedly more optimistic.

These well-integrated and well-organized essays sit squarely at the intersection of sociology and economics,
and along the way they point out both the strengths and the weaknesses of these two disciplines in
understanding immigration. Providing a theoretically and empirically comprehensive overview of the
economic fate of immigrants in major American cities, this book will make a major contribution to debates
over immigration and the American future.
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Editorial Review

Review
"As an admirable successor to Ethnic Los Angeles, this work examines the challenges confronting immigrant
workers in urban areas. Strangers at the Gates should be of great interest to scholars and non-scholars
interested in contemporary immigration and the American future." - Richard Alba, author of Ethnic Identity:
The Transformation of White America; "Strangers at the Gates brings new evidence and theorizing to central
issues in the sociology of immigrant and ethnic life. An excellent educational resource, informing readers,
while simultaneously training them to carry out sophisticated comparative social science research, this well-
written work will be required reading in immigration, stratification, ethnicity, race relations, urban studies,
social geography, social policy, intro to sociology, and demography." - Steve Gold, coauthor of Ethnic
Economies

From the Inside Flap

"As an admirable successor to Ethnic Los Angeles, this work examines the challenges confronting immigrant
workers in urban areas. Strangers at the Gates should be of great interest to scholars and non-scholars
interested in contemporary immigration and the American future."—Richard Alba, author of Ethnic Identity:
The Transformation of White America

"Strangers at the Gates brings new evidence and theorizing to central issues in the sociology of immigrant
and ethnic life. An excellent educational resource, informing readers, while simultaneously training them
how to carry out sophisticated, comparative social science research, this well-written work will be required
reading in immigration, stratification, ethnicity, race relations, urban studies, social geography, social policy,
intro to sociology, and demography."—Steve Gold, co-author of Ethnic Economies

"Strangers at the Gates is another powerful tour d' horizon by Waldinger and his associates. This is a richly
textured look at one of immigration's most important topics: how immigrants respond to and remake once
again America's urban low-wage labor markets in the 'capitals of immigrant America.' Among the book's
thought-provoking findings is a newfound--if tentative--'optimism' about the prospects of the second
generation."—Demetri Papdemetriou, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace

"Strangers at the Gates is a penetrating, timely analysis of the economic successes and problems of today's
immigrants and of the native-born Americans with whom they coexist and compete. This wide-ranging and
lively contribution to the newly reinvented field of economic sociology will appeal to researchers, students,
policymakers, and the general public."—Herbert Gans, author of Making Sense of America: Sociological
Analyses and Essays

From the Back Cover
"As an admirable successor to "Ethnic Los Angeles, this work examines the challenges confronting
immigrant workers in urban areas. "Strangers at the Gates should be of great interest to scholars and non-
scholars interested in contemporary immigration and the American future."--Richard Alba, author of "Ethnic
Identity: The Transformation of White America

""Strangers at the Gates brings new evidence and theorizing to central issues in the sociology of immigrant
and ethnic life. An excellent educational resource, informing readers, while simultaneously training them



how to carry out sophisticated, comparative social science research, this well-written work will be required
reading in immigration, stratification, ethnicity, race relations, urban studies, social geography, social policy,
intro to sociology, and demography."--Steve Gold, co-author of "Ethnic Economies

""Strangers at the Gates is another powerful tour d' horizon by Waldinger and his associates. This is a richly
textured look at one of immigration's most important topics: how immigrants respond to and remake once
again America's urban low-wage labor markets in the 'capitals of immigrant America.' Among the book's
thought-provoking findings is a newfound--if tentative--'optimism' about the prospects of the second
generation."--Demetri Papdemetriou, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace

""Strangers at the Gates is a penetrating, timely analysis of the economic successes and problems of today's
immigrants and of the native-born Americans with whom they coexist and compete. This wide-ranging and
lively contribution to the newly reinvented field of economic sociology will appeal to researchers, students,
policymakers,and the general public."--Herbert Gans, author of "Making Sense of America: Sociological
Analyses and Essays

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sharon Stennis:

The book Strangers at the Gates: New Immigrants in Urban America make one feel enjoy for your spare
time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting
strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book Strangers at the Gates:
New Immigrants in Urban America being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add
your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you
like open and read a publication Strangers at the Gates: New Immigrants in Urban America. Kinds of book
are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

Richard Stratton:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Strangers at the Gates: New Immigrants in Urban America, it is possible to tells your family, friends and
soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

Clifford Hudgins:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Strangers at the Gates: New Immigrants in Urban
America can give you a lot of good friends because by you investigating this one book you have factor that
they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to



get success. This e-book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more
than various other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have Strangers at the Gates:
New Immigrants in Urban America.

Richard Valadez:

You can get this Strangers at the Gates: New Immigrants in Urban America by visit the bookstore or Mall.
Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for ones knowledge.
Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by
simply e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your reserve. It is
most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose right
ways for you.
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