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How do we see? This question has fascinated and perplexed philosophers and
scientists for millennia. In visual perception, mind and world meet, when light
reflected from objects enters the eyes and stimulates the nerves leading to activity
in the brain near the back of the head. This neural activity yields conscious
experiences of a world in three dimensions, clothed in colors, and immediately
recognized as (say) ground, sky, grass, trees, and friends. The visual brain also
produces nonconscious representations that interact with other brain systems for
perception and cognition and that help to regulate our visually guided actions.
But how does all of this really work? The answers concern the physiology,
psychology, and philosophy of visual perception and cognition. Gary Hatfield's
essays address fundamental questions concerning, in Part I, the psychological
processes underlying spatial perception and perception of objects; in Part II,
psychological theories and metaphysical controversies about color perception and
qualia; and, in Part III, the history and philosophy of theories of vision, including
methodological controversies surrounding introspection and involving the
relations between psychology and the fields of neuroscience and cognitive
science. An introductory chapter provides a unified overview; an extensive
reference list rounds out the volume.
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How do we see? This question has fascinated and perplexed philosophers and scientists for millennia. In
visual perception, mind and world meet, when light reflected from objects enters the eyes and stimulates the
nerves leading to activity in the brain near the back of the head. This neural activity yields conscious
experiences of a world in three dimensions, clothed in colors, and immediately recognized as (say) ground,
sky, grass, trees, and friends. The visual brain also produces nonconscious representations that interact with
other brain systems for perception and cognition and that help to regulate our visually guided actions. But
how does all of this really work? The answers concern the physiology, psychology, and philosophy of visual
perception and cognition. Gary Hatfield's essays address fundamental questions concerning, in Part I, the
psychological processes underlying spatial perception and perception of objects; in Part II, psychological
theories and metaphysical controversies about color perception and qualia; and, in Part III, the history and
philosophy of theories of vision, including methodological controversies surrounding introspection and
involving the relations between psychology and the fields of neuroscience and cognitive science. An
introductory chapter provides a unified overview; an extensive reference list rounds out the volume.
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Editorial Review

Review

"...it should be stressed how the papers collected together in this book represent an important contribution to
the philosophy of psychology. Hatfield's impact on the field is
undeniable, and anyone interested in gaining a better understanding of the nature of
his contribution would be well advised to read this volume." -- Philosophical Psychology

About the Author

Gary Hatfield has studied visual perception for more than three decades. His works include experimental
studies of shape constancy, theoretical papers on perception, and philosophical studies of the fundamental
concepts and theories of visual perception and cognition and their history. His work in the history and
philosophy of psychology extends from the seventeenth century to current controversies on qualia and
perceptual representation. He has published books on Descartes and the Meditations and The Natural and
the Normative: Theories of Spatial Perception from Kant to Helmholtz, and he has translated Kant's
Prolegomena to Any Future Metaphysics. He is the co-founder of the Visual Studies undergraduate program
at the University of Pennsylvania and has co-taught, with psychologists and art historians, courses and
seminars on all aspects of visual perception.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sarita Springer:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has distinct
personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't would
like do that. You must know how great along with important the book Perception and Cognition: Essays in
the Philosophy of Psychology. All type of book could you see on many solutions. You can look for the
internet methods or other social media.

Nellie Kim:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept Perception and
Cognition: Essays in the Philosophy of Psychology suitable to you? The book was written by well-known
writer in this era. The particular book untitled Perception and Cognition: Essays in the Philosophy of
Psychologyis one of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of
people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever know ahead of.
The author explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of the core of



this e-book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So that you can see
the represented of the world within this book.

Carolyn Fletcher:

This Perception and Cognition: Essays in the Philosophy of Psychology is great guide for you because the
content that is certainly full of information for you who all always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This specific book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can point
out no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean
it only provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having Perception and Cognition: Essays in the Philosophy of Psychology in your hand like
keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you
world within ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do that. So , this really is good reading book.
Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Helen Velez:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you study a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, and soon. The Perception and Cognition: Essays in the Philosophy of Psychology offer you a new
experience in studying a book.
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