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Stephen Darwall presents a series of essays that explore the view that central
moral concepts are irreducibly second-personal, in that they entail mutual
accountability and the authority to address demands. He illustrates the power of
the second-personal framework to illuminate a wide variety of issues in moral,
political, and legal philosophy. Section I concerns morality: its distinctiveness
among normative concepts; the metaethics of 'bipolar obligations' (owed to
someone); the relation between moral obligation's form and the substance of our
obligations; whether the fact that an action is wrong is itself a reason against
action (as opposed to simply entailing that sufficient moral reasons independently
exist); and whether morality requires general principles or might be irreducibly
particularistic. Section II consists of two essays on autonomy: one discussing the
relation between Kant's 'autonomy of the will' and the right to autonomy, and
another arguing that what makes an agent's desires and will reason giving is not
the basis of 'internal' practical reasons in desire, but the dignity of persons and
shared second-personal authority. Section III focuses on the nature of authority
and the law. Two essays take up Joseph Raz's influential 'normal justification
thesis' and argue that it fails to capture authority's second-personal nature,
without which authority cannot create 'exclusionary' and 'preemptive' reasons.
The final two essays concern law. The first sketches the insights that a second-
personal approach can provide into the nature of law and the grounds of
distinctions between different parts of law. The second shows how a second-
personal framework can be used to develop the 'civil recourse theory' in the law
of torts.
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Stephen Darwall presents a series of essays that explore the view that central moral concepts are irreducibly
second-personal, in that they entail mutual accountability and the authority to address demands. He
illustrates the power of the second-personal framework to illuminate a wide variety of issues in moral,
political, and legal philosophy. Section I concerns morality: its distinctiveness among normative concepts;
the metaethics of 'bipolar obligations' (owed to someone); the relation between moral obligation's form and
the substance of our obligations; whether the fact that an action is wrong is itself a reason against action (as
opposed to simply entailing that sufficient moral reasons independently exist); and whether morality requires
general principles or might be irreducibly particularistic. Section II consists of two essays on autonomy: one
discussing the relation between Kant's 'autonomy of the will' and the right to autonomy, and another arguing
that what makes an agent's desires and will reason giving is not the basis of 'internal' practical reasons in
desire, but the dignity of persons and shared second-personal authority. Section III focuses on the nature of
authority and the law. Two essays take up Joseph Raz's influential 'normal justification thesis' and argue that
it fails to capture authority's second-personal nature, without which authority cannot create 'exclusionary' and
'preemptive' reasons. The final two essays concern law. The first sketches the insights that a second-personal
approach can provide into the nature of law and the grounds of distinctions between different parts of law.
The second shows how a second-personal framework can be used to develop the 'civil recourse theory' in the
law of torts.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Stephen Darwall is Andrew Downey Orrick Professor of Philosophy at Yale University and John Dewey
Distinguished University Professor Emeritus at the University of Michigan. He has written widely on the
history and foundations of ethics. His most important books include: Impartial Reason (1983), The British
Moralists and the Internal 'Ought': 1640-1740, Philosophical Ethics (1998), Welfare and Rational Care
(2002), and The Second-Person Standpoint (2006). He is a fellow of the American Academy of Arts and
Sciences and, with David Velleman, founding co-editor of Philosophers' Imprint.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kimberly Rubio:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Morality, Authority, and Law:
Essays in Second-Personal Ethics I. All type of book are you able to see on many methods. You can look for
the internet solutions or other social media.

Ashley McKay:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up being
exactly added. This e-book Morality, Authority, and Law: Essays in Second-Personal Ethics I was filled
regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some
people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense
enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Steven Whitney:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also
know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book. Different
categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this Morality, Authority, and
Law: Essays in Second-Personal Ethics I.



Lori Barnes:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of
news. With this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the Morality, Authority, and Law: Essays in Second-Personal Ethics I when you required it?
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