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Modern Architecture is a landmark text--the first book in which America's
greatest architect put forth the principles of a fundamentally new, organic
architecture that would reject the trappings of historical styles while avoiding the
geometric abstraction of the machine aesthetic advocated by contemporary
European modernists. One of the most important documents in the development
of modern architecture and the career of Frank Lloyd Wright, Modern
Architecture is a provocative and profound polemic against America's
architectural eclecticism, commercial skyscrapers, and misguided urban
planning. The book is also a work of savvy self-promotion, in which Wright not
only advanced his own concept of an organic architecture but also framed it as
having anticipated by decades--and bettered--what he saw as the reductive
modernism of his European counterparts. Based on the 1931 original, for which
Wright supplied the cover illustration, this beautiful edition includes a new
introduction that puts Modern Architecture in its broader architectural, historical,
and intellectual context for the first time.

The subjects of these lively lectures--from "Machinery, Materials and Men" to
"The Tyranny of the Skyscraper" and "The City"--move from a general statement
of the conditions of modern culture to particular applications in the fields of
architecture and urbanism at ever broadening scales. Wright's vision in Modern
Architecture is ultimately to equate the truly modern with romanticism,
imagination, beauty, and nature--all of which he connects with an underlying
sense of American democratic freedom and individualism.
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Modern Architecture is a landmark text--the first book in which America's greatest architect put forth the
principles of a fundamentally new, organic architecture that would reject the trappings of historical styles
while avoiding the geometric abstraction of the machine aesthetic advocated by contemporary European
modernists. One of the most important documents in the development of modern architecture and the career
of Frank Lloyd Wright, Modern Architecture is a provocative and profound polemic against America's
architectural eclecticism, commercial skyscrapers, and misguided urban planning. The book is also a work of
savvy self-promotion, in which Wright not only advanced his own concept of an organic architecture but also
framed it as having anticipated by decades--and bettered--what he saw as the reductive modernism of his
European counterparts. Based on the 1931 original, for which Wright supplied the cover illustration, this
beautiful edition includes a new introduction that puts Modern Architecture in its broader architectural,
historical, and intellectual context for the first time.

The subjects of these lively lectures--from "Machinery, Materials and Men" to "The Tyranny of the
Skyscraper" and "The City"--move from a general statement of the conditions of modern culture to particular
applications in the fields of architecture and urbanism at ever broadening scales. Wright's vision in Modern
Architecture is ultimately to equate the truly modern with romanticism, imagination, beauty, and nature--all
of which he connects with an underlying sense of American democratic freedom and individualism.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The endpapers of Modern Architecture--which Princeton University Press has reissued in a facsimile of its
original 1931 edition--are embellished with Wright aphorisms that recall the improving mottoes typically
displayed in Arts and Crafts interiors. . . . The Princeton reprint has an authoritative introduction by the
architectural historian Neil Levine."--Martin Filler, New York Review of Books

"Perhaps some people think you can have too many books on Frank Lloyd Wright, but I believe there's
always room for more. This year, it's a scholarly duo from Princeton University Press: The Essential Frank
Lloyd Wright: Critical Writings on Architecture, edited by Wright scholar Bruce Brooks Pfeiffer (453 pages,
$49.95) and the essential Modern Architecture: Being the Kahn Lectures for 1930, with a new introduction
by Neil Levine (115 pages, $29.95)."--Mary Chandler, Rocky Mountain News

Praise for the original edition: "Exuberant, confessedly romantic, insistently individualistic, at times even
florid and rhetorical, [Modern Architecture] is still (and I say it, who fought my rising enthusiasm at every
turn of a page) the very best book on modern architecture that exists."--Catherine Bauer, New Republic

About the Author
Neil Levine, the Emmet Blakeney Gleason Professor of History of Art and Architecture at Harvard
University, is the author of "The Architecture of Frank Lloyd Wright" (Princeton).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rosemarie Pickett:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book Modern Architecture: Being
the Kahn Lectures for 1930. All type of book could you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet
options or other social media.

Jacqueline Ramos:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Modern Architecture:
Being the Kahn Lectures for 1930 suitable to you? The book was written by well-known writer in this era.
Often the book untitled Modern Architecture: Being the Kahn Lectures for 1930is the main of several books
that will everyone read now. This book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new age that you ever know prior to. The author explained their strategy in the
simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this reserve. This book will give you a
large amount of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world with this
book.



Frederick Cagle:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this Modern Architecture: Being the Kahn Lectures for 1930, you may tells your family, friends along with
soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Lawrence Wilson:

The book untitled Modern Architecture: Being the Kahn Lectures for 1930 contain a lot of information on
that. The writer explains the woman idea with easy method. The language is very straightforward all the
people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was published by famous author.
The author brings you in the new time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read
on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.
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