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Thisilluminating study of the evolution of Chinese capitalism chronicles the
fortunes of the Song family of North China under five successive authoritarian
governments. Headed initially by Song Chuandian, who became rich by
exporting hairnets to Europe and Americain the early twentieth century, the
family built athriving business against long odds of rural poverty and political
chaos.

A savvy political operator, Song Chuandian prospered and kept local warlords at
bay, but his career ended badly when he fell afoul of the new Nationalist
government. His son Song Feiging?inspired by the reformist currents of the May
Fourth Movement?devel oped a utopian capitalist vision that industry would
redeem China from foreign imperialism and cultural backwardness. He founded
the Dongya Corporation in 1932 to manufacture wool knitting yarn and for two
decades steered the company through a constantly changing political
landscape?he Nationalists, then Japanese occupiers, then the Nationalists again,
and finally Chinese Communists. Increasingly hostile governments, combined
with inflation, foreign competition, and a restless labor force, thwarted his
ambition to create an “Industrial Eden.”

Brett Sheehan shows how the Song family engaged in eclectic business practices
that bore the imprint of both foreign and traditional Chinese influences.
Businesspeople came to expect much from increasingly intrusive states, but the
position of private capitalists remained tenuous no matter which government was
in control. Although private business in Chinawas closely linked to the state, it
was neither a handmaiden to authoritarianism nor a natural ally of democracy.
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Thisilluminating study of the evolution of Chinese capitalism chronicles the fortunes of the Song family of
North China under five successive authoritarian governments. Headed initially by Song Chuandian, who
became rich by exporting hairnets to Europe and Americain the early twentieth century, the family built a
thriving business against long odds of rural poverty and political chaos.

A savvy political operator, Song Chuandian prospered and kept local warlords at bay, but his career ended
badly when he fell afoul of the new Nationalist government. His son Song FeigingZinspired by the reformist
currents of the May Fourth Movement?devel oped a utopian capitalist vision that industry would redeem
Chinafrom foreign imperialism and cultural backwardness. He founded the Dongya Corporation in 1932 to
manufacture wool knitting yarn and for two decades steered the company through a constantly changing
political landscape?the Nationalists, then Japanese occupiers, then the Nationalists again, and finally Chinese
Communists. Increasingly hostile governments, combined with inflation, foreign competition, and arestless
labor force, thwarted his ambition to create an “Industrial Eden.”

Brett Sheehan shows how the Song family engaged in eclectic business practices that bore the imprint of
both foreign and traditional Chinese influences. Businesspeople came to expect much from increasingly
intrusive states, but the position of private capitalists remained tenuous no matter which government wasin
control. Although private businessin Chinawas closely linked to the state, it was neither a handmaiden to
authoritarianism nor anatural ally of democracy.
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Editorial Review

Review

Sheehan deftly handles a complex subject?the changing fortunes of one family’s enterprise through five
political regimes spanning more than a century. Industrial Eden is avaluable addition to the literature on
business—state relations in twentieth-century China and will remain important decades to come. (Karl Gerth,
University of California, San Diego)

Industrial Eden is afascinating and important study of modern Chinese capitalism that tracks the long arc of
abusiness family from its rise in the late-nineteenth century to the collapse of its fortunes in the 1950s. The
documentary basis of the book is rich and exhaustive; no archival stone has been left unturned. The book
offers arare and revealing picture of political and economic change taking place in tandem, in alternating
moments of rise and ruin. (David Strand, Dickinson College)

About the Author
Brett Sheehan is Associate Professor of History at the University of Southern California.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Richard Dunn:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to
answer that question due to the fact just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in
each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on guarderia until university need this kind of Industrial
Eden: A Chinese Capitalist Vision to read.

JamesKline;

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for awhileis
reading. Y es, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high.
For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Industrial Eden: A Chinese Capitalist
Vision book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Thelma Olivares:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Industrial Eden:
A Chinese Capitalist Vision suitable to you? The actual book was written by renowned writer in thisera. The



particular book untitled Industrial Eden: A Chinese Capitalist Visionis one of several books that everyone
read now. Thiskind of book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this guide you will
enter the new dimension that you ever know prior to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way,
and so al of people can easily to recognise the core of this publication. This book will give you agreat deal
of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this book.

Danid Starnes;

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family members or
their friend. Do you know? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe playing
video games al day long. If you need to try to find a new activity hereislook different you can read some
sort of book. Itisreally fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day every
day to reading areserve. The book Industrial Eden: A Chinese Capitalist Vision it is quite good to read.
There are alot of individuals who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In
case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual e-book. Y ou can mQOore very
easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high quality.
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