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Walt Whitman spent twenty-five years as a journalist before he published his first
book of poems. Mark Twain pursued a twenty-year career as a journalist before
the publication of his first novel. The list of great imaginative writers whose
careers began in journalism includes not only Whitman and Twain, but also
Theodore Dreiser, Ernest Hemingway, and John Dos Passos, among others.
Fishkin's book--the first full-length study to examine this tradition in American
letters--focuses on the lives and careers of Whitman, Twain, Dreiser,
Hemingway, and Dos Passos, in order to discover the roots of their greatest
imaginative works and the factors that led each writer to turn to fiction. Fishkin
determines that they all turned to fiction because they wished to engage their
readers in ways not possible through conventional journalism, and yet not one of
them found his artistic stride until he returned, in new and creative ways, to the
subjects and strategies first explored as a journalist.
Fishkin weaves together threads of biography, literary criticism, literary theory,
and social history to reveal the neglected role journalism has played in shaping
American literary tradition since the 1830s. Her final chapter examines the
attitudes toward journalism and fiction, and the division between the two in the
works of such contemporary fiction writers as Norman Mailer, John Hersey, and
E.L. Doctorow.
Fishkin's probing examination of the poetry and fiction that followed the
newspaper and magazine work of Whitman, Twain, Dreiser, Hemingway, and
Dos Passos both reveals how each writer transformed fact into art and how
journalism has helped to give a distinctively American cast to American
literature.
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Walt Whitman spent twenty-five years as a journalist before he published his first book of poems. Mark
Twain pursued a twenty-year career as a journalist before the publication of his first novel. The list of great
imaginative writers whose careers began in journalism includes not only Whitman and Twain, but also
Theodore Dreiser, Ernest Hemingway, and John Dos Passos, among others.
Fishkin's book--the first full-length study to examine this tradition in American letters--focuses on the lives
and careers of Whitman, Twain, Dreiser, Hemingway, and Dos Passos, in order to discover the roots of their
greatest imaginative works and the factors that led each writer to turn to fiction. Fishkin determines that they
all turned to fiction because they wished to engage their readers in ways not possible through conventional
journalism, and yet not one of them found his artistic stride until he returned, in new and creative ways, to
the subjects and strategies first explored as a journalist.
Fishkin weaves together threads of biography, literary criticism, literary theory, and social history to reveal
the neglected role journalism has played in shaping American literary tradition since the 1830s. Her final
chapter examines the attitudes toward journalism and fiction, and the division between the two in the works
of such contemporary fiction writers as Norman Mailer, John Hersey, and E.L. Doctorow.
Fishkin's probing examination of the poetry and fiction that followed the newspaper and magazine work of
Whitman, Twain, Dreiser, Hemingway, and Dos Passos both reveals how each writer transformed fact into
art and how journalism has helped to give a distinctively American cast to American literature.
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Editorial Review

Review

"I anticipate great value from this text--its scholarship, lucid prose, and particularly the vast gap of ignorance
it seeks to fill, will make it a most useful and versatile choice for my course."--Raymond I. Rundus,
Pembroke State University

"From Whitman and Twain to Dreiser and Dos Passos, [Fishkin] tracks American literature back to
unexpected beginnings in journalism. Her sophisticated search turns a new illumination on these writers'
lives."--Eugene Patterson, St. Petersburg Times

"A valuable and readable study, well worth the attention of any student of American writing."--San
Francisco Chronicle

"An original, illuminating, and timely work. It reaches back to explore in vivid detail the journalistic origins
of some of the greatest American writers, from Whitman to Dos Passos, then reaches forward to reflect with
subtlety and sophistication on the current journalistic tendency towards fiction-making."--R.W.B. Lewis,
Yale University

"No critic before Fishkin has explored at length the phenomenon of the reporter turned artist. From Fact to
Fiction is a welcome initial exploration, an incisive and well-written discussion...[a] groundbreaking book."-
-American Quarterly

About the Author

Shelley Fisher Fishkin teaches American Studies at the University of Texas in Austin and was Director of
the Poynter Fellowship in Journalism at Yale University where she also taught American Literature.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christopher Cunningham:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book From Fact to Fiction: Journalism & Imaginative
Writing in America (Literature/American Studies). You can choose the best book if you want reading a



book. As long as we know about how is important the book From Fact to Fiction: Journalism & Imaginative
Writing in America (Literature/American Studies). You can add know-how and of course you can around the
world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can realize everything! From your country
right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to
know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You
can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Ruben Jenkins:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular From
Fact to Fiction: Journalism & Imaginative Writing in America (Literature/American Studies) book as
beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Jere Bingham:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now's
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get
the unstable resource then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take From Fact to Fiction: Journalism &
Imaginative Writing in America (Literature/American Studies) as your daily resource information.

Doris Stone:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love From Fact to Fiction: Journalism &
Imaginative Writing in America (Literature/American Studies), you could enjoy both. It is good combination
right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What?
Still don't get it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.
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