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As the former New York Times Critical Shopper, and voted one of
Fashionista's 50 Most Influential People in New York Fashion, Cintra
Wilson knows something about clothes. And in Fear and Clothing, she
imparts her no-holds-barred, totally outrageous, astute, and hilarious
wisdom to the reader.

Wilson reports the findings of her "fashion road trip" across the United States, a
journey that took three years and ranges across the various economic "belt
regions" of America: the Cotton, Rust, Bible, Sun, Frost, Corn, and Gun Belts.
Acting as a kind of fashion anthropologist, she documents and decodes the
sartorial sensibilities of Americans across the country. Our fashion choices, she
argues, contain a riot of visual cues that tell everyone instantly who we are,
where we came from, where we feel we belong, what we want, where we are
going, and how we expect to be treated when we get there. With this philosophy
in hand, she tackles and unpacks the meaning behind the uniforms of Washington
DC politicians and their wives, the costumes of Kentucky Derby spectators, the
attractive draw of the cowboy hat in Wyoming, and what she terms the "stealth
wealth" of distressed clothing in Brooklyn.

In this smart and rollicking book, Wilson illustrates how every closet is a
declaration of the owner’s politics, sexuality, class, education, hopes, and
dreams. With her signature wit and utterly irreverent humor, Wilson proves that,
by donning our daily costume, we create our future selves, for good or ill.
Indeed: your fate hangs in your closet. Dress wisely.

45 illustrations
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and Gun Belts. Acting as a kind of fashion anthropologist, she documents and decodes the sartorial
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that tell everyone instantly who we are, where we came from, where we feel we belong, what we want,
where we are going, and how we expect to be treated when we get there. With this philosophy in hand, she
tackles and unpacks the meaning behind the uniforms of Washington DC politicians and their wives, the
costumes of Kentucky Derby spectators, the attractive draw of the cowboy hat in Wyoming, and what she
terms the "stealth wealth" of distressed clothing in Brooklyn.

In this smart and rollicking book, Wilson illustrates how every closet is a declaration of the owner’s politics,
sexuality, class, education, hopes, and dreams. With her signature wit and utterly irreverent humor, Wilson
proves that, by donning our daily costume, we create our future selves, for good or ill. Indeed: your fate
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Editorial Review

Review
“On this hilarious and insightful road trip across the country's fashion landscape, Cintra Wilson undresses
America with eagle-eyed flair, showing who we are and how each of us could be much more awesome.”
(Trevor Paglen)

“While I may know as much about fashion as the average farm animal, I am in awe of Cintra Wilson's
savage, untamed, and deeply learned writing on the subject. Clotheshorses are advised not to attempt reading
her book while consuming beverages, since the resulting explosions of laughter may ruin their outfits.” (Luc
Sante)

“All you need to know about Cintra Wilson's new book is CINTRA WILSON WROTE A NEW BOOK.
And you get to read it. I envy the gorgeous, razor-blade garden you're about to picnic in.” (Patton Oswalt)

About the Author
Cintra Wilson is a playwright, novelist, and a past columnist for the San Francisco Examiner, Salon, and the
New York Times. She lives in New York City.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Johnson:

This Fear and Clothing: Unbuckling American Style book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it
the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is usually information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you
will get. This kind of Fear and Clothing: Unbuckling American Style without we know teach the one who
reading it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Fear and Clothing:
Unbuckling American Style can bring once you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow to be
full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Fear and Clothing: Unbuckling
American Style having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not sense uninterested in
reading.

David Anthony:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Fear and Clothing: Unbuckling American
Style is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you
want and want in this era.



Gloria White:

The reason? Because this Fear and Clothing: Unbuckling American Style is an unordinary book that the
inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the secret it inside. Reading
this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such awesome way makes the content interior
easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because
of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of rewards than
the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking method. So , still
want to postpone having that book? If I were being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Teresa Randall:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Fear and Clothing: Unbuckling American Style why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you actually.
The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
make suggestions to pick up this book.
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