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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap
Who Owns America? A New Declaration of Independence is the classic sequel to I'll Take My Stand, the
famous defense of the South's agrarian traditions. But whereas I'll Take My Stand was theoretical and
sectional, Who Owns America? sought to be concrete and national, and it succeeded. The book evokes and
defends in realist terms an America characterized by small-property ownership, decentralized politics, and
responsible stewardship of the nation's natural resources. In 1936, the year Who Owns America? was
published, reform was in the air in America. Plans to pull the country out of the devastation of the Great
Depression, including Roosevelt's New Deal, abounded. But, as co-editor Herbert Agar wrote, "No country
can be reformed by the people who hate it. The haters can supply useful criticism. But only those who have
affection for the national ideal can persuade a people to reform." What was the national ideal, according to
regionalist and decentralist writers like Allen Tate, Herbert Agar, John Crowe Ransom, Mary Shattuck
Fisher, Cleanth Brooks, and Hilaire Belloc? Their answer was simple. The ideal was nothing other than the
original American Dream: the majority of men should be politically and economically independent, not the
dependents of either big government or big business. It was a radical statement in 1936 and remains one at
the end of the twentieth century. How should a republic exercise power over its citizens? How may
economic goods be justly distributed? What status should the small farm have in the life of a nation? By
what means may family life be rendered stable? What is the economic role of women in a free society?
These are just some of the issues raised, and answered in unique ways, in this book. Though written over
sixty years ago, Who Owns America? still challenges many assumptions at play in the American public
psyche and is also indispensable in understanding a crucial period of American history. As Edward S.
Shapiro observes in his important and substantial new Foreword to this volume, "The urgency of the
questions posed by Who Owns America? has not changed since 1936, nor has the answer. The political
events of the last two decades have demonstrated the relationship between political freedom and prosperity
on the one hand and the widespread distribution of property and economic and political decentralization on
the other. Critics during the 1930s derided the contributors to Who Owns America? as romantics, visionaries,
and utopians. In fact, the collectivists, with their faith for a better world through industrial giantism and
economic and political planning, were the true utopians."

From the Back Cover
"The essays in Who Owns America? not only elaborate and clarify the critique of industrialism, corporate
capitalism, and the bureaucratic state put forth in I'll Take My Stand, but defend the widespread ownership
of property as the foundation for individual liberty and the morally responsible life. Professor Shapiro's fine
introduction positions the book within the political, social, and economic debates of the 1930s and
demonstrates its relevance to current efforts to restore private property or find its equivalent."-Mark Malvasi,
author, The Unregenerate South "Who Owns America? is one of the forgotten classics of American political
protest. Its power to provoke is undiminished, for Who Owns America? is a book inspired by an ideal. Its
neo-Jeffersonian vision of a decentralized America-a land of small property ownership and an independent
citizenry-continues to shape conservative discourse on the nature of good society. Now back in print, with an
incisive Foreword by Edward Shapiro, this spirited volume invites a fresh and careful reading."-George H.
Nash, author, The Conservative Intellectual Movement in America Since 1945

About the Author
Herbert Agar (1897-1980) was a columnist for the Louisville Courier-Dispatch from 1935 to 1939. Winner
of the Pulitzer Prize in History in 1936, Agar wrote The People's Choice: From Washington to Harding: A



Study in Democracy (1933), Land of the Free (1935), Pursuit of Happiness: The Story of American
Democracy (1938), and The Price of Union (1950). Allen Tate (1899-1979) was a Southern Agrarian and a
notable poet and man of letters. Best known for his poem "Ode to the Confederate Dead" and his novel The
Fathers, Tate wrote biographies of Stonewall Jackson and Jefferson Davis and several volumes of literary
criticism. His Essays of Four Decades is also published by ISI Books.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Corey Valenzuela:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this Who Owns America: A New Declaration of Independence, you could tells your family, friends along
with soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

James Williams:

Beside this specific Who Owns America: A New Declaration of Independence in your phone, it can give you
a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you may got here is
fresh from oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow small town. It is good
thing to have Who Owns America: A New Declaration of Independence because this book offers to your
account readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh
come on, that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book as
well as read it from currently!

Sally McGarvey:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This reserve Who Owns America: A New Declaration of Independence was
filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading the book. If you know how big selling point of
a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book
that you simply wanted.

Norman Ross:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that question



was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you know
that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount
types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Who Owns America: A New
Declaration of Independence.
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