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Eleven-year-old Joe Hanada likes playing basketball with his best friend, Ray,
writing plays and stories, and thinking about the upcoming Christmas holiday.
But his world falls apart when Japanese planes bomb Pearl Harbor. His country
goes to war. The FBI takes his father away. And neighbors and friends in his
hometown near Seattle begin to suspect Joe, his family, and all Japanese
Americans of spying for the enemy. When the government orders people of
Japanese heritage living on the West Coast to move to internment camps,
including Joe and his family, Joe turns to the journal his father gave him to
record his thoughts and feelings.
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Eleven-year-old Joe Hanada likes playing basketball with his best friend, Ray, writing plays and stories, and
thinking about the upcoming Christmas holiday. But his world falls apart when Japanese planes bomb Pearl
Harbor. His country goes to war. The FBI takes his father away. And neighbors and friends in his hometown
near Seattle begin to suspect Joe, his family, and all Japanese Americans of spying for the enemy. When the
government orders people of Japanese heritage living on the West Coast to move to internment camps,
including Joe and his family, Joe turns to the journal his father gave him to record his thoughts and feelings.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 5-8–The bombing of Pearl Harbor puts an end to 11-year-old Joe Hanada's happy-go-lucky life in the
White River Valley near Seattle. Basketball, marbles, and Christmas plans are suddenly overshadowed by
fears about the war. When longtime acquaintances begin to suspect Japanese-Americans of being spies, even
the loyalty of Joe's Caucasian best friend can't soften the hurt of being called names or of having his father, a
leader in the Issei community, taken away by the FBI. Joe finds comfort in his journal, where he records his
impressions in both prose and haiku. After he is sent to the Tule Lake Relocation Camp in California with
his older brother Mike and their mother and grandmother, Joe finds relief from the tedium of confinement in
his writing. When Mike turns 18, he volunteers for the Army, eager to prove his loyalty. Not all of the
detainees share his desire to fight for the U.S. Some request repatriation to Japan, while others forbid their
children to speak English. The inclusion of many differing viewpoints within the Japanese-American
community makes this book unique. Featuring a main character who grows and develops as historical events
unfold, this well-written novel is a worthy companion to Ken Mochizuki's Baseball Saved Us (Lee & Low,
1993) and Yoshiko Uchida's Journey to Topaz (Turtleback, 1985) and Journey Home (McElderry,
1978).–Ginny Gustin, Sonoma County Library System, Santa Rosa, CA
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Gr. 6-10. In this first-person narrative, readers find out what it was like to be a young Japanese American
boy in Seattle after the bombing of Pearl Harbor. First Joe's immigrant dad is arrested and held in secret.
Then the rest of the family is removed to internment camps. Joe's older brother can't wait to join the army
and prove his loyalty, and he fights the Nazis in Europe, but that doesn't reduce the prejudice and the family's
hardship. There have been several books about the Japanese American internment--fiction, nonfiction, and
even a few picture books--including Ken Mochizuki's Baseball Saved Us (1993) and Yoshiko Uchida's
autobiographical accounts. Like some of those, this one makes history the drama, and Patneaude
scrupulously reports the facts and shows the wide range of attitudes among Japanese Americans and whites,
citizens and immigrants, even among members of one family. Basing his story on extensive research and
interviews, the author does a fine job of bringing the daily experience up close through the story of an
American kid torn from home. Hazel Rochman
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
The author does a fine job of bringing the daily experience up close through the story of an American kid
torn from home.

Joe's first-person narrative is moving and clear in its depiction of the life, so cruel and unfair.

Intricate and informative, the story portrays the clash of love and prejudice with depth and even humor.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Bert Gomes:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around
the world. Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Thin Wood Walls will make you
to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of
you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they may be thought like
that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Ryan Wysocki:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family members
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day
every day to reading a publication. The book Thin Wood Walls it doesn't matter what good to read. There are
a lot of people that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In the event you
did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read
this book through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Jorge Eaton:

You can obtain this Thin Wood Walls by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could
to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various.
Not only simply by written or printed but can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era like now,
you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal
ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Ralph Sanchez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know
that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book. Numerous
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Thin Wood Walls.
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