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The first full-scale history of the Makah people of the Pacific Northwest,
whose culture and identity are closely bound to the sea

For the Makahs, a tribal nation at the most northwestern point of the contiguous
United States, a deep relationship with the sea is the locus of personal and group
identity. Unlike most other indigenous tribes whose lives are tied to lands, the
Makah people have long placed marine space at the center of their culture,
finding in their own waters the physical and spiritual resources to support
themselves. This book is the first to explore the history and identity of the
Makahs from the arrival of maritime fur-traders in the eighteenth century through
the intervening centuries and to the present day.
 
Joshua L. Reid discovers that the “People of the Cape” were far more involved in
shaping the maritime economy of the Pacific Northwest than has been
understood. He examines Makah attitudes toward borders and boundaries, their
efforts to exercise control over their waters and resources as Europeans and then
Americans arrived, and their embrace of modern opportunities and technology to
maintain autonomy and resist assimilation. The author also addresses current
environmental debates relating to the tribe’s customary whaling and fishing
rights and illuminates the efforts of the Makahs to regain control over marine
space, preserve their marine-oriented identity, and articulate a traditional future.
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The first full-scale history of the Makah people of the Pacific Northwest, whose culture and identity
are closely bound to the sea

For the Makahs, a tribal nation at the most northwestern point of the contiguous United States, a deep
relationship with the sea is the locus of personal and group identity. Unlike most other indigenous tribes
whose lives are tied to lands, the Makah people have long placed marine space at the center of their culture,
finding in their own waters the physical and spiritual resources to support themselves. This book is the first
to explore the history and identity of the Makahs from the arrival of maritime fur-traders in the eighteenth
century through the intervening centuries and to the present day.
 
Joshua L. Reid discovers that the “People of the Cape” were far more involved in shaping the maritime
economy of the Pacific Northwest than has been understood. He examines Makah attitudes toward borders
and boundaries, their efforts to exercise control over their waters and resources as Europeans and then
Americans arrived, and their embrace of modern opportunities and technology to maintain autonomy and
resist assimilation. The author also addresses current environmental debates relating to the tribe’s customary
whaling and fishing rights and illuminates the efforts of the Makahs to regain control over marine space,
preserve their marine-oriented identity, and articulate a traditional future.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Among many recent histories of Northwest Coast ecology and Native peoples, this one is outstanding for
Reid's knowledge of the ecological background.”—Choice
(Choice)

“In The Sea Is My Country, Joshua Reid takes readers on a ‘forensic voyage’ as he chronicles the history of
the Makahs over three centuries.”—Perspectives on History
(Perspectives on History)

Won an honorable mention for the 2016 Frederick Jackson Turner Award, given by the Organization of
American Historians.
(Frederick Jackson Turner Award Organization of American Historians 2016-02-11)

Won a honorable mention for the 2015 John Lyman Book Award in the U.S. Maritime History category,
sponsored by the North American Society for Oceanic History.
(John Lyman Book North American Society for Oceanic History 2016-06-16)

Winner of the 2016 Sally and Ken Owens Award given by the Western History Associaton.
(Sally and Ken Owens Western History Association 2016-09-16)

Winner of the 2016 John C. Ewers Award given by the Western History Association.
(John C. Ewers Award Western History Association 2016-09-16)

Winner of the 2016 Caughey Western History Prize given by the Western History Association.
(Caughey Western History Prize Western History Association 2016-09-16)

Winner of the 2016 Erminie Wheeler-Voeglin prize for the best book-length contribution to ethnohistory,
given by the American Society for Ethnohistory.
(Erminie Wheeler-Voeglin Prize American Society for Ethnohistory 2016-11-17)

About the Author

Born and raised in Washington State, Joshua L. Reid (Snohomish) is assistant professor of history and
director of the Native American and Indigenous Studies Program, University of Massachusetts, Boston. He
holds a PhD from the University of California, Davis, and is a three-time Ford Foundation Fellow. He lives
in Quincy, MA.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Julia Faulkner:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book The Sea Is My Country: The Maritime World of the



Makahs (The Henry Roe Cloud Series on American Indians and Modernity). You can choose the best book if
you want reading a book. Providing we know about how is important some sort of book The Sea Is My
Country: The Maritime World of the Makahs (The Henry Roe Cloud Series on American Indians and
Modernity). You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely
right, since from book you can understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad
you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to
open a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel
bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Patricia Mattox:

The book The Sea Is My Country: The Maritime World of the Makahs (The Henry Roe Cloud Series on
American Indians and Modernity) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a book The Sea Is My Country: The Maritime World of the
Makahs (The Henry Roe Cloud Series on American Indians and Modernity)? Several of you have a different
opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that,
you are able to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Sea Is My Country: The
Maritime World of the Makahs (The Henry Roe Cloud Series on American Indians and Modernity) has
simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world
by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Jeffrey Ramsey:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question mainly
because just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular The Sea Is My Country: The
Maritime World of the Makahs (The Henry Roe Cloud Series on American Indians and Modernity) to read.

Harold Singleton:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
wide range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity
do you have when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you
try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have
read is actually The Sea Is My Country: The Maritime World of the Makahs (The Henry Roe Cloud Series
on American Indians and Modernity).
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