
The Oxford Handbook of Propaganda Studies
(Oxford Handbooks)

From Oxford University Press

The Oxford Handbook of Propaganda Studies (Oxford Handbooks) From
Oxford University Press

Derived from the word "to propagate," the idea and practice of propaganda
concerns nothing less than the ways in which human beings communicate,
particularly with respect to the creation and widespread dissemination of
attitudes, images, and beliefs. Much larger than its pejorative connotations
suggest, propaganda can more neutrally be understood as a central means of
organizing and shaping thought and perception, a practice that has been a
pervasive feature of the twentieth century and that touches on many fields. It has
been seen as both a positive and negative force, although abuses under the Third
Reich and during the Cold War have caused the term to stand in, most recently,
as a synonym for untruth and brazen manipulation.

Propaganda analysis of the 1950s to 1989 too often took the form of empirical
studies about the efficacy of specific methods, with larger questions about the
purposes and patterns of mass persuasion remaining unanswered. In the present
moment where globalization and transnationality are arguably as important as
older nation forms, when media enjoy near ubiquity throughout the globe, when
various fundamentalisms are ascendant, and when debates rage about
neoliberalism, it is urgent that we have an up-to-date resource that considers
propaganda as a force of culture writ large.

The handbook will include twenty-two essays by leading scholars from a variety
of disciplines, divided into three sections. In addition to dealing with the thorny
question of definition, the handbook will take up an expansive set of assumptions
and a full range of approaches that move propaganda beyond political campaigns
and warfare to examine a wide array of cultural contexts and practices.
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Derived from the word "to propagate," the idea and practice of propaganda concerns nothing less than the
ways in which human beings communicate, particularly with respect to the creation and widespread
dissemination of attitudes, images, and beliefs. Much larger than its pejorative connotations suggest,
propaganda can more neutrally be understood as a central means of organizing and shaping thought and
perception, a practice that has been a pervasive feature of the twentieth century and that touches on many
fields. It has been seen as both a positive and negative force, although abuses under the Third Reich and
during the Cold War have caused the term to stand in, most recently, as a synonym for untruth and brazen
manipulation.

Propaganda analysis of the 1950s to 1989 too often took the form of empirical studies about the efficacy of
specific methods, with larger questions about the purposes and patterns of mass persuasion remaining
unanswered. In the present moment where globalization and transnationality are arguably as important as
older nation forms, when media enjoy near ubiquity throughout the globe, when various fundamentalisms are
ascendant, and when debates rage about neoliberalism, it is urgent that we have an up-to-date resource that
considers propaganda as a force of culture writ large.

The handbook will include twenty-two essays by leading scholars from a variety of disciplines, divided into
three sections. In addition to dealing with the thorny question of definition, the handbook will take up an
expansive set of assumptions and a full range of approaches that move propaganda beyond political
campaigns and warfare to examine a wide array of cultural contexts and practices.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Jonathan Auerbach is Professor of English at the University of Maryland. He is the author of numerous
articles and books on American culture, including The Romance of Failure: First-Person Fictions of Poe,
Hawthorne, and James (Oxford University Press, 1989), Male Call: Becoming Jack London (Duke
University Press, 1996), and Body Shots: Early Cinema's Incarnations, (University of California Press,
2007). He has recently completed a study entitled Dark Borders: Film Noir and American Citizenship.
Russ Castronovo is Jean Wall Bennett Professor of English and American Studies at the University of
Wisconsin - Madison. He is author of three books: Fathering the Nation: American Genealogies of Slavery
and Freedom (University of California Press, 1995); Necro Citizenship: Death, Eroticism, and the Public
Sphere in the Nineteenth-Century United States (Duke University Press, 2001); Be autiful Democracy:
Aesthetics and Anarchy in a Global Era (University of Chicago Press, 2007). Among the books he's co-
edited is Materializing Democracy: Toward a Revitalized Cultural Politics (Duke University Press, 2002)
co-edited with Dana Nelson

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tasha Page:

This The Oxford Handbook of Propaganda Studies (Oxford Handbooks) book is simply not ordinary book,
you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside
this publication incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information
you will get. This specific The Oxford Handbook of Propaganda Studies (Oxford Handbooks) without we
know teach the one who looking at it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry
The Oxford Handbook of Propaganda Studies (Oxford Handbooks) can bring any time you are and not make
your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even
mobile phone. This The Oxford Handbook of Propaganda Studies (Oxford Handbooks) having great
arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Ramon Jeter:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be The Oxford Handbook of Propaganda
Studies (Oxford Handbooks) why because the great cover that make you consider in regards to the content
will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.



Kay Newberry:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Oxford Handbook of Propaganda
Studies (Oxford Handbooks) can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore
out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these ebooks have than the others?

Katherine Adkins:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
or even make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal
or real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Oxford Handbook of Propaganda Studies (Oxford Handbooks) can
make you truly feel more interested to read.
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