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Why do we laugh? The answer, argued Freud in this groundbreaking study of
humor, is that jokes, like dreams, satisfy our unconscious desires. The Joke and
Its Relation to the Unconscious explains how jokes provide immense pleasure by
releasing us from our inhibitions and allowing us to express sexual, aggressive,
playful, or cynical instincts that would otherwise remain hidden. In elaborating
this theory, Freud brings together arich collection of puns, witticisms, one-liners,
and anecdotes, which, as Freud shows, are amethod of giving ourselves away.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic
literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin
Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and
across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning
translators.
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dreams, satisfy our unconscious desires. The Joke and Its Relation to the Unconscious explains how jokes
provide immense pleasure by releasing us from our inhibitions and allowing us to express sexual, aggressive,
playful, or cynical instincts that would otherwise remain hidden. In elaborating this theory, Freud brings
together arich collection of puns, witticisms, one-liners, and anecdotes, which, as Freud shows, are a method
of giving ourselves away.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-
speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best
works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as
up-to-date tranglations by award-winning trandlators.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Sigmund Freud (1856-1939) was born in Moraviaand lived in Vienna between the ages of four and eighty-
two. In 1938 Hitler'sinvasion of Austriaforced him to seek asylum in London, where he died the following
year. Freud's career began with several years of brilliant work on the anatomy and physiology of the nervous
system. He was almost thirty when, after a period of study under Charcot in Paris, hisinterests first turned to
psychology, and another ten years of clinical work in Vienna (at first in collaboration with Breuer, an older
colleague) saw the hirth of his creation: psychoanalysis. This began simply as a method of treating neurotic
patients by investigating their minds, but it quickly grew into an accumulation of knowledge about the
workings of the mind in general, whether sick or healthy. Freud was thus able to demonstrate the normal
development of the sexual instinct in childhood and, largely on the basis of an examination of dreams,
arrived at his fundamental discovery of the unconscious forces that influence our everyday thoughts and
actions. Freud's life was uneventful, but his ideas have shaped not only many specialist disciplines, but the
whole intellectual climate of the last half-century.

Joyce Crick was for many years a senior lecturer in German at University College London. In 2000, she was
awarded the Schlegel Tieck Prize for her trandation of Freud's The I nterpretation of Dreams for Oxford
University Press.

John Carey is an emeritus professor of English at Oxford, afellow of the British Academy, and chief book
reviewer for the London Sunday Times.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Dennis M ock:

This The Joke and Its Relation to the Unconscious (Penguin Classics) are generally reliable for you who
want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Joke and Its Relation to the
Unconscious (Penguin Classics) can be among the great books you must have is giving you more than just
simple examining food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge.
This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions throughout
the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Joke and Its Relation to the Unconscious (Penguin
Classics) giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical
thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So, let's have it appreciate reading.

Benjamin Williams:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title The Joke and Its
Relation to the Unconscious (Penguin Classics) suitable to you? Often the book was written by famous
writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Joke and Its Relation to the Unconscious (Penguin
Classics)is the main of several books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired alot of
people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimension that you ever know prior



to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to understand the
core of this guide. This book will give you alot of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world in this book.

Janet Baltimore:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting The Joke and Its
Relation to the Unconscious (Penguin Classics) that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by
reading this book. Reading practice al over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know
world agreat deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit
only for the geeky man or woman but for al of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who
want to start reading through as your good habit, you are able to pick The Joke and Its Relation to the
Unconscious (Penguin Classics) become your starter.

Pedro Lewis:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Joke and Its Relation to the Unconscious
(Penguin Classics) was colourful and of course has pictures on there. Aswe know that book The Joke and Its
Relation to the Unconscious (Penguin Classics) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teenagers.
For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on
there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and
loosen up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading which.
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