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In this volume of the For Today series, author and pastor James Howell takes us
on an engaging exploration of the Beatitudes. Howell considers each of the well-
known phrases in these passages from Matthew and creatively applies Jesus
teachings to our contemporary world and Christian lives.

The For Today series was designed to provide reliable and accessible resources
for the study and real life application of important biblical texts, theological
documents, and Christian practices. The emphasis of the seriesis not only on the
realization and appreciation of what these subjects have meant in the past, but
also on their value in the present--"for today." Thought-provoking questions are
included at the end of each chapter, making the books ideal for personal study
and group use.
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In this volume of the For Today series, author and pastor James Howell takes us on an engaging exploration
of the Beatitudes. Howell considers each of the well-known phrases in these passages from Matthew and
creatively applies Jesus' teachings to our contemporary world and Christian lives.

The For Today series was designed to provide reliable and accessible resources for the study and real life
application of important biblical texts, theological documents, and Christian practices. The emphasis of the
seriesis not only on the realization and appreciation of what these subjects have meant in the past, but also
on their value in the present--"for today." Thought-provoking questions are included at the end of each
chapter, making the booksideal for personal study and group use.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Throughout Christian history, the New Testament benedictions known as the Beatitudes (blessed are the
meek, blessed are the merciful, etc.) have been interpreted in wildly different ways. So it's singularly
appropriate that Howell, a biblical scholar and Methodist minister in North Carolina, begins his concise
volume on the Beatitudes with a chapter on what Jesus didn't say: he didn't say "blessed are those who invest
wisely; they will own a second home" or "blessed are the Americans,”" or even "blessed are the happy."
Rather, Howell claims, Jesus focused on the downtrodden and planted the seeds for a"long-term moral
revolution." Focusing primarily on the Beatitudes listed in Matthew 5 (with some comparison to the heated,
more forceful version found in Luke 6), Howell dissects all eight sayings, trying to understand Jesus
meaning in itsoriginal context and for us today. He points out ironies—why is it blessed to be poor, or to
mourn?—and calls attention to some radical, surprising elements to which many Christians have become
inured. He nimbly draws from popular culture aswell as classical literature. Each chapter closes with several
guestions for discussion, making this helpful for individual or group study. Blessed are the readers of this
book, for they will come away wiser. (Jan.)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

About the Author

James C. Howell is pastor of the Myers Park United Methodist Church in Charlotte, North Carolina. Heis
the author of a number of books including Discovering the Will of God: Answering the Hard Questions; The
Beatitudes for Today; and Introducing Christianity: Exploring the Bible, Faith, and Life, all published by
Westminster John Knox Press.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jimmy Hicks:

Book isto be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important normally. The book The Beatitudes for Today ended up being making you to
know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you.
The reserve The Beatitudes for Today is not only giving you much more new information but also to be your
friend when you truly feel bored. Y ou can spend your personal spend timeto read your guide. Try to make
relationship together with the book The Beatitudes for Today. Y ou never really feel lose out for everything
when you read some books.

Rose Sosa:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Beatitudes for Today guide
written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who
all read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill
only for eliminate your hunger then you still question The Beatitudes for Today as good book not just by the
cover but also from the content. Thisis one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do
you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense



already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Terra Runyan:

This The Beatitudes for Today is great publication for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This particular
book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentencesin it. So if
you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole detailsin it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight
forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The Beatitudes for
Today in your hand like having the world in your arm, datain it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no
publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , this can
be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?

Marylou Beauregard:

Y ou can obtain this The Beatitudes for Today by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it
can to be your solveissueif you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only
by means of written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era
such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose
your current ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are till up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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