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"Get alife" William Shatner told Star Trek fans. Y et, as Textual Poachers
argues, fans already have a"life," a complex subculture which draws its
resources from commercial culture while also reworking them to serve
aternative interests. Rejecting stereotypes of fans as cultural dupes, socia
misfits, and mindless consumers, Jenkins represents mediafans as active
producers and skilled manipulators of program meanings, as nomadic poachers
constructing their own culture from borrowed materials, as an aternative social
community defined through its cultural preferences and consumption practices.

Written from an insider's perspective and providing vivid examples from fan
artifacts, Textual Poachers offers an ethnographic account of the mediafan
community, itsinterpretive strategies, its social institutions and cultural practices,
and its troubled relationship to the mass media and consumer capitalism.
Drawing on the work of Michel de Certau, Jenkins shows how fans of Star Trek,
Blake's 7, The Professional s, Beauty and the Beast, Starsky and Hutch, Alien
Nation, Twin Peaks, and other popular programs exploit these cultural materials
asthe basis for their stories, songs, videos, and social interatctions.

Addressing both academics and fans, Jenkins builds a powerful case for the
richness of fan culture as a popular response to the mass mediaand as a
challenge to the producers' attempts to regulate textual meanings. Textual
Poachers guides readers through difficult questions about popular consumption,
genre, gender, sexuality, and interpretation, documenting practices and processes
which test and challenge basic assumptions of contemporary mediatheory.
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"Get alife" William Shatner told Star Trek fans. Y et, as Textual Poachers argues, fans already have a"life,"

acomplex subculture which draws its resources from commercial culture while also reworking them to serve
aternative interests. Rejecting stereotypes of fans as cultural dupes, social misfits, and mindless consumers,

Jenkins represents media fans as active producers and skilled manipulators of program meanings, as nomadic
poachers constructing their own culture from borrowed materials, as an alternative social community defined
through its cultural preferences and consumption practices.

Written from an insider's perspective and providing vivid examples from fan artifacts, Textual Poachers
offers an ethnographic account of the media fan community, itsinterpretive strategies, its social ingtitutions
and cultural practices, and its troubled relationship to the mass media and consumer capitalism. Drawing on
the work of Michel de Certau, Jenkins shows how fans of Sar Trek, Blake's 7, The Professional s, Beauty
and the Beast, Sarsky and Hutch, Alien Nation, Twin Peaks, and other popular programs exploit these
cultural materials as the basis for their stories, songs, videos, and social interatctions.

Addressing both academics and fans, Jenkins builds a powerful case for the richness of fan culture asa
popular response to the mass media and as a challenge to the producers' attempts to regul ate textual
meanings. Textual Poachers guides readers through difficult questions about popular consumption, genre,
gender, sexuality, and interpretation, documenting practices and processes which test and challenge basic
assumptions of contemporary media theory.
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Editorial Review

Review

Drawing on arich theoretical background with sources ranging from feminist literary criticism to cultural
anthropology, [Jenkins] applies and adapts Michel de Certeau's model of poaching, in which an audience
appropriates atext for itself. Taking a stand against the stereotypical portraya of fans as obsessive nerds who
are out of touch with reality, he demonstrates that fans are pro-active constructiors of an alternative culture
using elements poached and reworked from the popular media.

—Journal of Popular Culture

Drawing on arich theoretical background with sources ranging from feminist literary criticism to cultural
anthropology, [Jerking] applies and adapts Michel de Certeau's model of poaching, in which an audience
appropriates atext for itself. Taking a stand against the stereotypical portrayal of fans as obsessive nerds who
are out of touch with reality, he demonstrates that fans are pro-active constructors of an alternative culture
using elements poached and reworked from the popular media.

—Journal of Popular Culture

About the Author
Henry Jenkinsis Assistant Professor of Literature at Massachusetts I nstitute of Technology.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
George Hartzdl:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. Asyou may know that
book is very important for us. The book Textual Poachers: Television Fans and Participatory Culture
(Studies in Culture and Communication) was making you to know about other expertise and of course you
can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication Textual Poachers: Television
Fans and Participatory Culture (Studies in Culture and Communication) is not only giving you considerably
more new information but also being your friend when you really feel bored. Y ou can spend your current
spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with the book Textual Poachers: Television
Fans and Participatory Culture (Studiesin Culture and Communication). Y ou never really feel lose out for
everything when you read some books.

K atherine Sorenson:

This Textual Poachers. Television Fans and Participatory Culture (Studies in Culture and Communication)
tend to bereliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this
Textual Poachers: Television Fans and Participatory Culture (Studiesin Culture and Communication) can be
one of several great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed
anyone with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can
bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that
this Textual Poachers: Television Fans and Participatory Culture (Studies in Culture and Communication)



giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we
know it useful in your day pastime. So, let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

CarlaMcFarlin:

Often the book Textual Poachers: Television Fans and Participatory Culture (Studiesin Culture and
Communication) will bring that you the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain
the ideais very unique. In the event you try to find new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The
book Textual Poachers: Television Fans and Participatory Culture (Studiesin Culture and Communication)
is much recommended to you to see. Y ou can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can
more readily to read the book.

Refugio Kennedy:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Textual Poachers. Television Fans and
Participatory Culture (Studies in Culture and Communication) publication written by well-known writer
whose to say well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside
good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then
you still hesitation Textual Poachers: Television Fans and Participatory Culture (Studiesin Culture and
Communication) as good book not simply by the cover but aso by content. Thisis one reserve that can break
don't assess book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh
come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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