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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Andrew Grove has earned fame and fortune as chairman and cofounder of Intel. But, we learn from this
remarkable memoir, he began life under very different circumstances, narrowly escaping the Holocaust and
the closing of the Iron Curtain.

Born in Budapest, Hungary, in 1936, Grove--then called Andras Grof--grew up in a modestly prosperous,
secular Jewish family. Through foresight and sheer good fortune, they avoided the fate of many of their
fellow Jews, fleeing the Nazis into the countryside and living in a dark cellar in which "the sound of artillery
was a continuous backdrop." Under the Communist regime that followed, Grove distinguished himself as a
student of chemistry and was seemingly destined for a comfortable position in academia or industry--until
revolution broke out in 1956 and he found himself in that cellar once again.

How Grove emerged, "swam across" to America, and made a new life under a new name makes a satisfying
conclusion to this humane memoir, which gives readers valuable insight into the business guru and
technologist. --Gregory McNamee

From Publishers Weekly
"Jesus Christ was killed by the Jews, and because of that, all of the Jews will be thrown into the Danube,"
says a playmate to four-year-old Andris Grof Grove's original name. Born to a middle-class Jewish family in
1936, Grove, chairman of Intel, grew up in Budapest during his country's most tempestuous era. Despite
avoiding deportation and death, Grove's family lived in fear during Nazi occupation and lost some rights and
property. Afterwards, they lived under Soviet control. Curiously, Grove's memoir charts the routinized
mundanities of his teen years seeing his teacher at the opera, being afraid to meet young women at the local
public pool, the success of a short story he wrote more than life in war-torn Europe. But his discussion of
contemporary politics is astute and personal "I had mixed feelings about the Communists... they had saved
my mother's life and my own.... On the other hand... they increasingly interfered with our daily life." Never
didactic, he remains focused on his own intellectual growth. Grove continued his education in New York
after the 1956 revolution failed. The intelligence, dedication and ingenuity that earned him fame and fortune
(he was Time's Man of the Year in 1997) are evident early on. He deftly balances humor e.g., subversive
anti-Communist jokes from Hungary with insight into overcoming endless obstacles (from hostile foreign
invasions to New York's City University system). Though lacking in drama, Grove's story stands smartly
amid inspirational literature by self-made Americans. B&w photos. (Nov. 12)Forecast: Warner's fanfare pre-
pub bookseller luncheons, Jewish Book Fair appearances, publication events in New York and San Francisco
and concerted media campaigns will bring this book to readers' attention despite it not being the sort of
business-oriented book most would expect from Grove. Its unexpected subject matter will mean that, despite
the Grove name, it won't come near to matching Welch-size sales, but still, it should thrive.

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Andris Grof was born in 1936 in Hungary; years later, he changed his name to Andrew Grove and went on to
help found the Intel Corporation, eventually becoming its CEO and chairman. Grove's memoir recounts his
early life in Budapest from his perspective as a Jewish boy trying to make sense of a world torn apart by
World War II, the Nazi persecution of the Jews, and the repression of communism. He describes his escape



to New York City after the failed 1956 Hungarian Revolution and how he began to assimilate into American
culture. His simple, evenhanded, almost unemotional writing style stands in stark contrast to the events
around him, making them seem all the more horrific. While this memoir presents no broad political or
historical insights, it is a poignant reminder of the great suffering that took place during the middle part of
the last century. This excellent book is recommended for all public libraries and for academic libraries where
there is interest in the effects of World War II or the American immigration experience.
- Lawrence R. Maxted, Gannon Univ., Erie, PA
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Mundo:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We
all know that that book is very important for all of us. The book Swimming Across: A Memoir was making
you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what
advantages for you. The e-book Swimming Across: A Memoir is not only giving you far more new
information but also being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to
read your e-book. Try to make relationship using the book Swimming Across: A Memoir. You never
experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Kelsey Dehart:

This Swimming Across: A Memoir book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will
get facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This specific Swimming
Across: A Memoir without we know teach the one who studying it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Swimming Across: A Memoir can bring when you are and not make your
bag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even phone. This
Swimming Across: A Memoir having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really
feel uninterested in reading.

Glenna Monaghan:

The e-book untitled Swimming Across: A Memoir is the guide that recommended to you to read. You can
see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to a person. The language that article author use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of investigation when write the
book, hence the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could
possibly get the e-book of Swimming Across: A Memoir from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy
free time.



Scott Manuel:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is called
of book Swimming Across: A Memoir. You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed
book, it might add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most significant that, you
must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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