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Known for single-handedly saving Frank Sinatra's career in the mid-1950s with
his stunning orchestral arrangements, Riddle's "intelligent, seductive style" also
attracted such singers as Nat King Cole, Ella Fitzgerald, Judy Garland, Johnny
Mathis, and Linda Ronstadt. Peter Levinson, a friend of Riddle's, presents the
musical side of Riddle as well as the private, including details of his marriage-
ending affair with Rosemary Clooney.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In this entertaining biography, Levinson (Trumpet Blues: The Life of Harry James) highlights Riddle's song-
writing accomplishments that had singers topping the charts. By 1953, Levinson writes, "the only thing about
Frank Sinatra that sparkled was the superb cap job done on his teeth ten years earlier" record sales
plummeted, his TV show was canceled, and MGM dropped him. But his career took on new life and artistic
depth after he recorded a series of albums with Riddle, whose intelligent, seductive arrangements have
become American classics. Aside from Sinatra, Riddle worked with Nat "King" Cole (on almost all of his
most famous singles) and Ella Fitzgerald (in her American Songbook collections), as well as with Judy
Garland, Rosemary Clooney and Johnny Mathis. He scored such films as the original Ocean's 11, Can-Can
and The Great Gatsby, for which he received an Oscar. Levinson, a longtime friend of Riddle and a respected
jazz publicist, meticulously narrates Riddle's often strife-torn personal life and charts the importance and
enormous breadth of the arranger's career. While the narrative covers salient aspects of Riddle's life (his
relationship with his cold, autocratic mother, his affair with Rosemary Clooney, the disintegration of his
once-happy marriage and an underlying depression throughout his life), Levinson's analysis of his work and
the music industry give the book both its vitality and enormous value. Always lively and written with a deep
understanding of the economic, political and emotional complexities of the music business, this is an
important addition to the history of American popular culture.

Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Levinson (Trumpet Blues: The Life of Harry James) has written the first full-length biography of the man
The Encyclopedia of Popular Music calls "probably the finest arranger/leader of modern times." Well
rounded and fascinating, the book charts Riddle's evolution from Big Band trombonist to premier arranger to
film and TV composer. Much of Nat "King" Cole's and Frank Sinatra's best work was done in collaboration
with Riddle. Since he worked with so many pop music icons, the book also serves as an important general
history of popular music from the Big Band era to the mid-1980s, when Riddle worked with Linda Ronstadt.
Riddle himself emerges as a sad, dour man who, while self-effacing in the main, was capable of viciousness
in his relations with those nearest to him. The book is especially valuable for the light it sheds on the place of
the arranger in pop music as well as the sometimes murky matter of credit (early in his career, Riddle
ghostwrote several hit arrangements and later may have used ghostwriters himself). Recommended for all
libraries with an interest in popular culture. Bruce R. Schueneman, Texas A&M Univ. Lib., Kingsville
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"September in the Rain" is as much a work of art as were Riddle's splendid arrangements. -- Steve Eddy,
Orange County Register, October 1, 2001

Great story well told. Impressive research. Really nice mix of the subjective and objective. -- Mike Zwerin,
jazz writer for International Herald Tribune

Levinson's biography of Riddle is a history of an extraordinary musician and a sensitive, intelligent account
of American popular culture. -- Terence Ripmaster, Professor Emeritus Paterson U. and author, online



review www.jazzhouse.org

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charles Settles:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for us. The book September in the Rain: The Life of Nelson Riddle
was making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The publication September in the Rain: The Life of Nelson Riddle is not only giving you
more new information but also to become your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your personal
spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book September in the Rain: The Life of
Nelson Riddle. You never truly feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Betty Hood:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming
to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This September in the Rain: The Life of
Nelson Riddle is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves
what you want and want in this era.

William Rocha:

The guide with title September in the Rain: The Life of Nelson Riddle has lot of information that you can
learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This book exist new expertise the information that
exist in this publication represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to know
how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you throughout new era of the globalization. You
can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Andrew Leavens:

This September in the Rain: The Life of Nelson Riddle is fresh way for you who has interest to look for
some information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge
more you know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this September in the Rain:
The Life of Nelson Riddle can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this book is easy
to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in
the e-book contact form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book
is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book kind for your
better life and also knowledge.
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