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This book traces the development of Azerbaijani art music from its origins in the
Eastern, modal, improvisational tradition known as mugham through its fusion
with Western classical, jazz, and world art music. Aida Huseynova places the
fascinating and little-known history of music in Azerbaijan against the vivid
backdrop of cultural life under Soviet influence, which paradoxically both
encouraged and repressed the evolution of national musics and post-Soviet
independence. Inspired by their neighbors to the East and West, Azerbaijani
musicians enjoyed a period of remarkable creativity, composing and performing
the first opera and the first ballet in the Muslim East, establishing the region’s
first Opera and Ballet Theater and Conservatory of Music, and discovering ways
to merge the modal lyricism of mugham with the rhythmic dynamics of jazz.
Drawing on previously unstudied archives, letters, and documents as well as her
experience as an Azerbaijani musician and educator, Huseynova shows how
Azerbaijani musical development was not a product of Soviet cultural policies
but rather grew from and reflected deep and complex cultural processes.
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This book traces the development of Azerbaijani art music from its origins in the Eastern, modal,
improvisational tradition known as mugham through its fusion with Western classical, jazz, and world art
music. Aida Huseynova places the fascinating and little-known history of music in Azerbaijan against the
vivid backdrop of cultural life under Soviet influence, which paradoxically both encouraged and repressed
the evolution of national musics and post-Soviet independence. Inspired by their neighbors to the East and
West, Azerbaijani musicians enjoyed a period of remarkable creativity, composing and performing the first
opera and the first ballet in the Muslim East, establishing the region’s first Opera and Ballet Theater and
Conservatory of Music, and discovering ways to merge the modal lyricism of mugham with the rhythmic
dynamics of jazz. Drawing on previously unstudied archives, letters, and documents as well as her
experience as an Azerbaijani musician and educator, Huseynova shows how Azerbaijani musical
development was not a product of Soviet cultural policies but rather grew from and reflected deep and
complex cultural processes.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Music of Azerbaijan paves the path for crucial research avenues on Azerbaijani musical culture." ?Fontes
Artis Musice

"In each chapter Huseynova combines historical context, cultural insights, and musicological analysis to
create a study of musical and cultural fusion that is as compelling as it is informative. She rounds off the
work with the re-staging of the Uzeyir Hajibeyli’s first mugham opera, played on the world stage with Alim
Gasimov and Yo Yo Ma’s Silk Road Ensemble?a triumphant testimony to the power of cultural fusion."
?Anna Oldfield, Coastal Carolina University

About the Author

Aida Huseynova, a musicologist from Azerbaijan, is Adjunct Lecturer in Music at the Jacobs School of
Music at Indiana University. She is the author of the educational DVD Music and Culture of Azerbaijan and
author (with Munara Mailybekova) of the DVD Music and Culture of Kyrgyzstan.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ruth Jones:

The book Music of Azerbaijan: From Mugham to Opera (Ethnomusicology Multimedia) make you feel
enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend
when you getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book Music of
Azerbaijan: From Mugham to Opera (Ethnomusicology Multimedia) being your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. You are able to know everything if you like available and read a reserve Music of Azerbaijan: From
Mugham to Opera (Ethnomusicology Multimedia). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Thomas Evans:

This book untitled Music of Azerbaijan: From Mugham to Opera (Ethnomusicology Multimedia) to be one
of several books which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of
benefit into it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retailer or you can order it via online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this
book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this e-book from your list.



Jeffrey Garner:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book way, more simple and reachable. That Music of Azerbaijan: From Mugham to Opera
(Ethnomusicology Multimedia) can give you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book you
have factor that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know,
by knowing more than various other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have
Music of Azerbaijan: From Mugham to Opera (Ethnomusicology Multimedia).

Tamara Evans:

You will get this Music of Azerbaijan: From Mugham to Opera (Ethnomusicology Multimedia) by browse
the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties
for your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition can you
enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your mobile phone
and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your e-
book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to
choose appropriate ways for you.
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