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How, if it all, do museums shape the ways in which society understands
difference?

In recent decades there has been growing international interest amongst
practitioners, academics and policy makers in the role that museums might play
in confronting prejudice and promoting human rights and cross-cultural
understanding. Museums in many parts of the world are increasingly concerned
to construct exhibitions which represent, in more equitable ways, the culturally
pluralist societies within which they operate, accommodating and
engaging with differences on the basis of gender, race, ethnicity, class, religion,
disability, sexuality and so on.
Despite the ubiquity of these trends, there is nevertheless limited understanding
of the social effects, and attendant
political consequences, of these purposive representational strategies.

Richard Sandell combines interdisciplinary theoretical perspectives with in-depth
empirical investigation to address a number of timely questions. How do
audiences engage with and respond to exhibitions designed to contest, subvert
and reconfigure prejudiced conceptions of social groups? To what extent can
museums be understood to shape, not simply reflect, normative understandings of
difference, acceptability and tolerance? What are the challenges for museums
which attempt to engage audiences in debating morally charged and contested
contemporary social issues and how might these be addressed? Sandell argues
that museums frame, inform and enable the conversations which audiences and
society more broadly have about difference and highlights the moral and political
challenges, opportunities and responsibilities which accompany these constitutive
qualities.
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How, if it all, do museums shape the ways in which society understands difference?

In recent decades there has been growing international interest amongst practitioners, academics and policy
makers in the role that museums might play in confronting prejudice and promoting human rights and cross-
cultural understanding. Museums in many parts of the world are increasingly concerned to construct
exhibitions which represent, in more equitable ways, the culturally pluralist societies within which they
operate, accommodating and
engaging with differences on the basis of gender, race, ethnicity, class, religion, disability, sexuality and so
on.
Despite the ubiquity of these trends, there is nevertheless limited understanding of the social effects, and
attendant
political consequences, of these purposive representational strategies.

Richard Sandell combines interdisciplinary theoretical perspectives with in-depth empirical investigation to
address a number of timely questions. How do audiences engage with and respond to exhibitions designed to
contest, subvert and reconfigure prejudiced conceptions of social groups? To what extent can museums be
understood to shape, not simply reflect, normative understandings of difference, acceptability and tolerance?
What are the challenges for museums which attempt to engage audiences in debating morally charged and
contested contemporary social issues and how might these be addressed? Sandell argues that museums
frame, inform and enable the conversations which audiences and society more broadly have about difference
and highlights the moral and political challenges, opportunities and responsibilities which accompany these
constitutive qualities.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
University of Leicester, UK

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eva Stanfield:

This book untitled Museums, Prejudice and the Reframing of Difference to be one of several books this best
seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will
easily to buy this book in the book retail store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher with this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this guide from your list.

Jose Wilson:

The book untitled Museums, Prejudice and the Reframing of Difference contain a lot of information on the
item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very clear to see all the people,
so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author
provides you in the new age of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read on your
smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the
e-book, you can open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice examine.

Cheryl Kirkland:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book Museums, Prejudice and the Reframing of Difference
was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Museums, Prejudice and
the Reframing of Difference has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or
Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be
make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try to
like reading that.

Dennis Winters:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or
even make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real
their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't see



colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Museums, Prejudice and the Reframing of Difference can make you
experience more interested to read.
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