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In this bold, original and persuasive book, Anthony W. Marx provocatively links
the construction of nations to the construction of racial identity. Using a
comparative historical approach, Marx analyzes the connection between race as a
cultural and political category rooted in the history of slavery and colonialism,
and the development of three nation states. He shows how each country's
differing efforts to establish national unity and other institutional impediments
have served, through the nation-building process and into their present systems of
state power, to shape and often crystallize categories and divisions of race.
Focusing on South Africa, Brazil and the United States, Marx illustrates and
elucidates the historical dynamics and institutional relationships by which the
construction of race and the development of these nations have informed one
another. Deftly combining comparative history, political science and sociological
interpretation, sharpened by over three-hundred interviews with key informants
from each country, he follows this dialogue into the present to discuss recent
political mobilization, popular protest and the current salience of race issues.
Anthony W. Marx is Associate Professor of Political Science at Columbia
University and has been a Visiting Professor at Yale University
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between race as a cultural and political category rooted in the history of slavery and colonialism, and the
development of three nation states. He shows how each country's differing efforts to establish national unity
and other institutional impediments have served, through the nation-building process and into their present
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Editorial Review

Review
"In Making Race and Nation Anthony Marx draws out distinctions that have not been captured by other
scholars who have examined race relations in the United States, South Africa and Brazil. This remarkable
and original book will certainly influence theory building in race and ethnic relations. It will also be widely
cited by social scientists who are interested in the social, economic and political conditions that enhance
racial antagonisms." William Julius Wilson, Harvard University

"Through strategic juxtaposition of three racially divided societies, Marx is able to blow apart many popular
myths about the causes and consequences of racial domination. For Marx, states make race, albeit not
precisely the way their governing elites envisioned. This compelling treatise not only makes a significant
contribution to the social theory of race, but due to its clear and lively style, should be of great interest to the
general public." David Laitin, University of Chicago

"Anthony Marx has brought off a bold comparison among South Africa, Brazil, and the United States,
showing how state policy and racial categorization interact....He offers a remarkable combination of
comparative history, political theory, and sociological interpretation...To cover so much intellectual and
geographic space so coherently amounts to a tour de force." Charles Tilly, Columbia University

"...Marx has done an extraordinary job of buttressing his analysis with good history....A rich body of
footnotes is included. Of interest to general readers and all academic libraries." Choice

"This book will profoundly change how we understand state and race. It will launch many progeny and
imitations but few, I expect, with its largeness of conception or with the sweep of its historical comparison."
James C. Scott, Yale University

"Making Race and Nation is a superb book: stunning in its sweep, remarkable in its documentation,
masterful in its theoretical statement. The elegant interweaving of the contingent concept of race, the nature
of the state, and the form assumed by the text of nationhood in these three polities is rich in insight and
persuasive in argument. No one interested in racial formation, identity politics, or state theory can afford to
ignore this major contribution." M. Crawford Young, University of Wisconsin

"The argument is intriguing, and the evidence persuasively marshaled." Robert H. Bates, Harvard University

"This is a carefully constructed and lucidly argued work of scholarship." Donald L. Horowitz, Duke
University

"...impressive...." Robert M. Levine

"This comparative study of racial politics in three nations and of the links between the political production of
`race' and nation building is an intriguing and thought-provoking read. Anthony Marx has made an important
contribution to our understanding of the complexities of racism and raised new questins about the work that
needs to be done to dismantle these systems. He writes in a clear, accessible, and compelling style and
documents his work exhaustively." Jennifer J. Yanco, Int Jrnl of African Hist Soc



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Regina Laporte:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people
in the world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book Making Race and Nation: A
Comparison of South Africa, the United States, and Brazil (Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics). All
type of book are you able to see on many resources. You can look for the internet resources or other social
media.

Adelina Foreman:

This Making Race and Nation: A Comparison of South Africa, the United States, and Brazil (Cambridge
Studies in Comparative Politics) tend to be reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person,
why. The key reason why of this Making Race and Nation: A Comparison of South Africa, the United States,
and Brazil (Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics) can be on the list of great books you must have will
be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that perhaps will
shock your before knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever
your conditions throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Making Race and Nation: A
Comparison of South Africa, the United States, and Brazil (Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics)
giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that
we realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Mary Kasten:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story
as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is
this Making Race and Nation: A Comparison of South Africa, the United States, and Brazil (Cambridge
Studies in Comparative Politics).

Richard Oneal:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the
books in the top checklist in your reading list is definitely Making Race and Nation: A Comparison of South



Africa, the United States, and Brazil (Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics). This book and that is
qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upward and review
this e-book you can get many advantages.
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