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A hero to many, Polish writer Adam Michnik ranks among today's most fearless
and persuasive public figures. His imprisonment by Poland's military regimein
the 1980s did nothing to quench his outpouring of writings, many of which were
published in English as Letters from Prison. Beginning where that volume ended,
Letters from Freedom finds Michnik briefly in prison at the height of the "cold
civil war" between authorities and citizens in Poland, then released. Through his
continuing essays, articles, and interviews, the reader can follow all the
momentous changes of the last decade in Poland and East-Central Europe. Some
of the writings have appeared in English in various publications; most are
translated here for the first time.

Michnik is never detached. His belief that people can get what they want without
hatred and violence has always translated into action, and his actions, particularly
the activity of writing, have required his contemporaries to think seriously about
what it isthey want. His commitment to freedom is absolute, but neither wild-
eyed nor humorless; with a characteristic combination of idealism and
pragmatism, Michnik says, "In the end, politicsis the art of foreseeing and
implementing the possible.”

Michnik's blend of conviction and political acumen is perhaps most vividly
revealed in the interviews transcribed in the book, whether he is the subject of the
interview or is conducting a conversation with Czedaw Milosz, Vaclav Havel, or
Wojciech Jaruzelski. These face-to-face exchanges tell more about the forces at
work in contemporary Eastern Europe than could any textbook. Sharing
Michnik's intellectual journey through a tumultuous era, we touch on all the
subjects important to him in this wide-ranging collection and find they have
importance for everyone who values conscience and responsibility. In the words
of Jonathan Schell, "Michnik is one of those who bring honor to the last two
decades of the twentieth century."
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A hero to many, Polish writer Adam Michnik ranks among today's most fearless and persuasive public
figures. Hisimprisonment by Poland's military regime in the 1980s did nothing to quench his outpouring of
writings, many of which were published in English as Letters from Prison. Beginning where that volume
ended, Letters from Freedom finds Michnik briefly in prison at the height of the "cold civil war" between
authorities and citizens in Poland, then released. Through his continuing essays, articles, and interviews, the
reader can follow all the momentous changes of the last decade in Poland and East-Central Europe. Some of
the writings have appeared in English in various publications, most are translated here for the first time.

Michnik is never detached. His belief that people can get what they want without hatred and violence has
always trandlated into action, and his actions, particularly the activity of writing, have required his
contemporaries to think seriously about what it is they want. His commitment to freedom is absolute, but
neither wild-eyed nor humorless; with a characteristic combination of idealism and pragmatism, Michnik
says, "In the end, politicsis the art of foreseeing and implementing the possible.”

Michnik's blend of conviction and political acumen is perhaps most vividly revealed in the interviews
transcribed in the book, whether he is the subject of the interview or is conducting a conversation with
Czedlaw Milosz, Vaclav Havel, or Wojciech Jaruzel ski. These face-to-face exchanges tell more about the
forces at work in contemporary Eastern Europe than could any textbook. Sharing Michnik's intellectual
journey through atumultuous era, we touch on al the subjects important to him in this wide-ranging
collection and find they have importance for everyone who values conscience and responsibility. In the
words of Jonathan Schell, "Michnik is one of those who bring honor to the last two decades of the twentieth
century."
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English (trandation)
Original Language: Polish

About the Author

Adam Michnik isthe editor of Gazeta Wyborcza, which he helped to found in 1989. Many of his articles
and essays have been translated into other languages, but except for the trandation of a1979 work, The
Church and the Left (1992), thisis the first collection of hiswritings to appear in English since Letters from
Prison and Other Essays (California, 1986). Irena Grudzinska Grossis the author of The Scar of
Revolution: Custine, Tocqueville, and the Romantic Imagination (California, 1991). Jane Caveisthe
tranglator of several books from Polish, including Konspira by Macigj Lopinski, Marcin Moskit, and Mariusz
Wilk (California, 1990). Ken Jowitt is Professor of Political Science at the University of California,
Berkeley, and author of New World Disorder: The Leninist Extinction (California, 1992), among other
books.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Michael Battle:

Now aday those who Living in the erajust where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Letters from Freedom:
Post—Cold War Realities and Perspectives (Society and Culture in East-Central Europe) book as this book
offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per cent guarantees there
isno doubt in it you may already know.

Judith Craig:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. In order to try to find anew activity hereislook different
you can read a new book. It isreally fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the
entire day to reading areserve. The book Letters from Freedom: Post—Cold War Redlities and Perspectives
(Society and Culture in East-Central Europe) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are alot of those
who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to
deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. Y ou can mQOore effortlessly to read this book from a smart
phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features high quality.



Edwin Bernal:

This Letters from Freedom: Post—Cold War Realities and Perspectives (Society and Culture in East-Central
Europe) is great e-book for you because the content which can be full of information for you who also
always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it facts accurately
using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentencesinside. So if you are read this hurriedly you
can have whole factsin it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but hard core
information with lovely delivering sentences. Having L etters from Freedom: Post—Cold War Realities and
Perspectives (Society and Culture in East-Central Europe) in your hand like finding the world in your arm,
datainitisnot ridiculous asingle. We can say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen
minute right but this reserve already do that. So , thisis certainly good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs.
busy do you till doubt in which?

Alita Schmidt:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book L etters from Freedom: Post—Cold War Realities and
Perspectives (Society and Culture in East-Central Europe) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on
there. Aswe know that book L etters from Freedom: Post—Cold War Realities and Perspectives (Society and
Culture in East-Central Europe) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until adolescents. For example
Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all
of book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best
book in your case and try to like reading which.
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