Jesus in Our Wombs: Embodying Modernity
In a Mexican Convent (Ethnographic Studies
in Subjectivity)

.'h_":u_: in Our (Jombs

By Rebecca J. Lester

Read Online ©

Jesusin Our Wombs: Embodying M odernity in a Mexican Convent
(Ethnographic Studiesin Subjectivity) By Rebecca J. Lester

In Jesusin Our Wombs, Rebecca J. Lester takes us behind the walls of a Roman
Catholic convent in central Mexico to explore the lives, training, and experiences
of agroup of postulants—young women in the first stage of religious training as
nuns. Lester, who conducted eighteen months of fieldwork in the convent,
provides arich ethnography of these young women's journeys as they wrestle
with doubts, fears, ambitions, and setbacks in their struggle to follow what they
believe to be the will of God. Gracefully written, finely textured, and
theoretically rigorous, this book considers how these aspiring nuns learn to
experience God by cultivating an altered experience of their own female bodies,
atransformation they view as a political stance against modernity.

Lester explains that the Postulants work toward what they see as an "authentic"
femininity—one that has been eclipsed by the values of modern society. The
outcome of this process has political aswell as personal consequences. The
Sisterslearn to understand their very intimate experiences of "the Call"—and
their choices in answering it—as politically relevant declarations of self. Readers
become intimately acquainted with the personalities, family backgrounds,
friendships, and aspirations of the Postulants as L ester relates the practices and
experiences of their daily lives. Combining compassionate, engaged ethnography
with an incisive and provocative theoretical analysis of embodied selves, Jesusin
Our Wombs delivers a profound analysis of what Lester calls the convent's
"technology of embodiment” on multiple levels—from the phenomenological to
the political.
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In Jesus in Our Wombs, Rebecca J. Lester takes us behind the walls of a Roman Catholic convent in central
Mexico to explore the lives, training, and experiences of a group of postulants—young women in the first
stage of religious training as nuns. Lester, who conducted eighteen months of fieldwork in the convent,
provides arich ethnography of these young women's journeys as they wrestle with doubts, fears, ambitions,
and setbacksin their struggle to follow what they believe to be the will of God. Gracefully written, finely
textured, and theoretically rigorous, this book considers how these aspiring nuns learn to experience God by
cultivating an altered experience of their own female bodies, a transformation they view as a political stance
against modernity.

Lester explains that the Postulants work toward what they see as an "authentic" femininity—one that has
been eclipsed by the values of modern society. The outcome of this process has political aswell as personal
consequences. The Sisters learn to understand their very intimate experiences of "the Call"—and their
choices in answering it—as politically relevant declarations of self. Readers become intimately acquainted
with the personalities, family backgrounds, friendships, and aspirations of the Postulants as L ester relates the
practices and experiences of their daily lives. Combining compassionate, engaged ethnography with an
incisive and provocative theoretical analysis of embodied selves, Jesusin Our Wombs delivers a profound
analysis of what Lester calls the convent's "technology of embodiment” on multiple levels—from the
phenomenological to the political.
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Editorial Review
From the Inside Flap

"A stunning first book, Jesus In Our Wombs is a haunting ethnography with fresh theoretical insights.
Blending psychoanalytic theories with postmodern imageries, Lester demonstrates that the body is both a
source and object of analysis. Thisisamodel ethnography."—Vicki Ruiz, author of From Out of the
Shadows: Mexican Women in the Twentieth-Century America

"In Jesus In Our Wombs, Rebecca L ester uses her rich, evocative ethnography of the first year experiences of
nuns-in-training to explore the formation and transformation of selves, the relationships of bodily practices,
and the centrality of gender to these intertwined processes of self-formation and embodiment. Thiswork will
spark renewed interest in the potential of psychoanalysis and psychoanalytic theories of change to offer
insights for crucial theoretical issuesin anthropology and the social sciences more generaly. A superb
book."—Daorothy Hodgson, author of The Church of Women: Gendered Encounters between Maasai and
Missionaries

"This study of young Mexican nunsin their first year of training is a thought provoking and ethnographically
rich work that will be an important contribution to the anthropological study of religion, gender, and
embodiment. Through her careful analysis of the ways the postul ates negotiate their training intellectually,
emotionally, and bodily, Lester provides unique insights into the religious processes of personal
transformation. A beautifully observed ethnography of life in a Catholic convent."—Joel Robbins, author of
Becoming Sinners. Christianity and Moral Torment in a Papua New Guinea Society

About the Author

Rebecca J. Lester is Assistant Professor of Anthropology at Washington University.
Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Connell:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This Jesus in Our Wombs. Embodying Modernity in a Mexican Convent
(Ethnographic Studies in Subjectivity) book is readable by means of you who hate those perfect word style.
Y ou will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving also
decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of Jesusin Our Wombs. Embodying
Modernity in a Mexican Convent (Ethnographic Studies in Subjectivity) content conveys thinking easily to
understand by alot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different by means of it. So, do you nonetheless thinking Jesus in Our Wombs: Embodying Modernity in a
Mexican Convent (Ethnographic Studies in Subjectivity) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading
book?



Douglas Quintanar:

The reason? Because this Jesus in Our Wombs: Embodying Modernity in a Mexican Convent (Ethnographic
Studies in Subjectivity) isan unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter
it will jolt you with the secret that inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the
book in such amazing way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but till
convey the meaning entirely. So , it isgood for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to
regret it. This phenomenal book will give you alot of advantages than the other book possess such as help
improving your skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If | were
being you | will go to the book store hurriedly.

Bernard Davisson:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friendsis thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Jesusin Our Wombs. Embodying
Modernity in a Mexican Convent (Ethnographic Studies in Subjectivity), you can enjoy both. It is great
combination right, you still want to missit? What kind of hang typeisit? Oh can occur its mind hangout
fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Lillian Vaughn:

Areyou kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of thistime you only find e-book
that need more time to be study. Jesus in Our Wombs: Embodying Modernity in a Mexican Convent
(Ethnographic Studiesin Subjectivity) can be your answer because it can be read by a person who have those
short spare time problems.
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