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An American Reguiem s the story of one man's coming of age. But more than
that, it is a coming to terms with the conflicts that disrupted many families,
inflicting personal wounds that were also social, political, and religious. Carrall
grew up in a Catholic family that seemed blessed. His father had abandoned his
own dream of becoming a priest to rise through the ranks of Hoover's FBI and
then become one of the most powerful men in the Pentagon, the founder of the
Defense Intelligence Agency. Y oung Jim lived the privileged life of ageneral's
son, dating the daughter of a vice president and meeting the pope, all in the
shadow of nuclear war, waiting for the red telephone to ring in his parents house.
He worshiped his father until Martin Luther King, Jr., the civil rights movement,
turmoil in the Catholic Church, and then Vietnam combined to outweigh the
bond between father and son. These were issues on which they would never
agree. Only after Carroll |eft the priesthood to become awriter and husband with
children of his own did he come to understand fully the struggles his father had
faced. In thiswork of nonfiction, the best-selling novelist draws on the skills he
honed with nine much-admired novelsto tell the story he was, literaly, born to
tell. An American Requiemis a benediction on hisfather's life, hisfamily's
struggles, and the legacies of an entire generation.
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An American Requiemis the story of one man's coming of age. But more than that, it isa coming to terms
with the conflicts that disrupted many families, inflicting personal wounds that were also social, political,
and religious. Carroll grew up in a Catholic family that seemed blessed. His father had abandoned his own
dream of becoming a priest to rise through the ranks of Hoover's FBI and then become one of the most
powerful men in the Pentagon, the founder of the Defense Intelligence Agency. Y oung Jim lived the
privileged life of ageneral's son, dating the daughter of a vice president and meeting the pope, al in the
shadow of nuclear war, waiting for the red telephone to ring in his parents house. He worshiped his father
until Martin Luther King, Jr., the civil rights movement, turmoil in the Catholic Church, and then Vietnam
combined to outweigh the bond between father and son. These were issues on which they would never agree.
Only after Carroll |eft the priesthood to become awriter and husband with children of his own did he come
to understand fully the struggles his father had faced. In this work of nonfiction, the best-selling novelist
draws on the skills he honed with nine much-admired novelsto tell the story he was, literally, born to tell. An
American Requiemis a benediction on his father's life, his family's struggles, and the legacies of an entire
generation.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

If the Civil War pitted brother against brother, the Vietnam War is best understood as pitting father against
son. Some of Vietham's longest lasting battles were fought in heavy rages and even heavier silences across
the dinner table. James Carroll is a veteran of many such skirmishes. A novelist now, this book is his story of
what it was like to be an anti-war priest in the '60s while his father was an Air Force general deeply involved
in Pentagon planning. What makes the book particularly moving isthat Carroll comesto realize that his
father is no mono-dimensional saber-rattler (indeed, he suspects that his father's military career cametoits
sudden end because of the stances he took inside the corridors of power against expanding and intensifying
the war). But the terrible truth was that neither the father nor the son ever managed to transcend the
boundaries of their particular roles to meet each other in a candid, reciprocal relationship. And Carroll is
honest--he tells us this, painfully. A very fine book, which aong the way reports interestingly on some
nearly forgotten '60s episodes.

From Publishers Weekly

Carroll, anovelist (Family Trade), poet and former priest, has written a moving memoir of the effect of the
Vietnam War on his family that is at once personal and the story of a generation. His father was an Air Force
general who won his stars by being one of the bright lights of the FBI-and a favorite of J. Edgar Hoover-
rather than by working his way up through the military. One of Carroll's four brothers dodged the draft in
Canada, another was an FBI agent ferreting out draft dodgers and he himself-aformer ROTC Cadet of the

Y ear at Georgetown-became an "antiwar" chaplain at Boston University who demonstrated in the streets but
ducked the cameras for fear his father might recognize him. Carroll was earmarked from birth to be a priest
(his father had trained for the priesthood but dropped out just before ordination) and received personal
encouragement from Pope John X X111 and Cardina Spellman, afamily friend. Carroll's heroes evolved from
Elvisto Pope John to Martin Luther King, rebel theologian Hans Kung, poet Allen Tate (his mentor) and
Eugene McCarthy-most of whom his father considered enemies. After much personal struggle, Carroll left
the priesthood, married and became a father, but the break with his own father was never repaired. At once
heartbreaking and heroic, thisis autobiography at its best.

Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

Carrall, anovelist (City Below, LJ4/15/94) and Boston Globe columnist, presents an absorbing account of
his youth and early adulthood in afamily dominated by a strong-willed father, a country embroiled in awar
in Vietnam, and a Roman Catholic faith caught up in the stress of reinventing itself through the Vatican |1
reforms. The tense relationship between father and son sets the stage for young James's equally difficult
attempts to define himself as an American and as a Catholic priest. Carroll's description of his conflicts over
Vietnam with his father (an FBI agent who subsequently became the founder of the Defense Intelligence
Agency) will stand as an accurate reflection of family turmoil for countless readers who grew to maturity in
the 1960s. Carroll offers a fascinating perspective on generational differences and the enormous challenges
each young person faces when choosing aworld view at odds with that of his or her parents. An
exceptionally well-written work that is effective on many levels; highly recommended for academic and
public libraries.

-?John R. Vallely, Sena Coll. Lib., Loudonville,

Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Kerry Diaz:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? Y es, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take
awalk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called An American
Requiem: God, My Father, and the War That Came Between Us? Maybe it isto be best activity for you. You
already know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Richard Tipton:

The book An American Requiem: God, My Father, and the War That Came Between Us can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the
good thing like a book An American Requiem: God, My Father, and the War That Came Between Us? A few
of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many information for us.
It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for
that, you could give for each other; you can share al of these. Book An American Requiem: God, My Father,
and the War That Came Between Us has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function
for you. Y ou can search the enormous world by open up and read aguide. So it is very wonderful.

CharlesTrask:

This An American Requiem: God, My Father, and the War That Came Between Us book is absolutely not
ordinary book, you have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book will
be information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read alot of
information you will get. That An American Requiem: God, My Father, and the War That Came Between Us
without we know teach the one who reading through it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't
become worry An American Requiem: God, My Father, and the War That Came Between Us can bring
whenever you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves come to be full because you can have it
within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This An American Reguiem: God, My Father, and the War
That Came Between Us having good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Bette Morgan:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this An American Requiem: God, My Father,
and the War That Came Between Us book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make
book which might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written with good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
skepticism An American Requiem: God, My Father, and the War That Came Between Us as good book not
just by the cover but also by content. This is one book that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do



you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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