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In the late sixteenth century, a prominent Albanian named Antonio Bruni
composed a revealing document about his home country. Historian Sir Noel
Malcolm takes this document as a point of departure to explore the lives of the
entire Bruni family, whose members included an archbishop of the Balkans, the
captain of the papal flagship at the Battle of Lepanto--at which the Ottomans
were turned back in the Eastern Mediterranean--in 1571, and a highly placed
interpreter in Istanbul, formerly Constantinople, the capital of the Eastern Roman
Empire that fell to the Turks in 1453. The taking of Constantinople had
profoundly altered the map of the Mediterranean. By the time of Bruni's
document, Albania, largely a Venetian province from 1405 onward, had been
absorbed into the Ottoman Empire. Even under the Ottomans, however, this was
a world marked by the ferment of the Italian Renaissance.

In Agents of Empire, Malcolm uses the collective biography of the Brunis to
paint a fascinating and intimate picture of Albania at a moment when it
represented the frontier between empires, cultures, and religions. The lives of the
polylingual, cosmopolitan Brunis shed new light on the interrelations between
the Ottoman and Christian worlds, characterized by both conflict and complex
interdependence. The result of years of archival detective work, Agents of Empire
brings to life a vibrant moment in European and Ottoman history, challenging
our assumptions about their supposed differences. Malcolm's book guides us
through the exchanges between East and West, Venetians and the Ottomans, and
tells a story of worlds colliding with and transforming one another.
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In the late sixteenth century, a prominent Albanian named Antonio Bruni composed a revealing document
about his home country. Historian Sir Noel Malcolm takes this document as a point of departure to explore
the lives of the entire Bruni family, whose members included an archbishop of the Balkans, the captain of the
papal flagship at the Battle of Lepanto--at which the Ottomans were turned back in the Eastern
Mediterranean--in 1571, and a highly placed interpreter in Istanbul, formerly Constantinople, the capital of
the Eastern Roman Empire that fell to the Turks in 1453. The taking of Constantinople had profoundly
altered the map of the Mediterranean. By the time of Bruni's document, Albania, largely a Venetian province
from 1405 onward, had been absorbed into the Ottoman Empire. Even under the Ottomans, however, this
was a world marked by the ferment of the Italian Renaissance.

In Agents of Empire, Malcolm uses the collective biography of the Brunis to paint a fascinating and intimate
picture of Albania at a moment when it represented the frontier between empires, cultures, and religions. The
lives of the polylingual, cosmopolitan Brunis shed new light on the interrelations between the Ottoman and
Christian worlds, characterized by both conflict and complex interdependence. The result of years of archival
detective work, Agents of Empire brings to life a vibrant moment in European and Ottoman history,
challenging our assumptions about their supposed differences. Malcolm's book guides us through the
exchanges between East and West, Venetians and the Ottomans, and tells a story of worlds colliding with
and transforming one another.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Malcolm is the definitive academic historian: a research professor at All Souls College, Oxford,
intimidatingly multilingual, a trained archival detective and a fiercely engaging writer. He knows that the art
of biography is to illuminate the entire period in question and can write a rich portrait of a country
encompassed within a smartly drawn geopolitical panorama."--The National Interest

Included in Wall Street Journal's "The Best Books for History Buffs"

"Noel Malcolm's astonishing "Agents of Empire" - a lost world brought to life - focuses on a 50-year period
in this epic conflict, from the 1550s to the Long Turkish War (1593-1606). What makes the book
astonishing? Mr. Malcolm's account is not written from the point of view of kings, generals and
ambassadors. Instead he traces the fortunes of two intermarrying Albanian families, the Brunis and the
Brutis... what [Malcolm] has written is an exceptional, enthralling book that places Albania right at the
center of the Mediterranean world." -The Wall Street Journal

"A book that will serve as an antidote to all crude nationalism, and to many historical stereotypes. It brings
the reader back to an era long before the nation-state, when personal loyalties and religious coalitions were
perpetually shifting." -The Economist

"Dramatic and richly researched, this history views the sixteenth-century Mediterranean through the lens of a
single extended Albanian family that wielded influence in both of the region's dominant powers - the
Ottoman Empire and the Venetian Republic." -The New Yorker

"Agents of Empire is both a work of impeccable and original scholarship and a splendidly readable account
of a critical moment in the history of both Eastern and Western Europe, and both Christendom and Islam."
-David Abulafia,The Times Literary Supplement

"Noel Malcolm's magnificent Agents of Empire uses the intertwined stories of two Albanian families - the
Brunis and the Brutis - as a prism through which to view the contacts and the conflicts that made the early
modern Mediterranean...It is impossible to read Malcolm's account without a sense of its resonances for
today." -The Guardian



"[A] masterful account... told with scholarly precision but also with the drive of a well-told story." --The
New Criterion

"There are very few scholars with Malcolm's linguistic skills and historical vision, which is one of the many
reasons Agents of Empire is such an important book." -The Telegraph

"This is a magnificent piece of historical recreation and a valuable contribution to the field of Mediterranean
studies."-Eric Dursteler, Brigham Young University, H-Net

"[An] excellent book." --Journal of Jesuit Studies

"Arguably the most accurate and finely shaded view into Europe's early modern past has only recently been
published: Noel Malcolm's Agents of Empire: Knights, Corsairs, Jesuits and Spies in the Sixteenth-Century
Mediterranean World. Malcolm is the definitive academic historian: a research professor at All Souls
College, Oxford, intimidatingly multilingual, a trained archival detective and a fiercely engaging writer. He
knows that the art of biography is to illuminate the entire period in question and can write a rich portrait of a
country encompassed within a smartly drawn geopolitical panorama. Agents of Empire, which is roughly
about the contest for supremacy in the Adriatic and the eastern Mediterranean between Venice and the
Ottoman Empire in the late sixteenth century, is a "microhistory" of a family within an encyclopedic, almost
Proustian, vision of early modern Europe." -The National Interest

About the Author

Noel Malcolm is a Senior Research Fellow at All Souls College, Oxford.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Fabian Luton:

This Agents of Empire: Knights, Corsairs, Jesuits and Spies in the Sixteenth-Century Mediterranean World
are generally reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this
Agents of Empire: Knights, Corsairs, Jesuits and Spies in the Sixteenth-Century Mediterranean World can be
on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed
an individual with information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you
can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this
Agents of Empire: Knights, Corsairs, Jesuits and Spies in the Sixteenth-Century Mediterranean World
forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that we realize it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.



Lorraine Edler:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or their
very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic in
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt
look for book, may be the book untitled Agents of Empire: Knights, Corsairs, Jesuits and Spies in the
Sixteenth-Century Mediterranean World can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to
you.

Dora Bair:

Agents of Empire: Knights, Corsairs, Jesuits and Spies in the Sixteenth-Century Mediterranean World can be
one of your beginning books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this e-
book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining
but nonetheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to get every word into
enjoyment arrangement in writing Agents of Empire: Knights, Corsairs, Jesuits and Spies in the Sixteenth-
Century Mediterranean World however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based
confirm resource details that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can certainly drawn you
into new stage of crucial pondering.

Donna Valdez:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you read a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
Agents of Empire: Knights, Corsairs, Jesuits and Spies in the Sixteenth-Century Mediterranean World will
give you new experience in studying a book.
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