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Don Whillans has an iconic significance for generations of climbers. His epoch-
making first ascent of Annapurna's South Face, achieved with Dougal Haston in
1970, remains one of the most impressive climbs ever made - but behind this and
all his other formidable achievements lies a tough, recalcitrant reality: the
character of the man himself.

Whillans carried within himself a sense of personal invincibility, forceful, direct
and uncompromising. It gave him sporting superstar status - the flawed heroism
of a Best, a McEnroe, an Ali. In his own circle, his image was the working-class
hero on the rock-face, laconic and bellicose, ready to go to war with the elements
or with any human who crossed his path on a bad day.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Wonderfully crafted . . . One of the most gifted chroniclers of mountaineering. . . Perrin records it all with a
subtle sympathy, laying bare British mountaineering’s most mythologized figure.”
–Independent

From the Inside Flap
A fascinating, thought-provoking biography of a climbing legend.

Don Whillans has been an icon for generations of climbers. His first ascent of Annapurna?s South Face with
Dougal Haston in 1970, remains one of the most impressive climbs ever made ? a standard to which all
contemporary Himalayan climbers aspire. But Perrin examines the tough reality behind Whillans?
formidable achievements ? the character of the man himself. Despite his skill and daring, Whillans was a
savage-tongued, hell-raising scrapper ? turned down for a Queen?s Birthday honour, because of a violent
fracas with the police. Coming out of a world miles away from the environment of the upper class climbers
who dominated the sport, Whillans? forceful, uncompromising personality gave him superstar status ? the
flawed heroism of a Best, a McEnroe, or an Ali.

About the Author
Jim Perrin is a writer, broadcaster and photographer who has been described as “the most outstanding prose
writer of present-day Wales”. His travels on a Harley, across the USA were recently published in the Daily
Telegraph under the title High on the Hog.

From the Hardcover edition.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anthony Rodriguez:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yep,
by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is high. For you
who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific The Villain: The Life of Don Whillans book as
beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Fannie Wymer:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to anyone is
you don't know which one you should start with. This The Villain: The Life of Don Whillans is our



recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need
in this era.

Perry Payne:

This book untitled The Villain: The Life of Don Whillans to be one of several books this best seller in this
year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this
book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes
you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason
for your requirements to past this publication from your list.

Raymond Augustus:

The actual book The Villain: The Life of Don Whillans has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this
book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. This articles author makes
some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get the point easily
after reading this article book.
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