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In 1683, an Ottoman army that stretched from horizon to horizon set out to seize
the “Golden Apple,” as Turksreferred to Vienna. The ensuing siege pitted battle-
hardened Jani ssaries wiel ding seventeenth-century grenades against Habsburg
armies, widely feared for their savagery. The walls of Vienna bristled with guns
as the besieging Ottoman host launched bombs, fired cannons, and showered the
populace with arrows during the battle for Christianity’ s bulwark. Each side was
sustained by the hatred of its age-old enemy, certain that victory would be won
by the grace of God.

The Great Siege of Viennais the centerpiece for historian Andrew Wheatcroft's
richly drawn portrait of the centuries-long rivalry between the Ottoman and
Habsburg empires for control of the European continent. A gripping work by a
master historian, The Enemy at the Gate offers atimely examination of an epic
clash of civilizations.
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In 1683, an Ottoman army that stretched from horizon to horizon set out to seize the “ Golden Apple,” as
Turks referred to Vienna. The ensuing siege pitted battle-hardened Janissaries wielding seventeenth-century
grenades against Habsburg armies, widely feared for their savagery. The walls of Vienna bristled with guns
as the besieging Ottoman host launched bombs, fired cannons, and showered the popul ace with arrows
during the battle for Christianity’ s bulwark. Each side was sustained by the hatred of its age-old enemy,
certain that victory would be won by the grace of God.

The Great Siege of Viennais the centerpiece for historian Andrew Wheatcroft' s richly drawn portrait of the
centuries-long rivalry between the Ottoman and Habsburg empires for control of the European continent. A
gripping work by a master historian, The Enemy at the Gate offers a timely examination of an epic clash of
civilizations.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journa

Wheatcroft (director, Centre for Publishing Studies, Univ. of Stirling, Scotland; Infidels) offersarichly
detailed account of the 1683 Ottoman siege of Vienna and subsequent battle with the Hapsburg central
European forces. Although focusing on asingle military campaign, Wheatcroft draws on decades of his own
research on the Hapsburg-Ottoman conflict to provide needed historical context for the events of war. As
Wheatcroft aptly statesin hisintroduction, hisisin fact a broader study that seeks to understand "Europe's
fear of the Turks" within the frame of a specific Ottoman-Hapsburg military clash. Much of Wheatcroft's
detail comes from European accounts of life in the Ottoman Empire and first-person descriptions of war, but
the inherent bias in these sources is always acknowledged. As aresult, Wheatcroft is able to move beyond
tales of the "Terrible Turks' to provide arealistic portraya of Ottoman leadership, a political context for the
Hapsburg-Ottoman conflict, and a description of the shifting balance of power between these two dynasties.
Thisis not awork of popular history for the casual reader, but scholars and students of history would benefit
greatly from this well-researched account of 17th-century Ottoman-Hapsburg political power.—Veronica
Arellano, Univ. of Houston Libs.

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Four centuries ago, the West really was involved in aseminal “clash of cultures’ against an aggressive
Islamic power, and that struggle reached its zenith at the siege of Viennain 1683. Wheatcroft has written a
fast-moving and exciting account of this sustained conflict and the history-turning siege that may well have
preserved the Christian character of Europe. Since their smashing defeat of the Byzantines at Manzikert in
1071, Turkish nomadic warriors had threatened Europe, but the Ottomans had harnessed the power of an
efficient state to their superior logistics and mobile cavalry. On the front line opposing the Ottoman advance
were the forces of the polyglot Hapsburg Empire. Wheatcroft indicates that the Hapsburgs had their own
particular assets, including a superbly trained infantry, and an effective, largely Polish cavalry. Relying to a
large extent on contemporary Hapsburg sources, Wheatcroft offers an outstanding blow-by-blow description
of the siege, which in the end was decided through a combination of luck and several critical Ottoman
blunders. --Jay Freeman

Review

New York Times Book Review

“As Andrew Wheatcroft brilliantly shows in The Enemy at the Gate, the skirmishes and the pitched battles
that raged for centuries between Habsburgs and Ottomans, and their numerous vassals on both sides,
represented not so much a‘clash of civilizations' as a collision of empires.... [H]is narrative is thrilling as
well as thoughtful, arare combination.”

Washington Times

“There are two stories here worth telling and well told: the blood-and-thunder tale of the heroic defense of
Vienna against the Ottomansin 1683, the surge in morale after the Habsburg victory, and the war to recover
Hungary and the Balkans from the Turks. The other story is of the obsessive fear and hatred of the Turksin
Christian central Europe, exorcised by the Habsburg victory at Vienna, turning to revenge and reconquest led
first by Duke Charles of Lorraine, then by the legendary Prince Eugene of Savoy, ending in exhausted and
bankrupt stability.”


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Telegraph
“[A] riveting narrative, Andrew Wheatcroft's The Enemy at the Gate...tells the story of the final Habsburg-
Ottoman showdown at the gates of Viennain 1683, one of the genuine turning pointsin European history.”

I ndependent
“Andrew Wheatcroft’s The Enemy at the Gate: Habsburgs, Ottomans and the Battle for Europe brilliantly
reconstructs the climactic conflict between Muslim ‘East’ and Christian ‘West’, at Viennain 1683.”

Telegraph
“A masterpiece of historical writing....The story of the siege reads as compellingly as a Dumas novel.”

Literary Review
“Intensely gripping... The Enemy at the Gate is rich and multilayered... Wheatcroft has doneusall a
service.”

Sunday Telegraph
“A fascinating and compelling story, a clash between a mighty besieging army and one of the major cities of
Europe, involving extraordinary efforts and sacrifices on both sides.”

Financial Times
“Ambitious...Wheatcroft is undeniably expert in hisfield.”

Times Higher Education Supplement
“It is one of the book's strengths that it demonstrates how far Ottomans, Habsburgs and the rest of Europe
lived in a common world with borders that were more porous than we usually imagine.”

The Weekly Standard

“ “[Wheatcroft's] fourth book is primarily amilitary history of the clashes between the Habsburg and
Ottoman Empiresin the 17th century, the fruit of more than 20 years researching in the field.... Some of the
most suggestive material here is on military organization, equipment, and tactics.”

Victor DavisHanson, First Things
“Wheatcroft offers ariveting account of the slow, methodical Ottoman approach to Vienna.... [A] masterful
account of the siege and battle.”

Michigan War Studies Review

“Wheatcroft displays exceptional awareness of the power of the printed word not only to crystallize and
reproduce specific facts or news for a mass audience, but to preserve and especially propagate a particular
opinion of agiven subject. Throughout, he strives to distinguish between the actual siege of Viennain 1683
and the one preserved in the Western imagination, noting print’s power to distort and undervalue the
humanity of the Ottoman Turks.”

Choice

“Wheatcroft’ sreal contribution is hisillustration of complex Ottoman administrative and military structures.
In fact, the book reveals these to have been a main source of Ottoman power; not, as many have suggested,
the provocation of fear through terror or oriental savagery. Wheatcroft also adeptly addresses important
historiographical questions about Ottoman decline, the dangers of over-reliance on secondary source
materials, syncretism of nomadic steppe tradition with Islamic values, and fine contrasts between Ottoman
and European military techniques.”



Journal of Military History

“Andrew Wheatcroft writes exciting and provocative books, and The Enemy at the Gate is no exception....
As battle history this book is great.... The descriptions of the fortifications, weapons, tactics, attacks, and
counterattacks are vivid and compelling.... Even though the reader knows how the siege will turn out, he/she
is eager to turn the next page to seeif the next explosion and attack will enable the Turksto get into the
city.”

Users Review
From reader reviews:
LindaMays:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time? What
did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question because just their can
doinwhich. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start
from on kindergarten until university need this kind of The Enemy at the Gate: Habsburgs, Ottomans, and
the Battle for Europe to read.

Lillie Granado:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The Enemy at the Gate: Habsburgs, Ottomans,
and the Battle for Europe book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which
might be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping
wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question The Enemy at the
Gate: Habsburgs, Ottomans, and the Battle for Europe as good book not simply by the cover but also through
the content. Thisis one book that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing a
different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense aready told you so why
you have to listening to another sixth sense.

William Delacruz;

The book untitled The Enemy at the Gate: Habsburgs, Ottomans, and the Battle for Europe contain alot of
information on the item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is very ssimple to
implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous
author. The author brings you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read this book
because you can continue reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book within anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site and order it.
Have a nice study.

George Miller:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Enemy at the Gate: Habsburgs, Ottomans,



and the Battle for Europe was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The
Enemy at the Gate: Habsburgs, Ottomans, and the Battle for Europe has many kinds or type. Start from kids
until teens. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy,
fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that will.
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