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Seeing through Race is a boldly original reinterpretation of the iconic
photographs of the black civil rights struggle. Martin A. Berger’s provocative
and groundbreaking study shows how the very pictures credited with arousing
white sympathy, and thereby paving the way for civil rights legislation, actually
limited the scope of racial reform in the 1960s. Berger analyzes many of these
famous images—dogs and fire hoses turned against peaceful black marchers in
Birmingham, tear gas and clubs wielded against voting-rights marchers in
Selma—and argues that because white sympathy was dependent on photographs
of powerless blacks, these unforgettable pictures undermined efforts to enact—or
even imagine—reforms that threatened to upend the racial balance of power.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Brilliant, provocative study of photographs of the US civil rights movement . . . . A first-rate book!”
(Choice 2011-10-01)

“Fascinating. . . . Berger’s historical reconstruction is convincing.”
(Ariella Azoulay Burrelles Luce 2012-09-19)

“A comprehensive study of the language in which editors, reporters, and photographers shaped and
demarcated the period’s field of vision.”
(Ariella Azoulay, Tel Aviv University CAA Reviews 2013-02-06)

From the Inside Flap

“Seeing Through Race is an indispensable and highly original account of how white Americans understood
and remembered the civil rights movement of the 1960s. Berger shows us why photography was so central to
civil rights, and his readings of iconic images are always penetrating and at times brilliant. His central
argument, that whites wanted to be in charge of the movement, is complemented with rich insights on almost
every page. It should be required reading for anyone interested in protest movements.”

—John Stauffer, Chair of the History of American Civilization and Professor of English and African and
African American Studies at Harvard University

“The fervor of the 1960s civil rights movement may seem outdated by now, but terrible scenes enacted on
the streets of Selma and Birmingham are preserved in the mass of surviving news photographs. Martin
Berger argues that these pictures were never simple visual documents. By awakening the nation to the
horrific violence of fire hoses and attack dogs, they defined what was meant by “civil rights movement.”
Always engaging in its narrative as well as in its analytical and theoretical discourse, Seeing through Race is
a stunning achievement both as history and as criticism.”

—Alan Trachtenberg, Neil Gray, Jr. Professor Emeritus of English and American Studies at Yale University

About the Author

Martin A. Berger is Professor and Director of the Visual Studies Program at the University of California,
Santa Cruz. He is the author of Man Made: Thomas Eakins and the Construction of Gilded Age Manhood
and Sight Unseen: Whiteness and American Visual Culture, both from UC Press. David J. Garrow is the
Pulitzer Prize-winning author of Bearing the Cross: Martin Luther King, Jr., and the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lisa Morgan:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Seeing through Race: A Reinterpretation of Civil
Rights Photography. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know
about how is important the book Seeing through Race: A Reinterpretation of Civil Rights Photography. You
can add know-how and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact
from book you can realize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known.
About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's examine.

Thomas Carroll:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept Seeing through
Race: A Reinterpretation of Civil Rights Photography suitable to you? Typically the book was written by
famous writer in this era. The book untitled Seeing through Race: A Reinterpretation of Civil Rights
Photographyis the main one of several books in which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired
lots of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know
previous to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of people can easily to know the
core of this publication. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. So that
you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Stephanie Gilley:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Seeing through Race: A
Reinterpretation of Civil Rights Photography reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to
make book that may be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism Seeing
through Race: A Reinterpretation of Civil Rights Photography as good book not simply by the cover but also
through the content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing
an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so
why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Catherine Stoltenberg:

You can find this Seeing through Race: A Reinterpretation of Civil Rights Photography by go to the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties
for ones knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you
enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your mobile phone
and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update.



Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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