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Palace Walk is the first novel in Nobel Prize-winner Naguib Mahfouz’s
magnificent Cairo Trilogy, an epic family saga of colonial Egypt that is
considered his masterwork.

The novels of the Cairo Trilogy trace three generations of the family of
tyrannical patriarch al-Sayyid Ahmad Abd al-Jawad, who rules his household
with a strict hand while living a secret life of self-indulgence. Palace Walk
introduces us to his gentle, oppressed wife, Amina, his cloistered daughters,
Aisha and Khadija, and his three sons—the tragic and idealistic Fahmy, the
dissolute hedonist Yasin, and the soul-searching intellectual Kamal. The family’s
trials mirror those of their turbulent country during the years spanning the two
world wars, as change comes to a society that has resisted it for centuries.

Translated by William Maynard Hutchins and Olive E. Kenny
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Set in Cairo around the end of World War I, as Egypt, a British protectorate, clamors for independence, 1988
Nobel Prize-winner Mahfouz's epic family drama explores deep fissures in the patriarchal structure of one
household. Prosperous merchant Ahmad Abd al-Jawad, a tyrant at home, roams Cairo's tawdry entertainment
district by night seeking illicit pleasures. His submissive wife Amina is chained to the house; he throws her
out on the street after she commits the sin of going outdoors for a walk. His two daughters constantly bicker,
and his three sons are beyond his control: Yasin commits sexual assaults on servants; Fahmy becomes an
activist in the nationalist movement, while Kamal befriends British soldiers. The first volume in Mahfouz's
Cairo Trilogy (1956-57), this dense novel charts an Egypt lurching into the modern age. Mahfouz is a master
at building up dramatic scenes and at portraying complex characters in depth.
Copyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
This extraordinary novel provides a close look into Cairo society at the end of World War I. Mahfouz's
vehicle for this examination is the family of al-Sayyid Ahmad, a middle-class merchant who runs his family
strictly according to the Qur'an and directs his own behavior according to his desires. Consequently, while
his wife and two daughters remain cloistered at home, and his three sons live in fear of his harsh will, al-
Sayyid Ahmad nightly explores the pleasures of Cairo. Written by the first Arabic writer to win the Nobel
Prize, Palace Walk begins Mahfouz's highly acclaimed "Cairo Trilogy," which follows Egypt's development
from 1917 to nationalism and Nasser in the 1950s. This novel's enchanting style and sweeping social tapestry
ensure a large audience, one that will eagerly await the English translation of the entire trilogy. A significant
addition to any collection. Previewed in Prepub Alert, LJ 9/15/89.
- Paul E. Hutchison, Fishermans Paradise, Bellefonte, Pa.
Copyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
“The alleys, the houses, the palaces and mosques and the people who live among them are evoked as vividly
in Mahfouz’s work as the streets of London were conjured up by Dickens.” —Newsweek

“Rich in psychological insight and cultural observation. . . . A majestic and capacious accomplishment.”
—The Boston Globe
 
 “A tale told with great affection, humor, and sensitivity, in a style that in this translation is always accessible
and elegant.” —The New York Times Book Review
 
“Palace Walk is a feast indeed.” —Chicago Tribune

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carroll Torres:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new



info. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Palace Walk: The Cairo Trilogy, Volume 1, you are able to tells your family, friends as well as soon about
yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Marjorie Cook:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look
different you can read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent the whole day to reading a e-book. The book Palace Walk: The Cairo Trilogy, Volume 1 it is very
good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this
book. In case you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can
m0ore very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book
provides high quality.

Hattie Robb:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This reserve Palace Walk: The Cairo Trilogy, Volume 1 was filled with regards to
science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people
has different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can
truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Herbert Mikula:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. Many kinds of books that
can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually Palace Walk: The Cairo Trilogy, Volume 1.
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