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Richard Holmes knew he had become a true biographer the day his bank bounced
a check that he had inadvertently dated 1772. Because for the acclaimed
chronicler of Shelley and Coleridge, biography is a physical pursuit, an ardent
and arduous retracing of footsteps that may have vanished centuries before.
 
In this gripping book, Holmes takes us from France’s Massif Central, where he
followed the route taken by Robert Louis Stevenson and a sweet-natured donkey,
to Mary Wollstonecraft’s Revolutionary Paris, to the Italian villages where Percy
Shelley tried to cast off the strictures of English morality and marriage. Footsteps
is a wonderful exploration of the ties between biographers and their subjects,
filled with passion and revelations.
 
“Deeply impressive . . . Footsteps is a singular event in the modern history of
biography, and in itself a delightful reading experience.”—Alfred Kazin
 
“This exhilarating book, part biography, part autobiography, shows the
biographer as sleuth and huntsman, tracking his subjects through space and
time.”—The Observer
 
“A modern masterpiece . . . [Holmes is] the most romantic of contemporary
biographers and probably the most revolutionary in spirit and form.”—Michael
Holroyd, author of Bernard Shaw
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Follow the footsteps of this absorbing and delightful author as he attempts to trace the paths of four
sometimes intractable, but always fascinating, Romantic writers. Robert Louis Stevenson's travels through
the Cevennes with a donkey; Mary Wollstonecraft's revolutionary Paris and friends; Percy B. Shelley's
Italian exile (a postscript to Holmes's acclaimed Shelley biography); and Gerard de Nerval's deranged vision
and sad pilgrimage are all presented with rigor, charm, and historical and personal sleuthwork. Holmes's
interest in each biographical subject is palpable and seems at times a fixation. But he rewards the reader with
a growing understanding of each writer's life, as well as much insight into the technique and art of biography.
Enjoyable, informative reading for literati, this book is recommended for larger general and academic
collections. Carol J. Lichtenberg, Washington State Univ. Lib., Pullman
Copyright 1985 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
`This exhilarating book, part biography, part autobiography, shows the biographer as sleuth and huntsman,
tracking his subjects through space and time.' Hilary Spurling, Observer `Nothing is simple in this intricate,
complicated and fascinating book, which is like a set of Russian dolls, biography containing travel-writing
containing autobiography containing and so on...Holmes is indeed a biographer and a romantic in every
sense.' Richard Boston, Guardian

From the Back Cover
Richard Holmes knew he had become a true biographer the day his bank bounced a check that he had
inadvertently dated 1772. Because for the acclaimed chronicler of Shelly and Coleridge, biography is a
physical pursuit, an ardent and arduous retracing of footsteps that may have vanished centuries before. In this
gripping book, Holmes takes us from France's Massif Central, where he followed the route taken by Robert
Louis Stevenson and a sweet-natured donkey, to Mary Wollstonecraft's Revolutionary Paris, to the Italian
villages where Percy Shelly tried to cast off the structures of English morality and marriage. Footsteps is a
wonderful exploration of the ties between biographers and their subjects, filled with passion and revelation.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Fiscus:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Footsteps:
Adventures of a Romantic Biographer? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You understand beside you
can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is
opinion or you have additional opinion?



Heather Sessoms:

The book untitled Footsteps: Adventures of a Romantic Biographer is the publication that recommended to
you to learn. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you actually. The language
that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of
analysis when write the book, and so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate.
You also could possibly get the e-book of Footsteps: Adventures of a Romantic Biographer from the
publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Dawn Bliss:

The particular book Footsteps: Adventures of a Romantic Biographer has a lot info on it. So when you read
this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous author. The writer makes
some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to read you will get the point easily
after scanning this book.

Michael Espy:

You could spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Footsteps: Adventures of a Romantic
Biographer is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If
you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is
make you simpler to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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