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For most of the vast span of human history, economic growth was all but
nonexistent. Then, about two centuries ago, some nations began to emerge from
this epoch of economic stagnation, experiencing sustained economic growth that
led to significant increases in standards of living and profoundly altered the level
and distribution of wealth, population, education, and health across the glaobe.
The question ever since has been--why?

Thisisthe first book to put forward a unified theory of economic growth that
accounts for the entire growth process, from the dawn of civilization to today.
Oded Galor, who founded the field of unified growth theory, identifies the
historical and prehistorical forces behind the differentia transition timing from
stagnation to growth and the emergence of income disparity around the world.
Galor shows how the interaction between technological progress and population
ultimately raised the importance of education in coping with the rapidly changing
technologica environment, brought about significant reduction in fertility rates,
and enabled some economies to devote greater resources toward a steady
increase in per capitaincome, paving the way for sustained economic growth.

- Presents a unified theory of economic growth from the dawn of civilization to
today

- Explains the worldwide disparitiesin living standards and popul ation we see
today

- Provides a comprehensive overview of the three phases of the development
process

- Analyzes the Malthusian theory and its empirical support

- Examines theories of demographic transition and their empirical significance

- Exploresthe interaction between economic development and human evolution
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For most of the vast span of human history, economic growth was all but nonexistent. Then, about two
centuries ago, some nations began to emerge from this epoch of economic stagnation, experiencing sustained
economic growth that led to significant increases in standards of living and profoundly atered the level and
distribution of wealth, population, education, and health across the globe. The question ever since has been--
why?

Thisisthefirst book to put forward a unified theory of economic growth that accounts for the entire growth
process, from the dawn of civilization to today. Oded Galor, who founded the field of unified growth theory,
identifies the historical and prehistorical forces behind the differential transition timing from stagnation to
growth and the emergence of income disparity around the world. Galor shows how the interaction between
technologica progress and population ultimately raised the importance of education in coping with the
rapidly changing technological environment, brought about significant reduction in fertility rates, and
enabled some economies to devote greater resources toward a steady increase in per capitaincome, paving
the way for sustained economic growth.

- Presents a unified theory of economic growth from the dawn of civilization to today
- Explains the worldwide disparitiesin living standards and popul ation we see today

- Provides a comprehensive overview of the three phases of the devel opment process
- Analyzes the Malthusian theory and its empirical support

- Examines theories of demographic transition and their empirical significance

- Explores the interaction between economic development and human evolution
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Editorial Review

Review
One of Choice's Outstanding Academic Titlesfor 2011

"Gaor isthe founder of unified growth theory. The theory seeks to uncover the principal forces behind the
world's transition from the subsistence livelihoods experienced by early antecessors to the exponential
increases in living standards that came with the Industrial Revolution. . . . Thisbook is amust for anyone
interested in economic growth."--Choice

"Galor provides a mass of data and theory that may help to frame the role of education in creating economic
sustainability."--Josephine Gatti, I nternational Social Science Review

"[T]he contribution to economic science provided by Oded Galor poses an intellectua challenge for more
general macroeconomic models. . . which still need to provide comprehensive and endogenous explanations
regarding the radical changes that affected the world economy in the aftermath of the economic and financial
crisis."--Gianfranco Di Vaio, Journal of European and Economic History

"This volume must be highly recommended to anyone interested in economic growth and comparative
development."--Christopher Bliss, European Legacy

From the Back Cover

"Galor's project is breathtakingly ambitious. He proposes afairly simple, intensely human-capital -oriented
model that will accommodate the millennia of Malthusian near-stagnation, the Industrial Revolution and its
aftermath of rapid growth, the accompanying demographic transition, and the emergence of modern human-
capital-based growth. And the model is supposed to generate endogenoudly the transitions from one erato
the next. The resulting book is a powerful mixture of fact, theory, and interpretation.”--Robert Solow, Nobel
Laureatein Economics

"Unified Growth Theory isawork of unusual ambition. Full of original and daring ideas, this book will
inspire, motivate, and challenge economists. Highly recommended.”--Dar on Acemoglu, M assachusetts
Institute of Technology

"Unified Growth Theory is Big Science at its best. It grapples with some of the broadest questionsin social
science, integrating state-of-the-art economic theory with arich exploration of awide range of empirical
evidence. Galor's erudition and creativity are remarkable, and the ideas embodied in this book will have a
lasting effect on economics."--Steven N. Durlauf, Univer sity of Wisconsin-M adison

About the Author
Oded Galor isthe Herbert H. Goldberger Professor of Economics at Brown University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Latrice Miller:

Now aday people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How many people
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining
abook can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Unified Growth Theory book since
this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred percent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Dennis Taylor:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
if those information which isinside the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which
one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Unified Growth Theory as your daily resource information.

Martha L ockridge:

In this period of time globalization it isimportant to someone to receive information. The information will
make a professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find alot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, alot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is Unified Growth Theory this reserve consist alot of the information on the
condition of thisworld now. That book was represented how does the world has grown up. The words styles
that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some exploration when he
makes this book. That's why this book suited all of you.

L aree Drummond:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But any people fedl that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Unified Growth Theory or perhaps others sources
were given understanding for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel would like to read more
and more. Science book was created for teacher or students especially. Those textbooks are hel ping them to
include their knowledge. In other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Unified Growth Theory
to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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