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Forget what you think you know about the Mafia.  After reading this book,
even life-long mob aficionados will have a new perspective on organized
crime.

Informative, authoritative, and eye-opening, this is the first full-length book
devoted exclusively to uncovering the hidden history of how the Mafia came to
dominate organized crime in New York City during the 1930s through 1950s.
 Based on exhaustive research of archives and secret files obtained through the
Freedom of Information Act, author and attorney C. Alexander Hortis draws on
the deepest collection of primary sources, many newly discovered, of any history
of the modern mob.

Shattering myths, Hortis reveals how Cosa Nostra actually obtained power at the
inception.  The author goes beyond conventional who-shot-who mob stories,
providing answers to fresh questions such as:     

* Why did the Sicilian gangs come out on top of the criminal underworld?   
* Can economics explain how the Mafia families operated?   
* What was the Mafia's real role in the drug trade?   
* Why was Cosa Nostra involved in gay bars in New York since the 1930s?  

Drawing on an unprecedented array of primary sources, The Mob and the City is
the most thorough and authentic history of the Mafia's rise to power in the early-
to-mid twentieth century.
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Editorial Review

Review
“In his rich, well-researched first book, Hortis details the rise of the Mafia while debunking numerous myths.
. . . If there’s a better book on the early history of Cosa Nostra in America, I haven’t seen it.”
 
—Jerry Capeci, Gang Land News, coauthor of Mob Boss

"An exhaustively researched, yet highly readable history of exactly how the Italian Mafia became the
dominant organized crime group in New York City for most of the twentieth century. Using newly
uncovered documents and primary sources, Hortis cuts through many of the myths that surround the Mafia
and offers new angles and insight on a subject that continues to fascinate researchers and readers. The Mob
and The City is an exciting addition to the Mafia true-crime canon.”

—Scott M. Deitche, author of The Silent Don: The Criminal Underworld of Santo Trafficante Jr.

“Hortis demolishes what we thought we knew about the Mob...and builds a new history upon a solid
foundation of exclusive documentary evidence and superb insight.... Essential reading for all who seek to
truly understand the phenomenon of organized crime in America’s most populous city.”

—Thomas Hunt, editor of Informer: The History of American Crime and Law Enforcement

"An outstanding work of scholarship that highlights misinformation and myth attached to the history of the
Mafia in New York.”
 
—Dr. Howard Abadinsky, professor of criminal justice, St. John’s University, author of Organized Crime

“Much has been made of the Cosa Nostra being a national crime organization. And while that was certainly
true, New York was always its headquarters—the only city with more than one resident family (there are
five) and, because of that, the birthplace of the Commission. The Mob and the City provides both an
overview and an analysis of how that came to be, and it offers an interesting alternative to mob boss Joe
Bonanno’s generally accepted version of Cosa Nostra's origins. Lucid and thoughtful, it is well worth
reading.”

—Ronald Goldstock, commissioner of the Waterfront Commission of New York Harbor and former director
of the New York State Organized Crime Task Force

About the Author
C. Alexander Hortis, JD, is an attorney specializing in commercial litigation and constitutional law. He has
published articles on the Mafia in The Informer: The History of American Crime & Law Enforcement and in
New York Law School Law Review.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Quentin Ryan:

This The Mob and the City: The Hidden History of How the Mafia Captured New York are reliable for you
who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this The Mob and the City: The Hidden
History of How the Mafia Captured New York can be one of several great books you must have is usually
giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that might be will
shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever
your conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Mob and the City: The Hidden History of
How the Mafia Captured New York giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary,
giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel
in reading.

Maryanna Kuhns:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family
or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Mob and the City: The
Hidden History of How the Mafia Captured New York which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not
try out this book? Let's notice.

Robert Price:

You can find this The Mob and the City: The Hidden History of How the Mafia Captured New York by look
at the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve problem if you get
difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by simply written or printed but
also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your local
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-
date. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Joseph Cole:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is named of book The Mob
and the City: The Hidden History of How the Mafia Captured New York. You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make a person
happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one spot to
other place.
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