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This exposé investigates the evolution of the Almighty Black P Stone Nation, a
motley group of poverty-stricken teens transformed into a dominant gang
accused of terroristic intentions. Interwoven into the narrative is the dynamic
influence of leader Jeff Fort, who—despite his flamboyance and high
visibility—instilled arigid structure and discipline that afforded the young men a
refuge and a sense of purpose in an often hopeless community. Details of how
the Nation procured government funding for gang-related projects during the
War on Poverty era and fueled bonuses and job security for law enforcement, and
how Fort, in particular, masterminded a deal for $2.5 million to commit acts of
terrorism in the United States on behalf of Libya are also revealed. In examining
whether the Black P Stone Nation was a group of criminals, brainwashed
terrorists, victims of their circumstances, or champions of social change, this
socia history provides both an exploration of how and why gangs flourish and
insight into the way in which minority crime is targeted in the community,
reported in the media, and prosecuted in the courts.
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This exposé investigates the evolution of the Almighty Black P Stone Nation, a motley group of poverty-
stricken teens transformed into a dominant gang accused of terroristic intentions. Interwoven into the
narrative is the dynamic influence of leader Jeff Fort, who—despite his flamboyance and high
visibility—instilled arigid structure and discipline that afforded the young men a refuge and a sense of
purpose in an often hopel ess community. Details of how the Nation procured government funding for gang-
related projects during the War on Poverty era and fueled bonuses and job security for law enforcement, and
how Fort, in particular, masterminded adea for $2.5 million to commit acts of terrorism in the United States
on behalf of Libyaare aso revealed. In examining whether the Black P Stone Nation was a group of
criminals, brainwashed terrorists, victims of their circumstances, or champions of social change, this social
history provides both an exploration of how and why gangs flourish and insight into the way in which
minority crimeis targeted in the community, reported in the media, and prosecuted in the courts.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist

The Almighty Black P Stone Nation, one of the most notorious teen gangs in 1960s Chicago, evolved from a
youth gang involved in petty crimes into a major operation engaged in drug dealing and defrauding an
antipoverty program aimed at youth employment. Journalist Moore and scholar Williams, the son of aformer
member of arival gang, draw on interviews, newspaper accounts, and court records to examine the rise and
fall of the gang that started as the Blackstone Rangers and later morphed into the El Rukns. The gang, led
mostly by Jeff Fort, adapted through the civil rights and black nationalism eras and was later caught up in
charges of domestic terrorism for its connections to Libya. Moore and Williams explore the elements that
brought the gang to life: the expansion plans of the University of Chicago versus resistance from community
groups following the tenets of community organizer Saul Alinsky. Fort led the gang through turf wars and
rivalries, political machinations, and changes in the economic and social landscape of Chicago
neighborhoods plagued by youth violence, housing segregation, and racial hostility. --Vanessa Bush

Review

"Moore and Williams demystify the gang—and bring out the quirks of charismatic founder Jeff Fort—in this
well-researched book that digs out the truth, finds the humanity in urban legend and shows how church, state
and community together created the most powerful, and contradictory, of street organizations." —Ebony
(April 2011)

"A rigorous mixture of scholarship and journalism that is rendered with a contextual empathy that'srarein
other literature on street gangs." —Salim Muwakkil, senior editor, In These Times, and host of The Salim
Muwakkil Show, WV ON, Chicago

"A provocative tale —Chicago Citizen

"Filled with amazing and little known details and framed within Chicago African American history. The best
and most accurate book on a contemporary Chicago gang ever written." —John Hagedorn, author, People &

Folks: Gangs, Crime, and the Underclassin a Rustbelt City

"A stunning book." —StreetWise (March 2, 2011)

"A must-read for anyone interested in the history of Chicago." —Chicago Crusader

"A powerful exposé of disturbing realities underlying enduringly misunderstood urban legends." —Kirkus
Reviews

"A valuable addition to a serious library about crime, shedding light on the overlooked world of black
Chicago gangs." —Foxhill Review

About the Author


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Natalie Y. Mooreisan author and ajournalist who reports on issues of race and community for Chicago
Public Radio. Her work has appeared in publications such as Bitch, Black Enterprise, the Chicago Reporter,
the Chicago Sun-Times, the Chicago Tribune, Essence, and In These Times. She is coauthor of
Deconstructing Tyrone: A New Look at Black Masculinity in the Hip-Hop Generation. Lance Williamsisan
educator, an inner-city youth advocate and activist, and the son of aformer Vice Lords member. Heisa
founder and a chairman of the board of the Know Thyself Program, a community-based organization
providing cultural- and social-enrichment programs for youth in schools; a principal investigator of
CeaseFire, an antiviolence initiative in Chicago; a board member of the Diversifying Higher Education
Faculty in Illinois program; and a member of the executive committee of the Governor’s Statewide
Community Safety and Reentry Working Group. They both live in Chicago.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
James Gabridl:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular person? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
since just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book isfamiliar on every person. Yes, it issuitable.
Because start from on jardin de infancia until university need thiskind of The Almighty Black P Stone
Nation: The Rise, Fall, and Resurgence of an American Gang to read.

M elissa Alfonso:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
The Almighty Black P Stone Nation: The Rise, Fall, and Resurgence of an American Gang your thoughts
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but
surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a reserve then become one
contact form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get before. The The Almighty Black P Stone
Nation: The Rise, Fall, and Resurgence of an American Gang giving you yet another experience more than
blown away your head but also giving you useful facts for your better life within this era. So now let us show
you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished
looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time
activity?

Kimberly Gomez:

Reading a book to get new life stylein this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you study a
book you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and soon. The The
Almighty Black P Stone Nation: The Rise, Fall, and Resurgence of an American Gang provide you with new
experience in examining a book.



L eesa Banta:

This The Almighty Black P Stone Nation: The Rise, Fall, and Resurgence of an American Gang is
completely new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information asit relief your hunger
associated with. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little
digest in reading this The Almighty Black P Stone Nation: The Rise, Fall, and Resurgence of an American
Gang can be the light food for yourself because the information inside that book is easy to get through
anyone. These books develop itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, that's why | mean in the e-
book contact form. People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy thisreserveisthe
answer. So thereisn't any in reading a e-book especially this one. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for an individual. So, don't missit! Just read this e-book kind for your better life aswell as
knowledge.
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