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Sex and World Peace unsettles a variety of assumptions in political and security
discourse, demonstrating that the security of women is a vital factor in the
security of the state and its incidence of conflict and war.

The authors compare micro-level gender violence and macro-level state
peacefulness in global settings, supporting their findings with detailed analyses
and color maps. Harnessing an immense amount of data, they call attention to
discrepancies between national laws protecting women and the enforcement of
those laws, and they note the adverse effects on state security of abnormal sex
ratios favoring males, the practice of polygamy, and inequitable realities in
family law, among other gendered aggressions.

The authors find that the treatment of women informs human interaction at all
levels of society. Their research challenges conventional definitions of security
and democracy and shows that the treatment of gender, played out on the world
stage, informs the true clash of civilizations. In terms of resolving these
injustices, the authors examine top-down and bottom-up approaches to healing
wounds of violence against women, as well as ways to rectify inequalities in
family law and the lack of parity in decision-making councils. Emphasizing the
importance of an R2PW, or state responsibility to protect women, they mount a
solid campaign against women's systemic insecurity, which effectively unravels
the security of all.
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Sex and World Peace unsettles a variety of assumptions in political and security discourse, demonstrating
that the security of women is a vital factor in the security of the state and its incidence of conflict and war.

The authors compare micro-level gender violence and macro-level state peacefulness in global settings,
supporting their findings with detailed analyses and color maps. Harnessing an immense amount of data,
they call attention to discrepancies between national laws protecting women and the enforcement of those
laws, and they note the adverse effects on state security of abnormal sex ratios favoring males, the practice of
polygamy, and inequitable realities in family law, among other gendered aggressions.

The authors find that the treatment of women informs human interaction at all levels of society. Their
research challenges conventional definitions of security and democracy and shows that the treatment of
gender, played out on the world stage, informs the true clash of civilizations. In terms of resolving these
injustices, the authors examine top-down and bottom-up approaches to healing wounds of violence against
women, as well as ways to rectify inequalities in family law and the lack of parity in decision-making
councils. Emphasizing the importance of an R2PW, or state responsibility to protect women, they mount a
solid campaign against women's systemic insecurity, which effectively unravels the security of all.
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Editorial Review

Review

Sex and World Peace should be on top of every introductory International Relations reading list.

(Sara E. Davies International Affairs)

[A] pioneering and readable book.... Highly recommended.

(Choice)

This is an important, well written, and inf ormative book that will serve a wide audience of graduate and
undergraduate students, academics, and policymakers, as well as the interested public.

(Helen M. Kinsella Ethics and International Affairs)

highly readable and provides a thought-provoking introduction to the reasons why equality between women
and men within the family matters for the relations between states and, ultimately, world peace.

(Marijke Breuning Peace and Conflict)

A landmark book.

(Gloria Steinem Ms.)

Since violence against females is the normalizer of all other forms of violence, this book is vital, from family
life to foreign policy.

(Gloria Steinem T: The New York Times Style Magazine)

Review

An eye-opening contribution to our understanding of the powerful misogynist forces that still contribute to
violence and war. This volume should be required reading for all students of international relations and those
who make policy.

(Ann Crittenden, author of The Price of Motherhood)

Sex and World Peace is unprecedented. While there have been books on gender and international relations
and books exploring the causes of war with statistical analyses of archival data, to my knowledge no other
book does both. This is therefore a germinal contribution to the emerging field of gender and international



relations. It will also add to the ongoing American debate between realism and idealism in foreign policy. Of
course this book will appeal to researchers and advanced graduate students, yet the accessible
writing?leading the reader into the central argument by vivid 'case studies'?will also make it useful to
advanced undergraduates. Finally, practitioners and activists in diplomacy, international aid NGOs,
enlightened multinational corporations, and women's and men's organizations aimed at transforming gender
relations will find much here that is instructive and useful.

(David G. Winter, University of Michigan)

Valerie M. Hudson and her colleagues take a monumental stride forward in providing a clear theoretical and
empirical case for linking important outcomes in international politics, such as security, to the treatment of
women. Their tour de force book connects micro-level incidents of violence against women?instantiated in
such phenomena as inequity in family law, polygamy, and imbalanced sex ratios?to macro-level occurrences
such as conflict and war. In this approach, they highlight the way in which legal institutions in particular
serve to perpetuate patterns of violence within the family and larger society. The authors argue that the true
clash of civilizations is not taking place between East and West, Christian and Muslim, but rather occurs in
the chasm between men and women and in the discrepancy between attitudes, expectations, responsibilities,
and opportunities playing out on the world stage. They provide an important theoretical link locating the
origins of the mechanisms individuals use to establish and sustain hierarchies of dominance in international
relations through the use of violence within the family. This learning then generalizes out into other domains,
unconsciously but pervasively aligning dominance in the family to power between states that threaten or use
violence to maintain control over groups constructed as a weaker "other." The implicit and ubiquitous nature
of these patterns, in turn, provides unquestioned justification for the repression and protest spawning conflict
around the globe.

(Rose McDermott, Brown University)

About the Author

Valerie M. Hudson is professor and George H.W. Bush Chair at The Bush School of Government and Public
Service at Texas A&M University. Her research concerns foreign policy analysis, security studies, gender
and international relations, and methodology, and her articles have appeared in such journals as International
Security, Journal of Peace Research, Political Psychology, and Foreign Policy Analysis. She is the author or
editor of several books, including, with Andrea Den Boer, Bare Branches: The Security Implications of
Asia's Surplus Male Population, which won the American Association of Publishers Award for Best Book in
Political Science and the Otis Dudley Duncan Award for Best Book in Social Demography. She was named
one of Foreign Policy's Top 100 Global Thinkers of 2009.

Bonnie Ballif-Spanvill is professor emeritus of psychology at Brigham Young University and the last
director of its Women's Research Institute. She is a fellow in both the Association for Psychological Science
and the American Psychological Association. Her research focuses on interpersonal violence and peace. She
is a coauthor of Peaceabilities: Compelling Stories and Activities That Develop Abilities of Children to Live
Peacefully with Others and coeditor of A Chorus for Peace: A Global Anthology of Poetry by Women.

Mary Caprioli is associate professor and director of international studies at the University of Minnesota
Duluth. She pioneered a new line of scholarly inquiry between the security of women and the national and
international behavior of states and confirmed the link using quantitative methodology. She is an associate



editor for Foreign Policy Analysis, an editorial board member for the Peace and Conflict Report, and an
advisory board member for the Minorities at Risk Project. She is also a member of the International Group of
Experts for the UNSCR 1325 Research Group of the government of Sweden.

Chad F. Emmett is an associate professor of geography at Brigham Young University focused on researching
the peaceful sharing of space between Israelis and Palestinians, Christians and Muslims, men and women,
and other supposedly opposing groups. He is the author of Beyond the Basilica: Christians and Muslims in
Nazareth.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Orlando Bush:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take
a go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible Sex and
World Peace? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time
together with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have
other opinion?

David McMillian:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Sex and World Peace is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in
this era.

Dora Dickey:

Exactly why? Because this Sex and World Peace is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting
for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret that inside. Reading this book alongside it
was fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to
understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of gains than the
other book have such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to
delay having that book? If I were you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Timothy Montgomery:

Sex and World Peace can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight



away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Sex and World Peace nevertheless doesn't
forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you
can be certainly one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
contemplating.
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