
Rheophytes of the World: An Account of the
Flood-Resistant Flowering Plants and Ferns
and the Theory of Autonomous Evolution

By C.G.G.J. van Steenis

Rheophytes of the World: An Account of the Flood-Resistant Flowering
Plants and Ferns and the Theory of Autonomous Evolution By C.G.G.J. van
Steenis

Already as a teenager I had become acquainted with rheophytes, during
swimming exercises between Utrecht and Bunnik in the 'Kromme Rijn', an
ancient, then canalized course of the river Rhine, where a submerged waterplant
occurred gregariously in dense stands on the sandy bottom. In the rather swift
current of the then very clear water, its long, linear, ribbon shaped blades floated
gracefully in serpentine fashion. We never found it in flower. At times the stands
became so dense that the 'rugt' (all subaquatic weed growth) was mowed by
scythe from shallow-bottom 'punters', in order to remove this obstacle to water
traffic. It was never seen in stagnant water of the ditches in the meadows of the
valley. After entering the University, with the purpose of devoting my further life
to the study of botany, my attention was roused by the research subject of our
professor F.A.F.C. Went, who became my tutor and mental father. As far as his
free time was available - and that was precious little because he primarily
devoted himself to tuition of students and promovendi besides administration of
the botany department - he tried to study the morphology, anatomy and
physiology of the Podostemaceae, of which tropical cascade plants he had made
large collections and observations in Surinam.
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Already as a teenager I had become acquainted with rheophytes, during swimming exercises between
Utrecht and Bunnik in the 'Kromme Rijn', an ancient, then canalized course of the river Rhine, where a
submerged waterplant occurred gregariously in dense stands on the sandy bottom. In the rather swift current
of the then very clear water, its long, linear, ribbon shaped blades floated gracefully in serpentine fashion.
We never found it in flower. At times the stands became so dense that the 'rugt' (all subaquatic weed growth)
was mowed by scythe from shallow-bottom 'punters', in order to remove this obstacle to water traffic. It was
never seen in stagnant water of the ditches in the meadows of the valley. After entering the University, with
the purpose of devoting my further life to the study of botany, my attention was roused by the research
subject of our professor F.A.F.C. Went, who became my tutor and mental father. As far as his free time was
available - and that was precious little because he primarily devoted himself to tuition of students and
promovendi besides administration of the botany department - he tried to study the morphology, anatomy
and physiology of the Podostemaceae, of which tropical cascade plants he had made large collections and
observations in Surinam.
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Editorial Review
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From reader reviews:

James Ronquillo:

This Rheophytes of the World: An Account of the Flood-Resistant Flowering Plants and Ferns and the
Theory of Autonomous Evolution book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book will be information inside this book incredible fresh,
you will get details which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This
particular Rheophytes of the World: An Account of the Flood-Resistant Flowering Plants and Ferns and the
Theory of Autonomous Evolution without we recognize teach the one who reading through it become critical
in contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be worry Rheophytes of the World: An Account of the Flood-
Resistant Flowering Plants and Ferns and the Theory of Autonomous Evolution can bring any time you are
and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it inside your lovely
laptop even telephone. This Rheophytes of the World: An Account of the Flood-Resistant Flowering Plants
and Ferns and the Theory of Autonomous Evolution having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so
you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Ronald Stallings:

This Rheophytes of the World: An Account of the Flood-Resistant Flowering Plants and Ferns and the
Theory of Autonomous Evolution are usually reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why.
The reason why of this Rheophytes of the World: An Account of the Flood-Resistant Flowering Plants and
Ferns and the Theory of Autonomous Evolution can be one of many great books you must have is actually
giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with information that possibly will
shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Rheophytes of the World: An Account of the
Flood-Resistant Flowering Plants and Ferns and the Theory of Autonomous Evolution forcing you to have an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it
useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Ronald Jackson:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This book Rheophytes of the World: An Account of the Flood-Resistant
Flowering Plants and Ferns and the Theory of Autonomous Evolution was filled in relation to science. Spend
your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has distinct feel
when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a book. In
the modern era like currently, many ways to get book which you wanted.



Carmelita Ratliff:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is referred to as of book
Rheophytes of the World: An Account of the Flood-Resistant Flowering Plants and Ferns and the Theory of
Autonomous Evolution. Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could add your
knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about
publication. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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