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"The best biography of Picasso."?Kenneth Clark

Patrick O'Brian's outstanding biography of Picasso is here available in paperback
for the first time. It is the most comprehensive yet written, and the only
biography fully to appreciate the distinctly Mediterranean origins of Picasso's
character and art.

Everything about Picasso, except his physical stature, was on an enormous scale.
No painter of the first rank has been so awe-inspiringly productive. No painter of
any rank has made so much money. A few painters have rivaled his life span of
ninety years, but none has attracted so avid, so insatiable, a public interest.

Patrick O'Brian knew Picasso sufficiently well to have a strong sense of his
personality. The man that emerges from this scholarly, passionate, and brilliantly
written biography is one of many contradictions: hard and tender, mean and
generous, affectionate and cold, private despite the relish of his fame. In his later
years he professed communism, yet in O'Brian's view retained to the end of his
life a residual Catholic outlook.

Not that such matters were allowed to interfere with his vigorous sensuality. Sex
and money, eating and drinking, friends and quarrels, comedies and tragedies,
suicides and wars tumble one another in the vast chaos of his experience. he was
"a man almost as lonely as the sun, but one who glowed with much the same
fierce, burning life." It is with that impression of its subject that this book leaves
its readers.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
O'Brian, author of the popular sea adventure yarns, turned his pen to nonfiction in 1976 to produce this
portrait of the artist. O'Brian drew from his friendship with Picasso as well as his knowledge of the area in
Spain where the artist was raised. For art collections needing more on Picasso.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
'Patrick O'Brian has written much the best biography of Picasso. It is full of information, the judgements
both of Picasso as a man and as an artist seem to me remarkably convincing, and it is extremely well-written.
In particular, the relationship between Picasso and the Catalan painters is given its true importance, both in
his formative years and, as friends, throughout his life.' Kenneth Clarke

About the Author
Patrick O'Brian's acclaimed Aubrey/Maturin series of historical novels has been described as "a masterpiece"
(David Mamet, New York Times), "addictively readable" (Patrick T. Reardon, Chicago Tribune), and "the
best historical novels ever written" (Richard Snow, New York Times Book Review), which "should have
been on those lists of the greatest novels of the 20th century" (George Will).Set in the Royal Navy during the
Napoleonic Wars, O'Brian's twenty-volume series centers on the enduring friendship between naval officer
Jack Aubrey and physician (and spy) Stephen Maturin. The Far Side of the World, the tenth book in the
series, was adapted into a 2003 film directed by Peter Weir and starring Russell Crowe and Paul Bettany.
The film was nominated for ten Oscars, including Best Picture. The books are now available in hardcover,
paperback, and e-book format.In addition to the Aubrey/Maturin novels, Patrick O'Brian wrote several books
including the novels Testimonies, The Golden Ocean, and The Unknown Shore, as well as biographies of
Joseph Banks and Picasso. He translated many works from French into English, among them the novels and
memoirs of Simone de Beauvoir, the first volume of Jean Lacouture's biography of Charles de Gaulle, and
famed fugitive Henri Cherrière's memoir Papillon. O'Brian died in January 2000.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Steven Holt:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Picasso: A Biography
book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Gayle Oconnell:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Picasso: A Biography book is readable through you who hate the perfect word



style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving
possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of Picasso: A Biography content
conveys objective easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content but it just different such as it. So , do you still thinking Picasso: A Biography is not loveable to be
your top checklist reading book?

Jason Manuel:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Picasso: A Biography that give
your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading habit all over the world
can be said as the opportunity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react in the
direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for
all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good
habit, you could pick Picasso: A Biography become your personal starter.

Kathryn Granger:

You will get this Picasso: A Biography by go to the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to
be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by
written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now,
you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways
to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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