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Mastering the Universe illuminates the creation, rise, and fall of one of the top-
selling product lines in what is arguably the world’s most competitive industry,
toys—and it does so from the perspective of Roger Sweet, the man who
originated He-Man for Mattel. He-Man and the product line that grew out of it,
Masters of the Universe (MOTU), created a fantasy world for boys that, at its
height in 1986, reached $400 million in U.S. sales, only to plummet to $7 million
the following year. During its six-year run, the MOTU line sold $1.2 billion
worldwide and spawned a syndicated cartoon series and a major motion
picture—a feat not even the venerable Barbie can claim. Mastering the Universe
explores the phenomenon of He-Man’s popularity, as well as the shocking
reasons behind the toy’s rapid decline.
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Mastering the Universe illuminates the creation, rise, and fall of one of the top-selling product lines in what
is arguably the world’s most competitive industry, toys—and it does so from the perspective of Roger Sweet,
the man who originated He-Man for Mattel. He-Man and the product line that grew out of it, Masters of the
Universe (MOTU), created a fantasy world for boys that, at its height in 1986, reached $400 million in U.S.
sales, only to plummet to $7 million the following year. During its six-year run, the MOTU line sold $1.2
billion worldwide and spawned a syndicated cartoon series and a major motion picture—a feat not even the
venerable Barbie can claim. Mastering the Universe explores the phenomenon of He-Man’s popularity, as
well as the shocking reasons behind the toy’s rapid decline.
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Editorial Review

From the Publisher
MASTERING THE UNIVERSE is a must-read for members of the "I-love-the-80's" generation as well as
for toy collectors, pop culture enthusiasts, and anyone interested in the drama of business history—as bloody
a battleground as anything He-Man ever faced.

About the Author
Roger Sweet has a Master of Science degree in Product Design from the Institute of Design in Chicago. He
worked twenty years doing general consumer product and graphic design and twenty-five more years doing
toy product and graphic design. Companies for whom he has designed products include Boeing, Procter &
Gamble, Rubbermaid, Hamilton Beach Scovill, Hoover and Mattel. He is currently researching and
developing new product concepts. Roger resides in the Pacific Northwest.

David Wecker is a columnist for both the Cincinnati Post and the Kentucky Post. He is also co-host of Brain
Brew, a weekly on-hour radio program distributed by PRI, Public Radio International and co-author of Jump
Start Your Brain. He lives with his wife and children in a 200 year-old log cabin in Kentucky.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Wayne Sutphin:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to
answer that question simply because just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on
every person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific Mastering
the Universe: He-Man and the Rise and Fall of a Billion-Dollar Idea to read.

Linda Christopher:

The experience that you get from Mastering the Universe: He-Man and the Rise and Fall of a Billion-Dollar
Idea will be the more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic
about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Mastering the Universe: He-Man
and the Rise and Fall of a Billion-Dollar Idea giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys
their point in certain way that can be understood through anyone who read that because the author of this
book is well-known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for
having this kind of Mastering the Universe: He-Man and the Rise and Fall of a Billion-Dollar Idea instantly.



Rosemary Lafleur:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside appear likes.
Maybe you answer might be Mastering the Universe: He-Man and the Rise and Fall of a Billion-Dollar Idea
why because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you
to pick up this book.

Carolyn Berndt:

This Mastering the Universe: He-Man and the Rise and Fall of a Billion-Dollar Idea is great book for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to
make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or
we can claim no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole
information in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core information
with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Mastering the Universe: He-Man and the Rise and Fall of a
Billion-Dollar Idea in your hand like getting the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We
can say that no book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So ,
this is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?
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