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Traditional Japanese packaging is an art form that applies sophisticated design
and natural aesthetics to simple objects. In this elegant presentation of the
baskets, boxes, wrappers, and containers that were used in ordinary, day-to-day
life, we are offered a stunning example of a time before mass production. Largely
constructed of bamboo, rice straw, hemp twine, paper, and leaves, all of the
objects shown here are made from natural materials. Through 221 black-and-
white photographs of authentic examples of traditional Japanese
packaging—with commentary on the origins, materials, and use of each
piece—the items here offer a look into a lost art, while also reminding us of the
connection to nature and the human imprint of handwork that was once so alive
and vibrant in our everyday lives. This classic book was originally published
under the title How to Wrap Five More Eggs in 1975.

The eminent American designer George Nelson praised the work featured here,
saying, “We have come a long, long way from the kind of thing so beautifully
presented in this book. To suit the needs of super mass production, the traditional
natural materials are too obstreperous . . . and one by one we have replaced them
with the docile, predicable synthetics. . . . What we have gained from these [new]
materials and wonderfully complicated processes to make up for the general
pollution, rush, crowding, noise, sickness, and slickness is a subject for other
forums. But what we have lost for sure is what this book is all about: a once-
common sense of fitness in the relationships between hand, material, use, and
shape, and above all, a sense of delight in the look and feel of very ordinary,
humble things. This book is thus . . . a totally unexpected monument to a culture,
a way of life, a universal sensibility carried through all objects down to the
smallest, most inconsequential, and ephemeral things.”

Now, over thirty years later, this revived classic on the art of traditional Japanese
packing may leave us with the same response, and the same appreciation for the
natural and utile packaging presented in this book.
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Traditional Japanese packaging is an art form that applies sophisticated design and natural aesthetics to
simple objects. In this elegant presentation of the baskets, boxes, wrappers, and containers that were used in
ordinary, day-to-day life, we are offered a stunning example of a time before mass production. Largely
constructed of bamboo, rice straw, hemp twine, paper, and leaves, all of the objects shown here are made
from natural materials. Through 221 black-and-white photographs of authentic examples of traditional
Japanese packaging—with commentary on the origins, materials, and use of each piece—the items here offer
a look into a lost art, while also reminding us of the connection to nature and the human imprint of handwork
that was once so alive and vibrant in our everyday lives. This classic book was originally published under the
title How to Wrap Five More Eggs in 1975.

The eminent American designer George Nelson praised the work featured here, saying, “We have come a
long, long way from the kind of thing so beautifully presented in this book. To suit the needs of super mass
production, the traditional natural materials are too obstreperous . . . and one by one we have replaced them
with the docile, predicable synthetics. . . . What we have gained from these [new] materials and wonderfully
complicated processes to make up for the general pollution, rush, crowding, noise, sickness, and slickness is
a subject for other forums. But what we have lost for sure is what this book is all about: a once-common
sense of fitness in the relationships between hand, material, use, and shape, and above all, a sense of delight
in the look and feel of very ordinary, humble things. This book is thus . . . a totally unexpected monument to
a culture, a way of life, a universal sensibility carried through all objects down to the smallest, most
inconsequential, and ephemeral things.”

Now, over thirty years later, this revived classic on the art of traditional Japanese packing may leave us with
the same response, and the same appreciation for the natural and utile packaging presented in this book.
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Editorial Review

Review
“This work's striking full-page photos effectively portray the integration of classic Japanese aesthetics into
daily life in Japan. How to Wrap Five Eggs is worth purchasing for the pictures alone.”—The Sennin
Foundation Center for Japanese Cultural Arts

About the Author
Hideyuki Oka was one of Japan's leading graphic designers.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lawrence Howe:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important usually. The book How to Wrap Five Eggs: Traditional Japanese
Packaging ended up being making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve How to Wrap Five Eggs: Traditional Japanese
Packaging is not only giving you much more new information but also to be your friend when you feel
bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship together with
the book How to Wrap Five Eggs: Traditional Japanese Packaging. You never feel lose out for everything in
the event you read some books.

Gregory Howard:

The publication with title How to Wrap Five Eggs: Traditional Japanese Packaging has a lot of information
that you can find out it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u
to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of the glowbal
growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Bradley Smith:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the entire
day to reading a e-book. The book How to Wrap Five Eggs: Traditional Japanese Packaging it is rather good
to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When
you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore
effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high



quality.

Maurice Henkel:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This How to Wrap Five Eggs:
Traditional Japanese Packaging can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out
of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these
books have than the others?
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