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From Modernist/Postmodernist perspective, leading critics Richard Ruland
(American) and Malcolm Bradbury (British) address questions of literary and
cultural nationalism. They demonstrate that since the seventeenth
century, American writing has reflected the political and historical climate of its
time and helped define America's cultural and social parameters. Above all, they
argue that American literature has always been essentially "modern," illustrating
this with a broad range of texts: from Poe and Melville to Fitzgerald and Pound,
to Wallace Stevens, Gwendolyn Brooks, and Thomas Pynchon.

From Puritanism to Postmodernism pays homage to the luxuriance of American
writing by tracing the creation of a national literature that retained its deep roots
in European culture while striving to achieve cultural independence.
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From Modernist/Postmodernist perspective, leading critics Richard Ruland (American) and Malcolm
Bradbury (British) address questions of literary and cultural nationalism. They demonstrate that since the
seventeenth century, American writing has reflected the political and historical climate of its time and helped
define America's cultural and social parameters. Above all, they argue that American literature has always
been essentially "modern," illustrating this with a broad range of texts: from Poe and Melville to Fitzgerald
and Pound, to Wallace Stevens, Gwendolyn Brooks, and Thomas Pynchon.

From Puritanism to Postmodernism pays homage to the luxuriance of American writing by tracing the
creation of a national literature that retained its deep roots in European culture while striving to achieve
cultural independence.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Malcolm Bradbury is a novelist, critic, television dramatist and Emeritus Professor of American Studies at
the University of East Anglia. He is author of the novels Eating People is Wrong (1959); Stepping Westward
(1965); The History Man (1975); which won the Royal Society of Literature Heinemann Prize and was
adapted as a famous television series; Rates of Exchange (1983) which was shortlisted for the Booker Prize;
Cuts: A Very Short Novel (1987), also televised; and Doctor Criminale (1992). His critical works include
The Modern American Novel (1984; revised edition, 1992); No, Not Bloomsbury (essays, 1987); The Modern
world: Ten Great Writers (1988); From Puritanism to Post-modernism: A History of American Literature
(with Richard Ruland, 1991) He is the author of a collection of seven stories and nine parodies, entitled Who
Do You Think You Are? (1976), and of several works of humour and satire, including Why Come to Slaka?
(1986), Unsent Letters (1988; revised edition, 1995) and Mensonge (1987). Many of his books are published
by Penguin. In addition, he has written many television plays and the television 'novel' The Gravy Train and
The Gravy Train Goes East. He has adapted several television series, including Tom Sharpe's Porterhouse
Blue, Kinglsey Amis's The Green Man and Stella Gibbon's' Cold Comfort Farm, now a feature film.

Malcolm Bradbury lives in Norwich, travels good deal, and in 1991 he was awarded the CBE.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Virginia Villalon:

Typically the book From Puritanism to Postmodernism: A History of American Literature has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by
the very famous author. The writer makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to
read you can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Thomas Baldwin:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book you have read is usually
From Puritanism to Postmodernism: A History of American Literature.

Susan Belcher:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This From Puritanism to



Postmodernism: A History of American Literature is simple to bring you can read it in the park your car, in
the beach, train and soon. If you did not get much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It
is make you quicker to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Jack Morgan:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just in search of the From Puritanism to Postmodernism: A History of American Literature when you desired
it?
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