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Editorial Review

Review
"This volume is undoubtedly an outstanding compilation of classic papers on first language acquisition." The
Linguist List

"An excellent selection of the classic readings in the science of language development, one that I have dearly
missed until now. It is a perfect set of background readings for students and researchers interested in the
intellectual roots of the field." Steven Pinker, Harvard University, and author of The Language Instinct and
Words and Rules: The Ingredients of Language

"A well-chosen treasure-house of key readings. They provide a superb grounding for anyone studying child
language." Jean Aitchison, University of Oxford

"This reader is a great addition to the field, bringing together some of the classic literature that has stimulated
debate on the nature of language acquisition for years. Its depth and breadth, in both philosophical and
linguistic approaches to the problem, ensure that this volume will soon be a classic itself." Katherine
Demuth, Brown University

"An excellent collection of classic works, highlighting contributions taking a linguistic approach to the
subject of language acquisition." Diane Lillo-Martin, University of Connecticut

From the Back Cover
First Language Acquisition: The Essential Readings is a collection of classic works that provide the
foundation for current research in the field of first language acquisition. These selections not only provide a
historical perspective; their insights continue to be central to the endeavor of understanding children's
acquisition of language.

Chiefly linguistic in emphasis and approach, these pioneering classics are selected and organized to provide
a framework for understanding current work in each of the basic areas of language acquisition: morphology,
phonology, syntax, semantics, and pragmatics. Authors include such luminaries as Noam Chomsky, Jean
Piaget, Eric Lenneberg, and Roman Jakobson, as well as others who contributed groundbreaking discoveries,
insights, concepts, and methods to the field. First Language Acquisition is a vital resource for students and
scholars of language acquisition, cognitive development, and cognitive science.

About the Author
Barbara C. Lust is Professor in the Department of Human Development at Cornell University. She is one of
the foremost researchers in first language acquisition and the author of numerous books and articles,
including The Growth of Language.

Claire Foley is Visiting Scientist in the Department of Linguistics and Philosophy at the Massachusetts



Institute of Technology. She has published numerous papers on theoretical and empirical aspects of language
acquisition.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Pamela Steele:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How many people
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this First Language Acquisition:
The Essential Readings book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the details
in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Jennifer Rogers:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that
really opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love First Language
Acquisition: The Essential Readings, you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to
miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh
come on its known as reading friends.

Benjamin Martinez:

This First Language Acquisition: The Essential Readings is great book for you because the content which
can be full of information for you who all always deal with world and get to make decision every minute.
This particular book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we can say no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides you with straight forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having First Language Acquisition: The Essential Readings in your hand like getting the world in
your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no publication that offer you world
within ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book.
Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?

Danica Johnson:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This First Language Acquisition:
The Essential Readings can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
guides have than the others?
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