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The expanded fifth edition of Environmental Hazards provides a balanced
overview of all the major rapid-onset events that threaten people and what they
value in the twenty-first century. It integrates cutting-edge material from the
physical and social sciences to demonstrate how natural and human systems
interact to place communities of all sizes, and at all stages of economic
development, at risk. It also shows how the existing losses to life and property
can be reduced.

Part I of this established textbook defines basic concepts of hazard, risk,
vulnerability and disaster. Critical attention is given to the evolution of theory, to
the scale of disaster impact and to the various strategies that have been developed
to minimise the impact of damaging events. Part II employs a consistent chapter
structure to explain how individual hazards, such as earthquakes, severe storms,
floods and droughts, plus biophysical and technological processes, create
distinctive patterns of loss throughout the world. The ways in which different
societies make a positive response to these threats are placed in the context of
ongoing global change.

In this extensively revised edition:

An entirely new and innovative chapter explains how modern-day complexity●

contributes to the generation of hazard and risk
Additional material supplies fresh perspectives on landslides, biophysical●

hazards and the increasingly important role of global-scale processes 
The increased use of boxed sections allows a greater focus on significant●

generic issues and offers more opportunity to examine a carefully selected
range of up-to-date case studies 
Each chapter now concludes with an annotated list of key resources, including●

further reading and relevant websites.

Environmental Hazards is a well-written and generously illustrated introduction
to all the natural, social and technological events that combine to cause death and
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destruction across the globe. It draws on the latest research findings to guide the
student from common problems, theories and policies to explore practical, real-
world situations. This authoritative, yet accessible, book captures both the
complexity and dynamism of environmental hazards and has become essential
reading for students of every kind seeking to understand the nature and
consequences of a most important contemporary issue.
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The expanded fifth edition of Environmental Hazards provides a balanced overview of all the major rapid-
onset events that threaten people and what they value in the twenty-first century. It integrates cutting-edge
material from the physical and social sciences to demonstrate how natural and human systems interact to
place communities of all sizes, and at all stages of economic development, at risk. It also shows how the
existing losses to life and property can be reduced.

Part I of this established textbook defines basic concepts of hazard, risk, vulnerability and disaster. Critical
attention is given to the evolution of theory, to the scale of disaster impact and to the various strategies that
have been developed to minimise the impact of damaging events. Part II employs a consistent chapter
structure to explain how individual hazards, such as earthquakes, severe storms, floods and droughts, plus
biophysical and technological processes, create distinctive patterns of loss throughout the world. The ways in
which different societies make a positive response to these threats are placed in the context of ongoing global
change.

In this extensively revised edition:

An entirely new and innovative chapter explains how modern-day complexity contributes to the generation●

of hazard and risk
Additional material supplies fresh perspectives on landslides, biophysical hazards and the increasingly●

important role of global-scale processes 
The increased use of boxed sections allows a greater focus on significant generic issues and offers more●

opportunity to examine a carefully selected range of up-to-date case studies 
Each chapter now concludes with an annotated list of key resources, including further reading and relevant●

websites.

Environmental Hazards is a well-written and generously illustrated introduction to all the natural, social and
technological events that combine to cause death and destruction across the globe. It draws on the latest
research findings to guide the student from common problems, theories and policies to explore practical,
real-world situations. This authoritative, yet accessible, book captures both the complexity and dynamism of
environmental hazards and has become essential reading for students of every kind seeking to understand the
nature and consequences of a most important contemporary issue.
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About the Author

Keith Smith is Emeritus Professor of Environmental Science, University of Stirling, and a Fellow of the
Royal Society of Edinburgh.

Dave Petley is currently Wilson Professor of Hazard and Risk in the Department of Geography, and Deputy
Dean, in the Faculty of Social Sciences and Health at Durham University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michelle Wilson:

This Environmental Hazards: Assessing Risk and Reducing Disaster usually are reliable for you who want to
be considered a successful person, why. The main reason of this Environmental Hazards: Assessing Risk and
Reducing Disaster can be one of several great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just
simple studying food but feed an individual with information that might be will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions
in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Environmental Hazards: Assessing Risk and Reducing Disaster
giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could
it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Edward Yung:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this
Environmental Hazards: Assessing Risk and Reducing Disaster.

Patricia Baker:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Environmental Hazards: Assessing
Risk and Reducing Disaster that give your fun preference will be satisfied through reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world much better then how



they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man but for all
of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your
good habit, you may pick Environmental Hazards: Assessing Risk and Reducing Disaster become your own
starter.

Adam Tonn:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics,
along with soon. The Environmental Hazards: Assessing Risk and Reducing Disaster provide you with a new
experience in reading a book.
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