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This book presents the first comprehensive study of the collecting, consumption
and display of Chinese porcelain in Britain from the 16th to the 20th century, as
well as the impact of this activity on British culture. Beginning with the early
porcelains acquired as objects of exotica and vessels for the consumption of tea
and coffee, followed by porcelains for display in the country house interior, the
first part of this book reveals the role of porcelain in Britain’s developing
economic relations with China and the impact of this material on both daily life
and interior design. The subsequent diplomatic and political conflicts of the 18th
and 19th centuries provide a framework for an examination of British
consumption of Chinese porcelain as both spoils of war and iconic
representations of China, material which helped to shape and influence British
perceptions of China. The final section demonstrates how these perceptions of
China and its porcelain began to change significantly in the 20th century with
porcelains acquired as works of art and displayed publicly in museums.
Collectors in Britain began to specialise in this area and actively invented a
‘field’ of Chinese ceramics that was promulgated by learned societies and
culminated in the founding of a museum of Chinese ceramics in London by one
of the foremost British collectors, Sir Percival David, who donated his world
class collection to the University of London in 1950.
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This book presents the first comprehensive study of the collecting, consumption and display of Chinese
porcelain in Britain from the 16th to the 20th century, as well as the impact of this activity on British culture.
Beginning with the early porcelains acquired as objects of exotica and vessels for the consumption of tea and
coffee, followed by porcelains for display in the country house interior, the first part of this book reveals the
role of porcelain in Britain’s developing economic relations with China and the impact of this material on
both daily life and interior design. The subsequent diplomatic and political conflicts of the 18th and 19th
centuries provide a framework for an examination of British consumption of Chinese porcelain as both spoils
of war and iconic representations of China, material which helped to shape and influence British perceptions
of China. The final section demonstrates how these perceptions of China and its porcelain began to change
significantly in the 20th century with porcelains acquired as works of art and displayed publicly in museums.
Collectors in Britain began to specialise in this area and actively invented a ‘field’ of Chinese ceramics that
was promulgated by learned societies and culminated in the founding of a museum of Chinese ceramics in
London by one of the foremost British collectors, Sir Percival David, who donated his world class collection
to the University of London in 1950.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
The Author: Stacey Pierson is Curator of the Percival David Foundation of Chinese Art at the University of
London and a lecturer in Chinese Ceramics at the School of Oriental and African Studies. She completed a
Ph.D. in the History of Art at the University of Sussex on the subject of Percival David and the Field of
Chinese Art in Britain, 1920-1964.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Claire Underwood:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Collectors, Collections and Museums: The Field of Chinese Ceramics
in Britain, 1560-1960. Try to make book Collectors, Collections and Museums: The Field of Chinese
Ceramics in Britain, 1560-1960 as your friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you sense alone
and beside that of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The
book makes you far more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we should make new
experience as well as knowledge with this book.

James Davis:

The book Collectors, Collections and Museums: The Field of Chinese Ceramics in Britain, 1560-1960 make
you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become
your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading
through a book Collectors, Collections and Museums: The Field of Chinese Ceramics in Britain, 1560-1960
to be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your
knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a
publication Collectors, Collections and Museums: The Field of Chinese Ceramics in Britain, 1560-1960.
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do
you think about this publication?

Jamie Leal:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that
need more time to be examine. Collectors, Collections and Museums: The Field of Chinese Ceramics in
Britain, 1560-1960 can be your answer given it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.



Kay Davidson:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this book. This Collectors, Collections and Museums:
The Field of Chinese Ceramics in Britain, 1560-1960 is simple to create you can read it in the park your car,
in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the particular printed book,
you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your smart
phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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