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This volume examines China's contacts with neighbouring cultures in Central,
South, Southeast, and Northeast Asia, as well as contacts among those cultures
from the beginning of the Common Era to the tenth century and beyond. During
this period, trans-regional and cross-cultural exchanges were fostered by both
peaceful and aggressive activities and movements of peoples across Eurasia
along land and maritime routes. Such movements played an important role in
world history in the mediaeval period, and yet many aspects of cultural
exchanges across Eurasia remain understudied. The lack of knowledge is
particularly evident in treatments of Chinese history between the Han and Tang
empires. Examining relations with neighbouring cultures during this period calls
into question notions of China as a monolithic cultural entity.

Grouped under the four headings of "Networks of Exchange," "Silk Road
Crossings," "Textual Centers and Peripheries," and "Buddhist Art and
Iconography," the twenty-one chapters in this volume reveal transmissions,
transgressions, syntheses, accommodations, and transformations that occurred
when peoples and cultures came into contact with one another. They explore the
motivations for the movements of peoples and goods--trade, war, diplomacy,
acquisition of culture and knowledge (and sometimes of talent), and evangelical
Buddhism. They also analyze the impacts of these exchanges through study of
the artefacts, concepts, technologies, and practices associated with these
interactions from a multidisciplinary perspective.

The focused study of the individual authors, each from her or his disciplinary
training (art history, cultural studies, history, literary studies, religious studies,
history of science, etc.), sheds light on the crossing of boundaries of geographic,
cultural, linguistic, and sometimes temporal distance. Whether it is Tang China,
Yamato Japan, Viking Sweden, or Zoroastrian Central Asia, however, each essay
highlights the prominent place of cultural crossings as both inter-regional
movements and the fertile products they produced.
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This volume examines China's contacts with neighbouring cultures in Central, South, Southeast, and
Northeast Asia, as well as contacts among those cultures from the beginning of the Common Era to the tenth
century and beyond. During this period, trans-regional and cross-cultural exchanges were fostered by both
peaceful and aggressive activities and movements of peoples across Eurasia along land and maritime routes.
Such movements played an important role in world history in the mediaeval period, and yet many aspects of
cultural exchanges across Eurasia remain understudied. The lack of knowledge is particularly evident in
treatments of Chinese history between the Han and Tang empires. Examining relations with neighbouring
cultures during this period calls into question notions of China as a monolithic cultural entity.

Grouped under the four headings of "Networks of Exchange," "Silk Road Crossings," "Textual Centers and
Peripheries," and "Buddhist Art and Iconography," the twenty-one chapters in this volume reveal
transmissions, transgressions, syntheses, accommodations, and transformations that occurred when peoples
and cultures came into contact with one another. They explore the motivations for the movements of peoples
and goods--trade, war, diplomacy, acquisition of culture and knowledge (and sometimes of talent), and
evangelical Buddhism. They also analyze the impacts of these exchanges through study of the artefacts,
concepts, technologies, and practices associated with these interactions from a multidisciplinary perspective.

The focused study of the individual authors, each from her or his disciplinary training (art history, cultural
studies, history, literary studies, religious studies, history of science, etc.), sheds light on the crossing of
boundaries of geographic, cultural, linguistic, and sometimes temporal distance. Whether it is Tang China,
Yamato Japan, Viking Sweden, or Zoroastrian Central Asia, however, each essay highlights the prominent
place of cultural crossings as both inter-regional movements and the fertile products they produced.
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Editorial Review

Review
"[This] anthology represents the future of Asian Studies...a must for anyone who aims at introducing
innovations into area studies across diverse academic disciplines."
Ry?ichi Abe
"Contributors, editors and publishers have all done brilliantly to recreate a long gone wider world, full of
colour and movement..."
T. H. Barrett
"As this international and interdisciplinary group of scholars shows so well, ideas, people, and things were in
motion across Eurasia all during the first millennium CE."
Patricia B. Ebrey

About the Author
Dorothy C. Wong is Associate Professor of East Asian Art at the University of Virginia.
Gustav Heldt is Associate Professor of Japanese Literature at the University of Virginia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Denise Zimmerman:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book China and Beyond in the Mediaeval Period: Cultural
Crossings and Inter-Regional Connections will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading any book make
you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best
book or suited book with you?

Olga Snider:

The e-book untitled China and Beyond in the Mediaeval Period: Cultural Crossings and Inter-Regional
Connections is the guide that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the e-book content
that will be shown to an individual. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The author was did a lot of research when write the book, hence the information that they share
to you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of China and Beyond in the Mediaeval Period:
Cultural Crossings and Inter-Regional Connections from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free
time.



Seth Sutherland:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This China and Beyond in the Mediaeval Period:
Cultural Crossings and Inter-Regional Connections can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you
know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a
geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Fernando Gallimore:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know that
little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book. Numerous
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra China and Beyond in the Mediaeval Period:
Cultural Crossings and Inter-Regional Connections.
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