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“Persuasive and based on deep research. Atomic Awakening taught me a
great deal."?Nature

The American public's introduction to nuclear technology was manifested in
destruction and death. With Hiroshima and the Cold War still ringing in our ears,
our perception of all things nuclear is seen through the lens of weapons
development. Nuclear power is full of mind-bending theories, deep secrets, and
the misdirection of public consciousness, some deliberate, some accidental. The
result of this fixation on bombs and fallout is that the development of a non-
polluting, renewable energy source stands frozen in time.

Outlining nuclear energy's discovery and applications throughout history,
Mahaffey's brilliant and accessible book is essential to understanding the
astounding phenomenon of nuclear power in an age where renewable energy and
climate change have become the defining concerns of the twenty-first century.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
For many people, the idea of nuclear power died with the 1986 Chernobyl meltdown, but for the curious and
open-minded, this book offers a timely look at nuclear technology that, the author argues, could provide
plenty of cheap, renewable energy, if only we can get past our oversized dread of it. Mahaffey's history
lesson begins along a familiar path, from 17th-century chemist Robert Boyle to the great 20th-century
physicists. Nazism and WWII sent hundreds of scientists—and their cutting-edge work—to the U.S. But the
war also sent that research underground in the ultra-secret Manhattan Project. Researchers also dreamed of
peaceful atoms to generate electricity and run submarines, planes and rockets. The specters of Hiroshima and
a few horrifying nuclear accidents displaced that peaceful vision. With a wealth of anecdotes, Mahaffey, a
senior research scientist at the Georgia Tech Research Institute, offers hope leavened with pragmatism that,
while nuclear technology may be experimental forever, it can still be useful and safe. (Aug.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
Atomic Awakening offers an essential look at nuclear power and how it will overcome its negative
connotations to shape our century. (Scientific American Book Club Selection)

The world of science education in America would be an altogether different one if its textbooks were as
readable as James Mahaffey's latest on nuclear technology. (Charleston Post-Courier, Michael S. Smith II)

ATOMIC AWAKENING provides the most complete history of nuclear power, nuclear weapons and
nuclear energy development I have ever read in a single book. (Nuclear Street, review by Randy Brich)

The book aids in the understanding of how atomic science is far from the spawn of a wicked weapons
program and how nuclear power will shape the 21st century, in which renewable energy and climate change
have become defining concerns. (Nuclear News)

“A senior research scientist at the Georgia Tech Research Institute, Mahaffey offers hope leavened with
pragmatism that, while nuclear technology may be experimental forever, it can still be useful and safe.”
(Publishers Weekly)

“Starred Review. Mahaffey writes with delightful witty prose. A surprisingly entertaining history of nuclear
power.” (Kirkus Reviews)

About the Author
James Mahaffey was a senior research scientist at the Georgia Tech Research Institute where he worked
under contract for the Defense Nuclear Agency, the National Ground Intelligence Center, the Air Force Air
Logistics Center, and Georgia Power Company. He is the author of Atomic Awakening and Atomic
Accidents and lives in Atlanta, Georgia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Terry Kiser:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for us. The book Atomic Awakening: A New Look at the History and
Future of Nuclear Power has been making you to know about other information and of course you can take
more information. It is rather advantages for you. The book Atomic Awakening: A New Look at the History
and Future of Nuclear Power is not only giving you much more new information but also to become your
friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship with the book Atomic Awakening: A New Look at the History and Future of Nuclear Power.
You never experience lose out for everything when you read some books.

Sandra Williams:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your
totally free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If
you want to attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled Atomic Awakening: A New Look at the
History and Future of Nuclear Power can be good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

John Silver:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get
great deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity
do you have when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited
right. Then do you try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare
time, typically the book you have read is usually Atomic Awakening: A New Look at the History and Future
of Nuclear Power.

Terry Hollis:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Atomic Awakening: A New Look at the History and Future of Nuclear Power your mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one form conclusion and explanation
that maybe you never get just before. The Atomic Awakening: A New Look at the History and Future of
Nuclear Power giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful
facts for your better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this point is your body
and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try
this extraordinary paying spare time activity?
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