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This book explores the West-Central African role in, and experience during, the
expansion of international society.

Building upon theoretical contributions from the English School of international
relations, historical sociology and sociology, it departs from Euro-centric
assumptions by analysing how West-Central Africa and West-Central Africans
were integral to the ways in which Europe and Africa came together from the
fifteenth century through to the twentieth. Initially, diverse scholarship concerned
with the expansion of international society is examined, revealing how the
process has often been understood as one dictated by Europeans. From there a
new approach is developed, one which is better able to examine the expansion as
an interactive process between individuals, and which puts the African
experience at the heart of study. The empirical research that follows this draws
upon primary sources to introduce a number of historically significant and
ground-breaking cases into international relations, including; the international
relations of West-Central Africa before the European arrival, the emergence and
growth of the trans-Atlantic slave trade, the attempts to ‘civilize’ Africa, and the
‘scramble’ to colonize Africa. This book argues that the expansion of
international society was driven by individual interaction, and was shaped by
both Africans and Europeans.

This book will be of interest to students and scholars of international relations,
international relations theory, history, African politics, the English school and
constructivism.

Author John Anthony Pella introduces his book African and the Expansion of
International Society: Surrendering the Savannah
http://www.routledge.com/politics/articles/featured_author_john_anthony_pella/ 
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This book explores the West-Central African role in, and experience during, the expansion of international
society.

Building upon theoretical contributions from the English School of international relations, historical
sociology and sociology, it departs from Euro-centric assumptions by analysing how West-Central Africa
and West-Central Africans were integral to the ways in which Europe and Africa came together from the
fifteenth century through to the twentieth. Initially, diverse scholarship concerned with the expansion of
international society is examined, revealing how the process has often been understood as one dictated by
Europeans. From there a new approach is developed, one which is better able to examine the expansion as an
interactive process between individuals, and which puts the African experience at the heart of study. The
empirical research that follows this draws upon primary sources to introduce a number of historically
significant and ground-breaking cases into international relations, including; the international relations of
West-Central Africa before the European arrival, the emergence and growth of the trans-Atlantic slave trade,
the attempts to ‘civilize’ Africa, and the ‘scramble’ to colonize Africa. This book argues that the expansion
of international society was driven by individual interaction, and was shaped by both Africans and
Europeans.

This book will be of interest to students and scholars of international relations, international relations theory,
history, African politics, the English school and constructivism.

Author John Anthony Pella introduces his book African and the Expansion of International Society:
Surrendering the Savannah http://www.routledge.com/politics/articles/featured_author_john_anthony_pella/ 
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Editorial Review

Review

This book not only throws light on important developments in world history, but it also makes a significant
contribution to the theoretical understanding of international relations. As such, it represents an important
contribution to the IR literature. In contrast to the euro-centric approach of the classical English School, John
Anthony Pella, Jr. provides a fascinating account of the evolution of international society in West-Central
Africa. A 'must' read for all those interested in English School theory and particularly those focusing on the
evolution of international society, as well as the study of the society of states at the regional level. Yannis A.
Stivachtis, Department of Poltical Science, Virginia Tech. Chair, English School Section, ISA.

Africa is all too often treated merely as a victim -- of European colonialism, or of its own conflicts,
epidemics, famines and corruption. What John Pella shows in this book is that African societies are agents --
agents who created their own international system and who actively have continued to interact with the rest
of the world. This is to take Africa seriously. This is also far more sophisticated scholarship. Erik Ringmar,
professor of political science, Lund University, Sweden.
 

About the Author

John Anthony Pella, Jr. is a Research Fellow at the Department of Diplomacy in the School for International
Relations and Public Affairs, Fudan University, China.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kimberly Rubio:

Typically the book Africa and the Expansion of International Society: Surrendering the Savannah (New
International Relations) has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of
benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research before
write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point easily after perusing this book.

Jess Bolan:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be examine.
Africa and the Expansion of International Society: Surrendering the Savannah (New International Relations)
can be your answer because it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.



John Tillery:

Beside that Africa and the Expansion of International Society: Surrendering the Savannah (New International
Relations) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The
information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel
like an old people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Africa and the Expansion of International
Society: Surrendering the Savannah (New International Relations) because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot
be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this
book and also read it from at this point!

Maritza Berry:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Africa and the Expansion of International
Society: Surrendering the Savannah (New International Relations) can give you a lot of buddies because by
you checking out this one book you have factor that they don't and make an individual more like an
interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great
men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have Africa and the Expansion of International Society:
Surrendering the Savannah (New International Relations).
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