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This volume describes the lifecycle events and daily life activities experienced by
girls and women in ancient Israel examining recent biblical scholarship and other
textual evidence from the ancient Near East and Egypt, including archaeological,
iconographic and ethnographic data. From this Ebeling creates a detailed,
accessible description of the lives of women living in the central highland
villages of Iron Age I (ca. 1200-1000 BCE) Israel

The book opens with an introduction that provides a brief historical survey of
Iron Age (ca. 1200-586 BCE) Israel, a discussion of the problems involved in
using the Hebrew Bible as a source, a rationale for the project and a brief
narrative of one woman's life in ancient Israel to put the events described in the
book into context. It continues with seven thematic chapters that chronicle her
life, focusing on the specific events, customs, crafts, technologies and other
activities in which an Israelite female would have participated on a daily basis.
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This volume describes the lifecycle events and daily life activities experienced by girls and women in ancient
Israel examining recent biblical scholarship and other textual evidence from the ancient Near East and Egypt,
including archaeological, iconographic and ethnographic data. From this Ebeling creates a detailed,
accessible description of the lives of women living in the central highland villages of Iron Age I (ca. 1200-
1000 BCE) Israel

The book opens with an introduction that provides a brief historical survey of Iron Age (ca. 1200-586 BCE)
Israel, a discussion of the problems involved in using the Hebrew Bible as a source, a rationale for the
project and a brief narrative of one woman's life in ancient Israel to put the events described in the book into
context. It continues with seven thematic chapters that chronicle her life, focusing on the specific events,
customs, crafts, technologies and other activities in which an Israelite female would have participated on a
daily basis.
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Editorial Review

Review
A delightful book!  In Women's Lives in Biblical Times, Jennie Ebeling creatively combines an imaginative
sketch of the life of an ancient Israelite woman with a rich array of biblical, archaeological, and comparative
evidence, both compellingly to describe and convincingly to document the nature of everyday existence for
the typical Israelite woman of the late second millennium BCE. The result is a study that is simultaneously
learned and fun, a wonderful contribution to our understanding of Israelite women and tradition.
---Susan Ackerman, Dartmouth College, Hanover, NH, USA.

There have been a few attempts by biblical scholars to tell us about daily life in ancient Israel. But up to now
there has been no full-scale account by anyone and none specifically about women, none by archaeologists
who are now the best qualified to write about how it really was ordinary folk. This book, by a woman who is
a professional field archaeologist working in Israel, and who also has sound training in biblical studies, is the
book we have been waiting for. It is conceived in a partly fictional setting; the story of Orah; but it is based
on the most recent and best archaeological information. Orah comes to life and speaks to us dramatically
about her varied roles in her small world, her hardships and hopes. The story is riveting.
--- William G. Dever, University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ, USA.

"An explosion of fiction focusing on female biblical characters (most notably, Anita Diamant's 1997 novel
"The Red Tent") spurred archeologist and scholar Jennie R. Ebeling to writer her own book, one that would
be less dramatic but perhaps present a more realistic, complex picture of women's everyday lives in ancient
Israel. While the core of Women's Lives in Biblical Timesis nonfictional, Ebeling brings the subject to life in
the person of 'Orah', a hypothetical woman living in a small village of the central highlands in the Iron Age 1
(circa 1200-1000 B.C.)...While we marvel at the stark differences between Orah's life and that of a modern
Western woman, Ebeling connects the reader to this imagined woman's humanity, bringing the past to life in
fascinating detail.
---Teresa Malcolm, National Catholic Reporter, July 9, 2010

The unique contribution of this work is Ebeling's creative approach... Women's Lives in Biblical Times will
be a valuable tool not only in college and seminary classrooms, but also within congregations.---
Interpretation

Review
It is exciting to find a book that so knowledgably presents state-of-the-art scholarship about women in Iron
Age Israel. In Women's Lives in Biblical Times, Jennie Ebeling takes up a complex and important topic, one
that merits intensive study. Her sophisticated analysis of archaeological data, biblical passages and
anthropological studies ensures that scholars well versed in the field will find much new to consider. At the
same time, her readable style of writing and the fictional storyline that enhances her scholarly presentation
make this book appealing to students and other interested readers. Women's Lives in Biblical Times will be
an asset in libraries and classrooms, and in personal collections.
----Beth Alpert Nakhai, The University of Arizona, Tuscon, AZ, USA.

Review
Jennie Ebeling, an expert in Syro-Palestinian archaeology, masterfully accomplishes her goal to explain what
everyday life was like for early Israelite women in a book that is scholarly, engaging, and accessible to the
general public.  Women's Lives in Biblical Times is unique.  Each chapter begins with "Orah's Story,"



fictional narratives about the life of an Israelite woman in the early Iron Age. Unlike popular novels based on
biblical characters, the stories about Orah are informed and written by a scholar of the ancient Near East.
Then, Ebeling uses her archaeological and historical expertise to explore stages in the life of women
including birth, childhood, puberty, marriage, motherhood, widowhood, death, and burial. She explores the
roles women played in agriculture, food preparation, and healthcare, as well as artistic celebrations such as
dance and music. Ebeling's book will replace Diamant's novel, "The Red Tent", in several of my courses.
--- Michael M. Homan, Xavier University of Louisiana, New Orleans, LA, USA.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bernice Hicks:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Women's Lives in Biblical Times will make
you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you
think in which open or reading the book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they might
be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suitable book with you?

Jerrod Spicher:

Here thing why this specific Women's Lives in Biblical Times are different and trustworthy to be yours. First
of all looking at a book is good however it depends in the content of it which is the content is as scrumptious
as food or not. Women's Lives in Biblical Times giving you information deeper and in different ways, you
can find any book out there but there is no e-book that similar with Women's Lives in Biblical Times. It
gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which
is might be can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your
technique home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form
of Women's Lives in Biblical Times in e-book can be your choice.

Lawrence Richardson:

The book with title Women's Lives in Biblical Times contains a lot of information that you can study it. You
can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book exist new know-how the information that
exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to know how the
improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era of the internationalization. You can read
the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Jerome Chisolm:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has
reading's heart and soul or real their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library.



They go to at this time there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not
important, boring and can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very
important in your case. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise
word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Women's Lives in Biblical Times can make you
sense more interested to read.
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