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Sustainable Urbanism: Urban Design With Nature By Douglas Farr

Written by the chair of the LEED-Neighborhood Development (LEED-ND)
initiative, Sustainable Urbanism: Urban Design with Nature is both an urgent
call to action and a comprehensive introduction to "sustainable urbanism"--the
emerging and growing design reform movement that combines the creation and
enhancement of walkable and diverse places with the need to build high-
performance infrastructure and buildings.

Providing a historic perspective on the standards and regulations that got us to
where we are today in terms of urban lifestyle and attempts at reform, Douglas
Farr makes a powerful case for sustainable urbanism, showing where we went
wrong, and where we need to go. He then explains how to implement sustainable
urbanism through leadership and communication in cities, communities, and
neighborhoods. Essays written by Farr and others delve into such issues as.

- Increasing sustainability through density.

- Integrating transportation and land use.

- Creating sustainable neighborhoods, including housing, car-free areas, locally-
owned stores, walkable neighborhoods, and universal accessihility.

- The health and environmental benefits of linking humans to nature, including
walk-to open spaces, neighborhood stormwater systems and waste treatment,
and food production.

- High performance buildings and district energy systems.

Enriching the argument are in-depth case studies in sustainable urbanism, from
BedZED in London, England and Newington in Sydney, Australia, to New
Railroad Square in Santa Rosa, California and Dongtan, Shanghai, China. An
epilogue looks to the future of sustainable urbanism over the next 200 years.

At once solidly researched and passionately argued, Sustainable Urbanismisthe
ideal guidebook for urban designers, planners, and architects who are eager to
make a positive impact on our--and our descendants--buildings, cities, and lives.
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Written by the chair of the LEED-Neighborhood Development (LEED-ND) initiative, Sustainable
Urbanism: Urban Design with Nature is both an urgent call to action and a comprehensive introduction to
"sustainable urbanism'--the emerging and growing design reform movement that combines the creation and
enhancement of walkable and diverse places with the need to build high-performance infrastructure and
buildings.

Providing a historic perspective on the standards and regulations that got us to where we are today in terms
of urban lifestyle and attempts at reform, Douglas Farr makes a powerful case for sustainable urbanism,
showing where we went wrong, and where we need to go. He then explains how to implement sustainable
urbanism through |eadership and communication in cities, communities, and neighborhoods. Essays written
by Farr and others delve into such issues as:

- Increasing sustainability through density.

- Integrating transportation and land use.

- Creating sustainable neighborhoods, including housing, car-free areas, locally-owned stores, walkable
neighborhoods, and universal accessibility.

- The health and environmental benefits of linking humans to nature, including walk-to open spaces,
neighborhood stormwater systems and waste treatment, and food production.

- High performance buildings and district energy systems.

Enriching the argument are in-depth case studies in sustainable urbanism, from BedZED in London, England
and Newington in Sydney, Australia, to New Railroad Square in Santa Rosa, California and Dongtan,
Shanghai, China. An epilogue looks to the future of sustainable urbanism over the next 200 years.

At once solidly researched and passionately argued, Sustainable Urbanismisthe ideal guidebook for urban
designers, planners, and architects who are eager to make a positive impact on our--and our descendants--
buildings, cities, and lives.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The book's appealing-sounding moniker knits together smart growth, new urbanism, and green building,
three movements that address the sliding scales of regions, neighborhoods and buildings. Farr advocates for
transit-served, walkable neighborhoods with high-tech buildings and infrastructure.” (A Daily Dose of
Architecture, July 2009)

"Providing ahistorical perspective on the standards and regulations that got us and keep us on the course
toward sprawl and unsustainable development, along with earlier attempts at reform, the book makes a
strong case for Sustainable Urbanism, showing how architects and urban designers need to shape the built
environment for the benefit of both humans and nature.” (APADE, 2009)

"A masterpiece, it combines good writing with a thorough treatment of the subject.” (The Bernard Place Bee
Line, 4/22/08)

"It's not immediately obvious how Doug Farr's new book differs from the many other booksin thisfield,
aside from having alaudatory preface by Andres Duany. His careful division of the case studies into built
greenfield, unbuilt greenfield, built infill, and unbuilt infill, should be aclue. It's also nice that he offiers a
fairly specific definition of the s-word. Farr's book is distinguished by his systematic determination to reveal
the trade secrets of sustainable design-those rules of thumb that bridge the gap between woolly generalities
and highly specific case studies.” (BuildingCommunities.com, February 1, 2008)

"A broadly-focused and solutions-based look at environmentally sustainable urban design. Case studies and
essays written by Farr and others give area-world context to the ideas and methods espoused in this
ambitious argument on behalf of a new type urban design and development that is interrelated with nature.”
(Planetizen.com; 1/29/08)

"The author of Sustainable Urbanism wants to break down barriers between nature-focused
environmentalists and human-focused urbanists. The book asserts that we need aradical change in how we
live, not just for the health of our planet, but for ourselves. The author's ambitious goal is to make sustainable
urbanism the dominant pattern of human settlement by 2030. This book is a valuable resource for anyone
that isin a position to advance a more organic way of life that is more in tune with the environment." (Vector
1 Magazine, January 6, 2008)

"Sustainable Urbanism is important because it addresses the sustainable development issue from all sides and
provides solutions across the vast array of disciplines that create the built environment. The book...should be
aresource not just for developers...but also for city councils, mayors, governors, engineers, and voters."
(Urban Land, 1/08)

"Beyond just devel oping a concept, however, the book acts as a comprehensive how-to manual for anyone
who helps shape the environment...after setting the stage with a compelling case for sustainable urbanism,
Farr provides specific and detailed standards and steps to guide readers.” (Environmental News Network,
12/21/07)

"There is something for everyone in Sustainable Urbanism, the new book that tackles exactly what the title
implies. Backed by an impressive range of research, tables, charts, it isa comprehensive look at how to make
our development pattern more sustainable." (Joe Urban Blog, 12/07)



"Chicago architect Douglas Farr is no Le Corbusier--Who is?--yet his thoughtful new book is propelled by
the same sort of visionary energy and desire to integrate architecture, city planning and nature for a better
way of life. Here's the twist: Whereas Le Corbusier celebrated the car, Farr fingersit asaprime factor in
creating today's sprawling, auto-dependent suburbs and all the lifestyle woes, like rising levels of obesity,
they've supposedly wrought. While that's a familiar rant from the New Urbanist architects who call for
compact, walkable communities, Farr wisely goes beyond them, urging a grand integration of the New
Urbanism and the fledgling green building movement." (Chicago Tribune, December 2007)

"What makes his volume stand out is that it combines expertise in New Urbanism with a thorough
understanding of environmental issues and techniques. The result is the most comprehensive, technically
informed volume available on how to design and build places that are environmentally responsible and also
gratifying to inhabit." (New Urban News, December 2007)

"makes excellent use of physical case studies, it is also concerned with the intangible forces that shape our
cities..." (Building Design, Friday 15th February 2008)

From the Back Cover
A call to action and a compr ehensive guide to sustainable urban design

"This book celebrates the magica power of design and of an emerging pattern of human
settlement—Sustai nable Urbanism—that holds the promise of strengthening the interdependence of al life
on earth. . .. Thisbook isastrategic call for leadership in the design and devel opment of the places where
Americans live, work, and play."

—From the Preface

Written by the chair of the U.S. Green Building Council's LEED for Neighborhood Development (LEED-
ND) Core Committee, Sustainable Urbanism: Urban Design with Nature is both an urgent call to action and
a comprehensive introduction to " Sustainable Urbanism"—the growing sustainable design convergence that
integrates walkable and diverse places with high-performance infrastructure and buildings.

Providing a historical perspective on the standards and regulations that got us and keep us on the course
toward sprawl and unsustainable development, along with earlier attempts at reform, Douglas Farr makes a
powerful case for Sustainable Urbanism, showing how architects and urban designers need to shape the built
environment for the benefit of both humans and nature. He then explains how to implement Sustainable
Urbanism in cities, towns, and neighbor-hoods through coordinated |eadership and communication. Essays
written by Farr and others delve into such issues as.

- Increasing sustainability through density

- Integrating transportation and land use in an auto-dependent era

- Creating sustainable neighborhoods with walk-to-work neighborhood centers of locally owned businesses,
share cars on every block, and walkable neighborhoods

- The health and environmental benefits of linking humans to nature, including walk-to open spaces,
neighborhood stormwater systems and waste treatment, and food production

- High-performance buildings and neighborhood-scal e infrastructure including district energy systems

Enriching the argument are in-depth case studies in Sustainable Urbanism, from BedZED in London,
England, and Newington in Sydney, Australia, to New Railroad Square in Santa Rosa, California, and
Dongtan, Shanghai, China. An epilogue looks to the future of Sustainable Urbanism over the next 200 years.

At once solidly researched and passionately argued, Sustainable Urbanism is the ideal guidebook for urban



designers, planners, and architects who are eager to make a positive impact on our—and our
descendants—buildings, cities, and lives.

About the Author

DouglasFarr, an architect and urban designer, is the founding principal and president of Farr Associates. He
has served as cochair of the Environmental Task Force of the Congress for the New Urbanism, chair of the
AIlA Chicago Committee on the Environment, and chair of the U.S. Green Building Council's LEED for
Neighborhood Development (LEED-ND) Core Committee.

Farr Associates is a Chicago-based firm focused on sustainable design in architecture and urban design.
Founded in 1990, Farr Associates was the first architecture firm in the world to have designed at least two
buildings to be certified with a LEED Platinum rating: the Chicago Center for Green Technology and the
Center for Neighborhood Technology, also in Chicago. The firm designed its own office in the historic
Monadnock Building asaLEED for Commercial Interiors pilot project.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
John Cleveland:

Here thing why this particular Sustainable Urbanism: Urban Design With Nature are different and
dependable to be yours. First of al reading abook is good however it depends in the content from it whichis
the content is as yummy as food or not. Sustainable Urbanism: Urban Design With Nature giving you
information deeper including different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no publication
that similar with Sustainable Urbanism: Urban Design With Nature. It gives you thrill studying journey, its
open up your own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is probably can be
happened around you. Y ou can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your way home by
train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Sustainable
Urbanism: Urban Design With Nature in e-book can be your choice.

Alan Johnson:

The event that you get from Sustainable Urbanism: Urban Design With Nature is the more deep you digging
the information that hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to know but Sustainable Urbanism: Urban Design With Nature giving you excitement feeling of
reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by anyone who read this
because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We propose you for having this particular Sustainable Urbanism: Urban Design
With Nature instantly.

Mary Larrick:

The reason? Because this Sustainable Urbanism: Urban Design With Nature is an unordinary book that the
inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome way makes the



content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning completely. So
, itisgood for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing book will
give you alot of positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving your expertise and your
critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If | were being you | will go to the e-
book store hurriedly.

Jeremy Bryant:

That book can make you to fed relax. Thiskind of book Sustainable Urbanism: Urban Design With Nature
was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. Aswe know that book Sustainable Urbanism: Urban Design
With Nature has many kinds or style. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigation
company Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore, not at all of book
are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book to
suit your needs and try to like reading which.
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